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PREFACE. 

It has been said by a wise man, that ** of 
m aiding books there is no end." And the author 
of the following pages may well say in the 
clumsy lanc^uage of Bu^yan's Apology, 

**' ffhen'at the first I took my pen in hand, 
Thus for to write, I did not understand 
That I at all should make a little book 
In such a mode.** 

My first intention was merely to furnish a 

pies of newspaper articles, giving the principal 

jons and proofs of the Universalist's faith. 

\ut in an early stage of this labor, and at the 

fuggestion of a friend, I determined to extend 

flie original jdan, and to bring together i^ suffi- 

^ciency^af matter to compose a small volume. 

And I cannotjiut regfet that the limits of this 

I ^kwk obliged me to be too brief in the considera- 

if |on of several important points of doctrine, and 

|o omit entirely some others that s^ned to de- 

I* Jpand attention. It was designed that the sub- 

the Trinity should be introduced and 

led at considerable length ; but it waa soon 

[hA that the entire plan could not be ^xe- 

^ithin the limits prescribed ; and it i^as 
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vi PREFACE. 

thought that this particular topic could be omiti* 
ted with as much propriety as any other. It is 
bj^ieved that a tolerable connexion is preserved 
without it ; and perhaps if it had occupied a few 
chapters, the value of the woi^ would not have 
been materially enhanced. *f 

Most of the following chapters have appeared 
in successive numbers of the "Nazarene," 
from which they were transfern^d into the form 
of a book. And, considering the manner im 
which they were'wrilten and puHished, it is 
hoped that the reader will make suitable allow- 
ances for the length of some of the chapters, 
and also for whatever want of connexion may 
. be desirable. If the entire work had been pre^ 
pared for the press before any part was lodgeof 
V with the printer, it is quite possible that it would 
have appeared with fewer faults than will now 
be detected. The book, however, will not pre- 
tend to abide unharmed the searching^auce of 
the critic. It is designed to make known to 
such as need the information, what Universalistff 
believe, aid^t&Ay they believe. And in the hope 
thit it may tend, in some small degree, to the 
accomplishment of this necessary object, an# 
with fervent prayers that the blessing Q0fCfi 
may attend it wherever it snail go, it is huf^)] 
submitted by a servant and lover of man. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



TfiBlB object of this work is to give a brief state- 
ment of the principal articles of Universalist 
belief, and of the reasons by which they are sup- . 
ported. I am well aware that, this labor has 
been repeatedly performed, and far more ably 
than the reader has any good reason to suppose 
that it will now be executed. But I write chiefly 
for the benefit of those who 99^ yet unacquainted 
with the doctrine of Universalism, and its unan- 
swerable proofs. There are many such scattered 
throughout the land; and we have reason to 
hope that the presen^t undertaking may be the 
mdi[^ of enlightening some minds, which might 
otherwtt^ still remain in ignorance of what we 
really OT^eve. This unptetending little volume 
may reach some places where but few, perhaps 
none of our numerous publications have ever 
been, known. And itHs possible that it may 
contain matter entirely new to some who amSL 
reaii'^ and|^come the instroment in the hands 
of ^m of leading them into the enjoyment of 
jsed Gospel, which is " glad tidm^% ^^ 
l^- that shall be to all people." $^r 
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It may also be observed that new converts are 
constantly coming into our churches ; and we 
may suppose that they are desirous to obtain a 
clear understanding of the groupds of our faith, 
and to be more fully instrud|cd in the way of 
life and salvation. And to jAich, we trust, our 
present labor will be acceptable. The power of 
prejudice is not easily broken ; and after a. man 
has been broi%ht to the knowledge of divine 
truth, he may be unable to divest himself at 
once of the influence of prepossession. We are 
so much the creatures of education and habit 
that strong and vi|t^ns efforts are needed to ' 
free us from the errors of early years. Some of 
the early disciples of Jesus, having before been 
Jews, ** taught the brethren, and ^aid. Except 
ye be circumcised after tHfe manner of Moses, 
ye cannot be saved." There are persons among 
us .who have little knowledge of our#||octrine, 
any farther than to feel convinced of the fact that 
all mankind will be finally blessed in Jesus 
Christ. They do not understand the whole 
foundation of this blessed faith, so as to be able 
to proceed undersj^ndingly from the first , prii^jj 
ciples of the Gospel of Christ, to^the ultimo 
results of God's economy in the moral gov< 
ment of his intelligent creation. And the] 
be profited even by an im^iexfecX sV^Veuiet 
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INTRODUCTION. IX 

defence of our peculiar views on the ge- 
mbject of Christian Theology. Nay, such 
; well instructed^ in these matters, may 
then their faith and confirm their hopes, 
e better prepalred to answer the inquiring 
infound the perverse, by a renewed exami- 
i of the grounds and the reasons of our 

Bre are many persons in this community 

ire favorably impressed with Universalism, 

rho are almost entirely ignorant of every 

peculiar to this system of doctrine. Their 

of thought are all opposed, but the feel- 

ind desires of their hearts are in its favor. 

are shocked with the merciless horrors of 

octrines which they hear in their own 

lies, and always pleased and comforted 

they hear anything like that Gospel, 

I i^*Kgo(A tidings of great joy, that shall 

all people." They are feeling after «' a 

excellent way," and panting for ihe waters 

t They are worthy of the true bread of 

that cometh do,wn from heaven and giveth 

|fi& the world. And if they could only be 

see the errors which they have been 

bnd to understand that the Gospel re- 

[6 great and successful plan of wnivet^^ 

m from sin and death, tKey v^oxA^ euv- 
\e whole truth of God Vil\v te^oKc^xv^ 
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spirits. They are, in their hearts, inquirers 
after Universalism ; though they piay not take 
the proper steps to obtain an acquaintance with 
this doctrine. They are subject to many re- 
straints, and do not feel free to attend our 
churches and hear our preaching. But they will 
nevertheless read when they find opportunity. 
And we can reach at least some of them through 
the medium of the press, when we could not 
gain access to them in any other way. The 
silent messenger will go whe^e the speaking 
witness cannot be heard. And in the present 
state of society we are require^ to avail ourselves 
of every opportunity to shed abroad the light 
and the knowledge of God's truth. 

Other ifeasons might be presented to justify 
our repeated attempts to explain what we be- 
lieve. We are falsely accused. Our opposei 
have long pursued the unfair poncy of imputii 
to us doctrines which we never advocated nor 
believed. Many honest people believe thipe 
slanderous reports; and, without any knowledge 
of Universalism, they feel that they would be 
guilty of a high offence against God, if the] 
were to enter our places of public devoti^, 
obey the injunction of Paul, to "prove all things 
They condemn us unheard ; and persecute'ui 
they know not why. "WVv^lYv^v^ -w^ ^n^\ d^ 
that we are thus dreaded and ^uivivftd'l '^^s 
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we ever laid violent hands upon the ark of the 
Christian covenant ? Have we ever trodden un- 
der foot the Son of God, and accounted the blood 
of the everlasting covenant an unclean thing ? 
Have we sought to remove the foundations of 
Christian hope, or to take from the afflicted and 
dying the support and comforts of religion? 
Have we endeavored to subvert the peace and 
good order of society, and to induce sinful man 
to cast off fear and restrain prayer ? What have 
we done ? Reader, the whole sum and substance 
of our offence if^ that we have avowed our 
" trust in the living God, who is the Savior of 
all men, specially of those that believe." 

We are sorry to say that we do not expect 
any thing like justice at the hands of our deter" 
mined and violent opposers. They never present 
our doctrine in its true light before the people. 
*here is nothii% in what we really believe to 
shock the feelings of any man who has ever felt 
th^bfluence of Clftstian truth. We should not be 
«4fs|iled by any man who is worthy to be called 
* follower of Christ, if our doctrine were well 
lerstood. They who know the least of our 
L-l^ the most bittefv ia their opposition, 
^e policy of our adversaries has ever been 
misrepreient our views, and thus kee^ \5cve 
in ignormce of what we dobeV\e\e ^^^ 
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teach. We are classed with Deists and Infidels, 
and denied the evangelical name. And in order 
to sustain these false imputations, we have been 
accused of being the enemies of vital religion, 
and our doctrine has been subjected to every 
species of misrepresentation that the cunning 
and craft of our foes have been able to invent. 

The task of defence is required at our hands. 
If the public are ever made acquainted with our 
faith, it will be through our own means. And 
though we have not the vanity to expect, nor 
any reason to hope, that et^ry body will be 
eager to riead what we write, we do believe that 
every effort that we make to explain our doctrine 
is attended with desirable results. Some few 
are thus enlightened by every succeeding effort, 
while a still greater number are made to think 
more favorably of that '* sect which every where 
is spoken against." We feel Onliged to be pa- 
tient and persevering. But while we ** bear all 
things,"we feel encouraged to "hope all things." 
Though false charges against us are repeated 
after they have been triumphantly refuted, we 
are willing to travel over the same ground again^| 
And, with the blessing of God, we shall contin 
our exertions until all wrong impressions art 
corrected, and the ttvilh of the Ifting God 
known and enjoyed m *\la ^vAxveu^. 
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CHAPTER I.' 

THE EXISTENCE OF GOD. 

The foundation of all religious truth is the ex- 
istence of God, This fundamental principle of 
reason and of revelation supports the entire su- 
perstructure of Universaliat belief. And though 
some of our dishonorable opponents have endea- 
vored to>per9uade the world that we are thorough 
i^kepticff, we have never supposed that they them- 

yes consider this imputation honest and just. 

ey know, if'indeed they know any thing of 

lour belief, that this charge is both false and ma- 

Ipkius. And if we were to bring any such "rail- 

Jili^iaccusation'* against them, they would be 

Jjjptified ia pronouncing us any thing but honest 

and lovers of truth ! But for the honor of 

anity* arid religion, we trust that there are but 

ersons to be found who are base enough to 

re utterances to such wicked and dv^-bolk^l 
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slander ! Certainly no denomination und< 
ven would sanction such an outrage upon 
is worthy and of good report. We speak 
sin of a few individuals of "the baser sor 
men whose conduct would be a reproach t 
father of lies," and who do despite to hun 
ture ! We have no patience with such 
and if they cannot be brought to some fain 
of common justice and honesty, they ou 
least to be held up to the righteous indig 
of every virtuous mind. We censure n< 
for his errors of faith. We as^ no^ to ! 
our doctrine without sufficient ewdence 
truth. But we have a right to demand ( 
and especially of such as profess to be rel 
men, something like honest and fair dealin 
In view of the innumerable and irreir 
proofs every wliere discernible of the Cr< 
works, it would seemifatipossible that an; 
mind should really deny the existence of tl 
mighty Power which is the source of li: 
the soul of the universe ! In every depai 
of nature we plainly heboid' the most e 
marks of design and contrivance. Atid th 
mon reason of man declares that wherevei 
marks are certainly found, there must hav( 
a designer and contriver. No axiom ( 
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most simple and intelligible philosophy is more 
fully established and more entirely free from eve- 
ry possible cavil, than that no effect can in any 
ca8e be produced independently of an adequate 
cause. We are well aware that this statement 
is not new ; but though quite faiyiiiar to us all, 
its truth has never been invalidated either by the 
powers of sound reasoning or the arts of sophis- 
try. And so clearly self-evident is this proposi- 
tion, that no man endued v&^ith the faculties com- 
mon to our race, could be persuaded to believe 
that a nicel%K;onstructed machine, in which the 
evidences of skill and design are plainly and 
^strongly exhibited,!^reated itself and continues to 
operate by its own inherent powers. Any man, 
whatever might be his belief and peculiar habits 
of thought, upbn beholding such a piece of me- 
lism, though he might know nothing of the 
lanic, would be sure l|iat the hand Q{2.work- 
man hiad there been exercised. 
^Now we would not harshly condemn the un- 
gate skeptic ; nor deny to him that honesty 
r«incerity of heart in the advocacy of his 
ins, to which he may be justly entitled, 
railing may in some instances proce(4hrom 
itness of spirit in the cause of truth ; but it 
alshes no argument, and is v^wwoTVYiy oS. :wx35 
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man's notice. But we desire that the skeptic 
would reason concerning the works of God juist 
as we all do in regard to the works of man ; and 
wherever there are indisputable proofs of wisdom 
and power, candidly admit that there must have 
been a wise and powerful agent employed. 

Is not this course sanctioned by reason ? And 
who ever doubted that the works of Nature, 
from the smallest spire of grass that shoots from 
the earth, up to the v5st worlds and systems of || 
worlds that revolve in the immensity of space, 
exhibit the most striking and forciUe proofs of 
wisdom and design ? The simple fact is uni- 
versally admitted ; and if doat>ted, could be sub- 
stantiated by an array of proof sufficient to con- 
vince every mind, capable of perceiving the 
force of an argument, and candid enough to ac- 
knowledge the convictions of the understancliiff. 

Behold the perfect #rder and regularity wWi 
which the heavenly bodies perform their appoint- 
ed revolutions ; and see the wisdom displayed in 
all the arrangements and economy of nature, and ^^ 
in the careful adaptation of means to certain and v 
benevolent ends. And what but Infinite Wisdolj 
could' have suspended the sun in the firmaigie; 
to dispense light and heat to surrounding worl 
— rfixed the planets in lYveii eoAxxaea — marked 6 
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ihe track of the comet — and set the whole ma- 
chinery of» the heavens in such perfect motion 
that one body never disturbs the movements of 
another, and even the time of a distant eclipse 
may bp foretold by man ? What but a designing 
hand could have placed every creature in that 
particular sphere of life for which its own pecu- 
liar pature is best suited — conferred the neces- 
sary powers, and furnished all the means and 
provisions for the supporttof life and the attain- 
ment of happiness ? Who but a skilful work- 
man couM have constructed our bodies in all 
.their fearful and wonderful mechanism, and en- 
|dued us with all the senses and faculties that we 
possess ? And in view of all these things, may we 
not well pause, and exclaim with pleasing won- 
r and joy, in the language of the devout Psalm- 
He that planted the ear, shall He not hear? 
he that formed the eye, shall He not see ?" 
t m MM pte'ed be affirmed that all things were 
ucei^lHfdare regulated and controlled by the 
8 of nature. But this assertion only provokes 
astion that demands attention. What is 
eant by nature ? Does it mean the ma- 
of which the planets and the world are 
sed — ^the simple elementary principles of 
gs ? If this be the meaning, xYie coxvcVxx* 
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sion unavoidably follows that nature is i 
more nor less than matter. And what : 
laws of matter? Every man who has r< 
on this subject will answer that one gre 
pervading law of matter is inertia^ or th 
pability of motion, until some power is 
to give it the force of action. And w< 
every skeptic will readily admit that life i 
tion are not original and independent qua! 
inanimate matter, but* will contend that t] 
the effect of organization. 

The reader can now see the subject ir 
gible form, and understand the bearings ai 
of the whole argument. Matter is ine 
life is the result of some particular coml 
of matter. The question now to be deci 
what power brought matter into that stati 
ganization necessary to constitute being, 
spired it with life and rnotiou? Em, n 
power is found in tmorganized malMy^i 
ly none will be so perversely unreaOTBabl 

suppipse that mere matter could confer tha 
it never possessed ! And if by some 
and fortunate freak of blind chance, 
should exert |i power which it never pog 
.and succeed in effecting an organization, : 
be questioned whether life would be the t 

ry resuhf 
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But let us be accommodating, and even sup. 
pose that matter could confer life. Whence 
came beings possessing the faculties of thought, 
reason, will and memory ? Are these the pro- 
ductions of an unknowing^ urtthinkingj unwil- 
ling cause ? The proposition is too manifestly- 
absurd and opposed to every principle of reason 
and common sense to require refutation. And 
if, to avoid the difficulty, it be asserted that mat- 
ter is intefligent, (which is certainly not true,) 
we have only to^ say that intelligence constitutes 
beings and an intelligent Being is the great 
First Cause in which vm believe* 
■ It is therefore plainly perceived that however 
remotely we may traiO^ the causes of existing 

things, and whatever curious theories we may 
conceive, we must ultimately arrive at the con- 
clusion^ that there was before allt;hings, an Intel- 
ligent life-giving Cause. The skill and design 
iil9iufet|||^pLe works of creation, the order and 
Jiarmony OTihe Universe, and the wise and per- 
swlsiptation of one thing to another, and of 
to ends, can be rationally and satisfacto- 
lunted for in no other way. This great 
we call God — ^leaving others to denomi- 
what they please. If any choose to call 
, or the la\fs of nature, vye ft\va3^Tv^\^^\e 
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dispute their right nor question their motives^ 
And, indeed, we are inclined to believe that th« 
whole controversy is rather about words than 
ideas : for it seems impossible for the mind to 
believe, notwithstanding << the fool hath said in 
his heart, there is no, God," that any saene m,^ 
is actually an Atheist ! 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD, 

Both reason and Scripture declare that all 
creatures owe their existence to the same Su- 
preme Power. And whatever explanations may- 
be proposed in regard to the things that exist 
' and happen in the world, the enquiring mind 
can liever rest satisfied until the great truth is 
well understood that God governs all worlds 
and controls every event. The superficial 
thinker, with more reverence than reason, star- 
tles at the declaration that' God is tJie Creator 
and Dil^ctor of all things ; and with feelings of 
profound awe, aims to vindicate the character of 
the Supreme Being, by utterly denying the uni- 
ti^ extent of his Providence. But every 
attempt is sure to result in conclusions 
dishonorable to Go(L arfd unsatisfactory to 
r mind that thinks deeply,' dnd will re- 
substitute for con^stent \ruth. Has 
ted beings that he cannot, or will not 
cording to the determinations ^ his 
? Can any event happen iVvtow^owX. 
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the vast extent of his unbounded empii 
out his permission, and without his 
knowledge of what shall be the conse 
Are there any limits to his watchful c 
his unclouded vision ? And, in the ex( 
hfa unrivalled power, what can disturb 
mony of his works, or in the smaRes 
baffle " .the operation of his hands .?' ' H 
soever msy be ihe in ten Lions of the rn 
denies tl?e f jII and perfect providei^cs 
over every event, such denial, if well ( 
ed, will be found to lead to conclusions 
long to the Atheist's creed ! When c 
limitation of God's superintending wis 
power is sanctioned^ no man can tell ^ 
shall end ! 

The ancient Persians believed in t 
ence of two creative and governing 
the one the source of all light and good, 
other the author of all darkness and evi 
doctrine was introduced into the ( 
Church and blended with the religion o 
by one Cabricus, otherwise called Man< 
third century^and seems still to be a 
by no inconsiderable portion df the ( 
world. It may not be held in these da; 
same form in which it used to exist ^ bu 
irineitselff though denied iri^^'Kve,*.^ 
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tng in Chfistenddm. And the belief very ex-^ 
tensiv^y prevails that there is in the universe a 
mighty being who is the author of all evil, 
whose- kingdom is erected in opposition to that 
of the Almighty, and who will finally succeed 
in securing to himself a large portion of the off- 
spring of God ! 

^ This doctrine is believed on the supposed' 
ground that there is in the universe, absolute, 
ultimate evil, which never could have been crea- 
ted by a good Being. It is thought to be esta- 
blis&d by the very necessity of the case : For 
nothing could be 'more inconsistent or paradoxi- 
cal than the supposition that real and> endless 
evil should proceed from the very fountain of all 
goodn^i^s ! The conclusion is undoubtedly cor- 
rect; hut the premises from which it is drawn 
find no support in reason and trut^. 

When we direct our attention to the Scrip>- 

tures, we are taught that there is but one Crea- 

and that all things have proceeded from a 

j&on source. There is one Being in the 

le, whose existence is from eternity. He 

{fore^very other being and all events, and 

riglnai @iuse of all things. 

** Ere the infant sun 
I rolled together, or had tsied \\*\s VteoACA 
AUiwart the gloom ptofouivd,'^ 
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He lived in the perfection of his nature, with no 
jirival power to intercept the exercise of his oni- 
i^nipotence ! The earth was moulded hy his skill, 
i inhabited by his power, and man inspired with 
I life by the breath of his mouth ! No other 
agent is named in the record of creation. Gojj* 
created, and He alone. He said*, ** Let there be 
light ; and diere was light." << He spake, and 
it was done ; He commanded, and it stood fast.'* 
And as to the existence of that which is sup- 
posed to have been produced by another and far 
different power, -we find that its creation is as- 
cribed to God. It is written, Is^iih xlv, 7, **/ 
form the lights and create darkness: I make 
peace and create evil: J the Lord do all these 
things,'*'' The same Power that commandedj 
the light to shine out of darkness, covers the 
earth with the mantle of night. And He thi 
speaks peace to the troubled elements of natui 
raises the whirlwind and the storm, and scatt 
the blight of miMew and death over the facej 
creation ! He hardened the heart of Phs 
and transformed the murderous Saul into a 
senger of glad tidings and peace. He bl 
the eyes of Israel that they should not kn< 
Messiah promised their fathers, and gran| 
Ught of the Gospel to lh« beui^hted 
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He eaused the law to enter that transgression 
might abound, and that grace might much more 
abound, even unto eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. And he has concluded all men 
in Unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all ! 
Creative power belongs to God alone. And 
whatever exists or happens is caused either di- 
rectly or remotely by him ; or at least permitted 
by his wisdom for some good purpose. That 
the enti|!a race of mankind have been produced 
%y,^8^^nnific energks, none* will attempt to 
deif^* If one man colild come into existence 
"without his agency, all things might exist inde- 
pendently of his power. But all believe, because 
there is ho room for any diversity of sentiment,that 
the J)eity is " the God of the spirits of all flesh," 
'^md the Father of all men. We may, however, 
proceed still farther, and say that all things af- 
fectiiig the interests of man, are subject to the 
srfect and supreme control of God. And this 
t, although many pretend to deny it, necessa- 
results from the supposition that evil is 

by beings whom God has created ! 
^6 wdttld not be understood to affirm that 
iii^the direct or immediate cause of any of 
mt disorders of the world ; but mere- 
Ill things, when traced througVi secoxv^'v 
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ry causes up to their first origin, will be fbtih'rf 
to proceed from Him. And what say the "Scrip- 
tures ? " ShcUl there be evil in a city, and the 
Lord hath not done it?^^ Amos iii. 6. No 
evil proceeds diyecUy from God, who is the 
source and perfection of goodness. But he per- 
mits evils to ^xist in the world, not that an ulti- 
mate injury may thereby be inflicted upon a por- 
tion of his creatures, and the harmony of his 
work? forever destroyed; but for thig accom- 
plishment of such ends as shall be iMnp^le 
with his own nature, character and goveriiraint. 
And we ask, if this view of the subject does not 
reflect greater honor upcmi the charscs^ter of the 
Divinity, than that which supposes that' evil ex- 
ists in opposition to the divine intentions, and^ 
will finally be the means of destroying the hsff- 
mony of his works, and of defeating his right- 
eous and benevoleht purposes ? The reader is 
particularly desired candidly and seriously 
p&kderihia question. 

In whatever difficulties the subject may be] 
volved, we cannot believe that creative ei 
belongs to any other than God; or ths 
smallest thing can be eflected without the 
power at first derived from him. And 
M\ persuasion that such is the doctrine 
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Scriptures, we hold it as a truth, demsmding be-* 
lief and worthy of God ! 

The same Power that created all beings and 
set in motion the operations of universal nature, 
governs with the hand of a Sovereign every 
creature and every event. Nothing can live and 
move without his aid. He upholds, sustains, 
and directs all things. And though clouds and 
darkness are round about him, and his judg-* 
ments are unsearchable and his ways past find- 
ing out, we are assured in his word that he 
*'*'Worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own tmlV^ HiSi will is done, as well amoiig 
the inhabitants of the #^rth, as in the armies of 
heaven. 

** The generalM)rder since the world begran, 
Is kepi in nature, and is kept in man.^^ 

We admit that there are many thingsr in the 

divine economy above human comprehension. 

,We behold evils and sufferings in the world 

without being able to, perceive that any good can 

t'^er result from their existence. And how 

the mind obtain satisfaction in reference to 

subjects? Consider first what may be 

of God's ways from the visible opera- 

iiis hands. In the natural world we see 




•id 



UNIVEKSALtST BELIEF. 



the atmosphere purifie4 and rendered salubri- 
ous, by the same thunder and lightning that 
leave in their train destruction and death. The 
water that destroys the property and the lives of 
men, enriches the earth, and causes it to bring 
forth seed to tiie sower and bread to the eater. 
And even in the moral woiid we have seen evils 
effect their own cures, and be the means of last- 
ing good. The calamities of war have height- 
ened the blessings of peace ; and nations and in- 
dividuals have been taught the necessity of mo- 
deration by the evils of excess. 

A slight knowledge of God'i3 works and ways 
»will show that he has constituted all creatures 
for enjoyment. The impress of benevplence is 
discernible ill every thing that )ie has made. An) 
when we see the innocent babe, "bom only 
weep and die,'' knowing nothing of the world si 
its sufferings, and closing its eyes in sorrow, 
we are unable here to recognise the hand 
kind and benignant Being, we should judg^ 
God's ways from what we know. Our 
tion should be turned to the Scriptures to 
tain upon vrhsX principles his government ij 
ministered, and what are the purposes 
will in reference to mankind. We find i\ 
declared that God is good to all his creJ 
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aad that the sufferings of the present time are 
not worthy to be compared to the glory which 
shall hereafter be revealed in us. 

. "' If ere then we rest ; the universal cause 
Acts to- one end^ but acts by various laws** 

^ If we had lived in the days of Jacob, and wit- 
nessed bis afflictions in the loss of Joseph, we 
should have been uifable to reconcile such an 
event with the universal and changeless benevo- 
lence of the overruling Power. We should have 
supposed, eilher t|iat the haad of God was not 
in the affair, or else diat he was indifferent to 
the happiness of his creatures. But when we 
look to the sequel of ; the history, we find that 
the very evils which appeared so great, were the 
means of aocompUshing.the greatest good. The 
slavery of Joseph in Egypt, enabled him to pre- 
serve his father and family alive, and toperpetu^ 
ate the tri])^ from which came '< the Savior 
of the world." 

t|f we had witnessed the rejection and death 

c^^esus, we might have supposed, as did the 

^scipleSy; that his religion was destroyed, and 

Mkk kingdom forever abolished. And yet we 

mlearn from the Scriptures, that the death of 

|:^aster was the great means of estal^ifMi^g 

igion, and of giving permanency to hU 
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kingdom on earth. His enemies, who were 
blinded, unwittingly fulfilled the Scriptures, and 
were instruments in the hands of God in pro- 
ving that Jesus was the Messiah promised their 
fathers. 

And if we had seen the rejection of Israel and 
the call of the Gentijes, we might have tiiought 
that God had cast away .his people. But Paul 
has assured us, Romans xi, that the casting 
away of the Jews is th6 enriching of the worlds 
and that the receiving of th^m shall be life 
from the dead. He has explained the great 
mystery, and shown that the blindness of Israel 
is only partial, and that they shall all be saved, 
together with the fulness of the Gentiles. Well 
then might he exclaim with pleasing wonder 
and joy, **0 the depths of the riches both of the 
wisdom and Is^owledge of God ! how unsearch^ 
able are his judgments, and his waj»i past find- 
ing out!" 

Though sin and wickedness abound in the 
world, and men are punished for their trans- 
gressions, God is ever carrying forward his 
wise and benevolent designs. Every thing ir 
subject to his supreme control, and subsei^ientr^ 
to the accomplishment of his holy will. He caa 
say to the angry passions of the human soul, 
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to the raging billows of the mighty deep, Hither- 
to shall ye come, but no farther ! He has *< de- 
clared the end from the beginning, and from an- 
cient times the things thatture not yet done, say- 
ing. My counsel shall stand, and I will do all 
my pleasure." And though his judgments are 
unsearchable and his ways past finding out, in 
His aU-comprehensive i^ew every thing is tend- 
i|lg to the final execution of his plans, and the 
irl^entual blessedness in Christ Jesus of the 
^hole race of Adam ! 

'' All nature is but art, unknown to thee ; 
All ehance, direction^ which thou canst not see ; 
All discord, harmony not understood ; 
AU partial eotZ, universal goodJ*^ 
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REASONS OF BELIEF. 



The Apostle Paul has said, 2d Cor. iv. 13, 
"We having the same spirit of faith, according 
as it is written, I beliored, and therefore have I 
spoken ; we also believe, and therefore speal 
The passage of ancient scripture to 
Paul here refers, is found in the 116th Psalm. 
Believing that the Lord was gracious, righteous 
and merciful, David gave expressioii tq the feel- 
ings of his heart, and openly declared his hope 
and confidence in' the God of salvation. And 
having the same spirit of failh, and believing on 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all the heair|^^aiil 
honestly and faithfully declared to the wdrld the 
grounds and reasons of his belief. 

In the conduct of this eminent servant of Odd 
we find an exan^le well worthy oC^pitttiaik 
In whatever fanciful theories we ma|^dul|i*^ 
whatever may be our mere speculatioi^^^ptregvrfj 
to things of a sacred nature, nothing tii^] 
be dignified with the name of belief ^ unl^iui 
foundation can be shown and some reason 
fsd for its support. And, when, from c| 
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Study in a right spirit, any faith toward God has 
been obtained, that faith should be expressed 
to others. "I believed, and therefore have I 
spoken ; we also believe, and thefefore speak." 
Belief is not mere conjecture : nor is it posi- 
tive knowledge. It is the persuasion or convic- 
tion of the understanding that some^unknown 
thing is true ; and it must result from the force 
Qf evidence, either real or imaginary. The 
ij^atest falsehood may be firmly believed ; but 
in such a case there is some supposed reason 
sufficient to induce belief in the mind. And a 
good un|derstanding of that reason would remove 
the delusion, and discover the cheat. But when 
a j^njectu|%is formed without any exercise 
of ihp reasoning powers of the mind; and is 
thcMfe^ to be true, though no ground whatever 
can ^^ assigned for its support, all this comes 
short of beUefi and is sheer imagination. Per- 
hapflf many persons deceive themselves by cher- 
isbing OMare speculations as theiti|^«trongest faith 
asH <#efl|dearest hopes. They may fancy that 
this ll^np 18 true, and that the other will here- 
aflMbf^^ealed, wheiat the same time they can 
no reason why they thus think. It is a 
e to suppose that any such ideal creations 
And we fear that such things ax^ V>^ 
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common among Christian people of the pres 
day. There is a fearful tendency among r 
gious teachers to demand belief, without pro 
cing sufficient evidence to convince the can 
thinker that the thing to be believed is tr 
And when a doctrine is embraced without be 
understood, through fear of incurriag the sup 
sed consequences of not embracing it, beli^ 
excluded, though the imagination is terrified. 
In speaki% of Christian belief, Paul 82 
"Now faith is the substance of things hoj 
for, the evidence ['ground, jor, confidence,' in i 
marginal reading,] of things not seeti^" 1 
man in whom the spirit of this fkith dwells c 
inform you what he hopes for; am|^e can % 
furnish you with the eviderAes upon whjjgh 
belief is founded. He is uninfluencei 
considerations of good policy— -he has 
the mere opinion of no man as the basis of^l 
faith and hopes — ^he thinhf K^ believes nothi 
for which he «^ ofifer no i^epiion, in the expee 
tion of thus securing the interests of hiij^loid.— ) 
his mind has felt the weight of evwrntx, a 
FAITH is the result. HMHiy possess Hat sfi 
gifts, and his tongue be unused to ** set spee^ 
but he knows in whom he has trusted, anil 
can show you the grounds of his coufidei|i 
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And thouo-h he has not actual knowledore of all 
things involving his interests, he •« walks by 
faifh^ and not by* sight," knowing in whom he 
has trusted, and feeling well assured that his 
hopes are built upon the precious foundation- 
stone laid in Zion ! Such is faith, resting upon 
evidence ; and the believer is required to speak 
and make khown the reasons of his belief. 
.The Scriptui:es require no man to believe any 

^f the truth of which he can find no evi- 
dence They demand no implicit faith ; but in- 
struct us to b^ always ready 'to give a reason of 
the hopf that we cherish. The Psadmist did 
more than to call upon men to see the I^ne 
goodness — ^he invited thei^ to taste and ^j^Bat 
the Lord is good, to learn the fact from a Hrew- 
ledgi„of his works and^ways. Nay, thf Divine 
word Cautions us against believing every spirit^ 
and dbmmands us to try the spirits whether they 
ate of God. And Jehovah himself said to the 
cBtldren of Israel, '< Come, now, and let us rea- 
fon toggf^l^*'' From all these instructions, our 
la^ in regard to matters of belief is perfectly 
pfad|« We must thinl, reason, compare and 
tfor oitirselves, and not for one another, be- 
intable to God alone. No man or body 

has any right to prescribe to us what yr* 
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ihall believe, or to call us to account for o 

faith. Belief is a personal thing ; and even Gri 

requires of us no more thai) to avail ourselves 

all the means within our reach, to make the be 

r possible use of our powers, and to believe tl 

jl which comes ffom sincere and honest inquir 

I and is the result of evidence. And having tfa 

I believed, the example of inspired men callis up< 

j us to^eaA;. . , ' ' 

i In imitation of this example, we have |[nd< 

taken to state the grounds and reasons of o 
faith — to show what we believe, and 7Vi 
we believe. The subject before us presents 
wide field of labor, md we have no expectati 
of foUy exploring it in all its parts. Althou 
the substance of our faith and the foundation I 
supportsi^it, may be stated in a few wordf 
theme is vast and boundless, and might bej 
templated forever,* wl^ile new beauties wot 
• constantly unfolded to the mind. The ri( 
Christ are unsearchable, and the love 
passeth all understanding. And the 'gl| 
redemption, into which angels desired 
' could hardly be set forth in all their bi 
by the feeble powers of man. But there] 
of interest within our reach, and we hj 
able to show by reason and scri^jtun 
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doctrine of Universal Salvation, though despised 
and rejected of men, as was *• the Savior of the 
world," is worthy of all acceptation. 

We solemnly believe that the views which 
we hold of the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, 
are 'hot only the most honorable to him and the 
most compatible with his works and word ; but 
also the. bei^t calculated of any that have ever 
been entertained, to save men both from the 
iBid^ ^ fanaticism and from the deleterious in- 
fLv^^othiMblity. We wish not to cast re- 
proach upon our fellow-christians who believe 
doctrines that we abhor ; nor do we seek to ex- 
alt ourselves in knowledge and usefulness above 
the faithful and devoted teachers whona we be- 
lieve to bo in great error. But we simply state 
the deliberate conviction of our mind, iind thus 
incidentally present a very important reason for 
the labor in which we are now engaged. 

*The late Dr. Emmons, who has quite recent- 
^ beea called to sleep with his fathers, says, in 
his Appendix to Kdwards against Chauncey, 
*• There is a larger number than these, [thorough 
8ke|^tics,3 perhaps, who are making swift and 
bold advajftces in the cause of Infidelity, and 

nr^not^ethods unemployed to discredit divine 

lvelatio&, and stibvert the foundations of C\\m- 

W § 4 
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tianity. They need not tell the world their m(>*. 
tives. Were they not convinced that the Bible 
contains the doctrine of eternal punishments , 
they would not rack their invention to find argu- 
ments to persuade themselves and others, that the 
Scriptures are a cunningly devised fable. Let 
this doctrine be erased from the Bible, and every 
Deist would become its votary, and exchange 
his- Bolingbroke, Voltaire, or Chesterfield, for 
that sacred volume. // is this doctrine alone thai 
compels them to renounce a book, which bears so 
many signatures of divinity, aiid which they are 
constrained to acknowledge contains the most ex- 
cellent institutions, instructions and commands. 
Bui so ipeak is their infidelity, we presume they 
would rejoice to find the Bible on their side, to 
confirm their wavering hopes and feeble pros- 
pects of future happiness. And«4hid is what the 
scheme of universal salvation promises. It flat- 
ters them that the Bible is their friend, and an- 
nounces eternal felicity to them and to all man- 
kind. Accordingly, it is well known, that num- 
bers of a deistical turn have become converts to 
this agreeable doctrine, and many others are im- 
minently exposed to fall into the fatal snare. 
But this is flying from the iron weapon, aj||d 
rushing on the bow of steel. For if any disci 
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e Bible because they know that it does contain 
e doctrine of future and eternal punishments, 

embrace it because they imagine that it does 
it contain that doctrine, they will infallibly 
eet with disappointment and ruin in the end." 
These concessions of an eminent theologian 
d distinguished opposer of our faith, contain 
iths that ought to be generally known among 
iristiaa people. It is the doctrine of endless 
Isery edone that compels men to renounce a 
ok, which they are constrained to acknowledge 
ntains the most excellent institutions and in- 
uctions, and which they would eagerly:embrace 
d believe, if they co^ld only feel wdl persua- 
d that it gives no support to that doctrine and 

concomitant cruelties and absurdities ! The 
lieme of universal salvation sams to convince 
3m 'Uhat the Bible is their friend" and 
3 friend of all mankind — that it proclaims 
fdorf tidings of great joy that shall he to all 
ople*^ — ^and that if they were brought to be- 
ve its messages of salvation, they would thus 
onfirm their wavering hopes and feeble pros- 
cts of fi^»ge happiness," and be enabled to *<re- 
ice witfpjoy unspeakable and full of glory." 
hy should we preach a doctrine that compels 
3n to reject that which they feel constrained, 
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to apknowledge is exicellent and ^od ; and 
which they would cherish with warm and grate- 
ful hearts, if this chief and only obstacle were 
removed from their minds ? And why shouW 
we be censujed by any lover of Christian truA 
and righteousness, for laboring to deliver men 
from the only influence that binds them to Infi- 
delity, and to bring them into the happy belief 
that God **will have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth ?" If we 
can induce '^numbers of a deistical turn" to be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ is "the Savior of the ^ 
world,^nd thus be the means of subduing their ^ 
opposi^l and enlisting their souls in the cause 
of the Gospel, we shall accomplish a gobd work; 
idtd we ought to receive the thanks, and not the 
reproaches of good men. 

We cannot believe that God has revealed any 
doctrine, the knowledge of which forms the oh* 
ly barrier to belief in minds that feel constrained 
to acknowledge that his revelation "contains the 
most excellent institutions, instructions, and 
commands." That the doctrine of endless mis- 
ery produces this unhappy effect, is freely ad- 
mitted both by the friends and the opposers of 
that doctrine. It is so utterly repugnant to ef^ 
ery good feeUng that God has implanted within 
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US, that few ever embrace it from candid in- 
vestigation and reasonable conviction. Many 
are ma,de to believe it from the mere force of 
early and deep-rootled prejudices and the contif 
ni^ed influence of education ; while others em- 
brace it under the power of fear, and in the hope 
of escaping dreadful evils and of securing the 
greatest blessings. But when reason is freely 
called into requisition, and the best feelings of 
4iuman^ty are allowed to exert their proper influ- 
ence over the mind, the supposition that the 
Scriptures countenance the awful doctrine of un- 
ending tottnents, will lead to a rejection of the 
whole counsel of God ! And ** it is this doc- 
trine alone that compels men to renounce a book, 
which bfars so many signatures of divinity, and 
which they are constrained to acknowledge con- 
tains the mosfes^celient institutions, instructions, 
and commands." 

We desire, with the help of God, to take away 
this fatal stumbling-blocb^-this dangerous rock 
of o^ence, upon which so many have made 
shipwreck of their faith in Christ and their best 
rapes of immortality. Having received the 
spirit^ of that faith which is friendly to all men, 
and embraces the final holiness and happiness of 
all> we speak in behalf of our suffering i^'ca. 
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And while we endeavor to guard mir fellows 
against the blinding influence of false preconcep- 
tions, and all conjectural and groundless alarms; 
we would also iptrive to save them from the mis- 
erable eflects of skepticism, and to remove the 
very cause of their infidelity. Both :the believer 
in endless misery and the skeptic must ei^eh- 
ence painful doubts in regard to the future state 
of existence. The former cannot feel assured 
beyond every misgiving that he will be in the' 
right frame of mind to ascend to celestial bliss 
just when " the silver cord" of life is loosed 
from its hold, and the spirit fs called to' depart; 
and he cannot with confidence promise himself 
what fate may await him beyond the veil* of 
death. All is uncertainty ; and the mind, if it 
seriously reflect, is constantly wavering between 
hope and fear. And of" the latter, it has weB 
been said, *< In vain does the unbeliever soothe 
his soul with the prospect of an eternal sleep,; 
for by what argument can he prove that we wiD 
not live by chance in eternity, as certainly ai 
we have lived by chance in time ? And whether 
our future state will chance to be a heavenly 
a hell, no atheist is able to inform us. If it be 
a heaven, no thanks to any intelligent authort 
and if a hell, no hope from any parental gtta^ 
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di^n or friend, to .save us from its horrors. On 
this dreadful uncertainty, what considerate man 
would not lament that he ever opened his eyes 
upon the light, or ever breathed the vitality of 
the- atmosphere ?"* 

** We have, a more sure word of prophecy ; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto 
a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts." 
We can pray "for all men," which **is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
who will have all men to be saved, and to come 
untp the knowledge of the truth"— r**lifting up 
holy hands, without wrath and doubting.** 
And if we can be the means of imparting this^ 
blessed and glorious faith to any unbelieving 
mind, or to any fearful soul, we shall add' to the 
sum of human happiness, and in some small de^ 
gree advancfe ,the interests of our Savior's king- 
dom on earth. 

* Rev. Asa Shinn. 



CHAPTER IV. 

INSPIRATION AND TRUTH OF THE BIBLE. 

Rejecting all the creeds that have ever been 
established by human authurity, we make the Bi- 
ble itself the basis of our faith and hopes. We 
believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments contain a revelation from God of 
the whole duty and final destiny of all mankind. 
They come to us not as mer^ histories, inform- 
ing us of people thai lived, and of things that 
happened in other days ; hut as genuine and 
authentic records, dictated by the spirit of the 
Living God. The sacred writers were but 
men of like passions with ourselves; but 
they received **the inspiration of the Almighty," 
and w^re gifted with extraordinary powers. 
And the communications which they made to 
the world were never conceived of by the unaid- 
ed faculties of ihe human mind. While they 
performed works far above the abilities of all 
other men, they looked through the vista of dis- 
tant ages, and made known future events. And 
the prophecies which the ancient Seers of Go| 
proclaimed to their fellows, were long afterwarfl 
veriGed beyond the cavft even o^ etveTsiv^.^, % 
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Without attempting any thing like a full proof 
of the divine inspiration of the sacred Scriptures, 
We thifik it impossible for any candid and dis- 
cerning man to read the predictions of the Old 
Testament in regard to cities, countries and peo- 
ple, and especially as they relate to the Jews, and 
then attentively consider their remarkable fulfil- 
ment, without being thoroughly and perfectly 
convinced that the spirit of the All-seeing God 
ivas the spirit of prophecy in the hearts of "holy 
iien of old," These predictions were not seem- 
ngly verified in an occasional coincidence ; but 
*ulfi&edtd the very letter in numberless instances ; 
md monuments of the fact are yet visible 
to all. I^ook at Babylon, Idiimea, Jerusalem, 
the natural descendants of Abraham — any city, 
country or people, of which the Scriptures pro- 
phesied, and you will perceive that if the pro- 
phets spoke at randofn, their predictions present 
the greatest mystery that ever puzzled the mind, 
or gained the belief of a thinkhig being. If they 
spoke by chance, well may we say with Pope, 

"All chance, direction which thou canst not see." 

yhe ancient prophecies relating to the Mes- 
siati are still more remarkable. No such per- 
sonage had ever appeared in the world — none 
Mb him has evej^jsince been known amotv^ )3\^\\, 
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But the time of his coming, his character, offices, 
labors and death were all accurately foretold long 
before the day of his advent. The predictions 
of the Scriptures had excited general and aimost 
universal expectations of his appearance on 
earth, at the very time when angels from hea- 
ven announced his nativity. John the Baptist 
was at first thought by the Jews4o be'the Mes- 
siah that had been promised ; and he found $1 ne- 
cessary to certify them distinctly th^^he was 
"not the Christ." And what gives peculiar force 
and weight to the authority of divifie prophecy 
in this case, is the fact that the Jews wei^^idi^ 
appointed in the character of our Savior ; and 
by opposing and putting him to death, they un^ 
wittingly fulfilled all that the prophets had spo^ 
ken. There was no collusion between Jews 
and Christians to palm a deception upon the 
world ; but one party strove to uphold the old 
religion, while the other stood forth in the%iidst 
of dangers and death to defend the new and be^ 
ter covenant of promise. And while f£e formfF 
fiercely opposed all the claims of our Lord lb 
the Messiahship, the latter clearly proved b ' 
cient writings that were in the hands of the J 
thdt Jesus was indeed the Christ ! 
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The inspiration and truth of the Old Testament 
Are established by a long chain of both internal 
and external proofs, while the claims of the New 
are now attested by additional evidence. The e/*- 
fects of the Gospel which we see and feel all 
arounfl us, bear convincing testimony, not only 
to its truth, but also to its exceeding and un- 
speakable value. It is the sourcie of our best 
knowledge, and the fountain of our purest hap- 
piness. It contains the secret power of every 
real improvement in society ; and every enlight- 
ened nation now on earth has been instructed 
and elevated by the moral influence of Christi- 
anity. Tills religion has fashioned the laws 
and moulded the institutions that give us a high 
and noble rank among the inhabitants of the 
world. And wherever its power is really felt, 
man is raised up from his degradation, and re- 
newed in the spirit of knowledge after the image 
of Uim that created him. But to attempt to 
prove the truth of Christianity ih a Christian 
communjily would be a needless work. Its works 
sufficiently bear it witness. And the n^in who 
wiUyNieny the works would hardly be profited 
bAreason and argument. 

tVe know that there are men in the world sur- 
rounded by, the blessipgs of revealed religion, 
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who "rack their invention to find arguments \o 
persuade themselves and othew, that the^crip- 
tures are a cunningly devised fable." But we 
are well convinced that their opposition to the 
teachings of divine wisdom, and their ingratitude 
to God for his richest favors, are, in niost cases 
at least, the results of very superficial thinking, 
if not of vain conceit and, wilful perversity! 
The cdnijaion objections to the Bible have all 
been repeatedly and most triumphantly answer- 
ed ; but as in another calse ;that might be named, 
they -are still reiterated with as much confidence 
and boldness, as if nothing approaching an an- 
swer could possibly be JWnish^d. Let any man 
of good sense rea4 Watson's Reply to Paine 
with candor; and he will, be astonished to wit- 
ness th<3 weakness and perversity, the effrontery 
and daring falsehood, which every where abound 
in that mischievous work, called by a strange 
abuse of language, "The Age of Reason.'V , And 
yet the beggarly and mendacious assumptions 
of this book are flippantly quoted ta disprove 
the Bible, by persons who are almost as igno- 
rant of what th^ Scriptures contain as theyfce of 
the Persian Zendavesta ! An apparent codjk- 
diction is referred to, and declared sufficient to 
condemn the whole Bible, when at the same 
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time a little modest study would show that the 
whole difficulty has originated in sheer misun- 
derstanding. Or a command of God is pro- 
nounced arbitrary and unjust, when its meaning 
is neither 4inown nor sought. Or a prophetic 
vision, highly embellished with poetic imagery, 
is declared to be all nonsense, by some shallow- 
minded person who has never taken the 
pains to acquaint himself with what it does ac- 
tually signify. And so of many other supposed 
objections to divine truth. 

But all such cavils are very small matters ; and 
they are hardly worthy to be taken into account 
in deciding the great question whether we have 
any ground of confidence in the God who made 
us, or whether all our hopes are the mere delu- 
sions of superstitious weakness. What if two 
sentences snatched from different parts of the 
Bible, seem not to express the same meaning to 
the very letter, shall we therefore abandon our 
trust in Heaven, give our joyous faith to the 
winds, count the blood of the cross an unclean 
thiojg, and do despite to the spirit of divine 
? Let us but know that "God, who at 

Iry times and in divers manners spake in 
ttme past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath 
5 
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in ihese last days spoken unto us by his Son " 
and we care nothing for the poor quibbles and 
empty cavils of men wise in their own conceit. 
The strongholds of our defence viU be unharm- 
ed by any assault of the foe ; and the mightiest 
weapon that can be hurled at our citadel, will 
either fall harmless at its base, or return with 
increased force upon the head of the foolish as- 
sailant ! 

If all the supposed discrepancies found in the 
Bible were real and unanswerable,that sacred vo- 
lume would still stand a lasting monument of 
the wisdom, power, and beneficence of God. 
The great and fundamental truths which it con- 
tains would still be abundantly attested ; and it 
would still reasonably claim the liearty belief, 
aye, the strongest love and the highest admira- 
tion of every human soul. But these little things 
can all be explained consistently with reason 
and truth, and to the full satisfaction of every 
mind that is capable and candid enough to per- 
ceive the force of reason and the evidence of 
truth. And it should be understood that Infi- 
dels do not attack the main bulwarks of Chris- 
tian truth, and enter the castle to take it by 
storm. They commonly throw small missiles, 
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jeem to take delight in annoying, while they 
der to attempt the work of complete and 
morh destruction. The standard worka in 
Lce of the Bible are not manfully attacked, 
their arguments one after another fairly ex- 
ed and exploded. But the enemy is wont 
ng about the outskirts of the camp, to make 
J play of his prowess in capturing sonfe un- 
ded victim. A6d perhaps the reason of all 
small kind of warfare is found in the fact 
none can entirely divest themselves of the 
ession that God has in some degree reveal- 
imself to man in the holy Scriptures. 
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CHAPTER V. 



CAUSES OF SKEPTICAL OBJECTIONS. 



The principal objections of skeptics are sel- 
dom, if ever, directed against doctrines that are 
really taught in the word of Godi They sup- 
pose the Bible to contain the doctrines of total 
depravity, the Trinity, a vicarious atonement, 
an almost omnipotent personal devil, and an 
endless hell. They cannot believe that man is 
naturally and thoroughly corrupt in all his feel- 
ings, affections and powers. They know from 
experience and observation, and from every 
source whence they can obtain knowledge, that 
this doctrine is as false as it is dishonorable to 
God and degrading to maj^. Both reason and 
feeling are shocked at the thought that God 
would create, or suffer his works to be disgraced 
by a mere mass of living pollution ; and they 
turn with loathing and disgttst from a book which 
they have been taught to believe contains this 
abominable notion. For the mere act of reject* 
ing such a doctrine they deserve no censure ; 
for nothing could more shamefully outrage all 
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^ligion and humanity, than the notion that the 
Noblest work of, God on earth, and ;the only- 
mortal creature that bears his image, is the oply 
utterly vile and worthless thing in his whole 
creation! But if they would only free their 
minds from all wrong prejudices, make the pro- 
per and necessary distinction between human 
creeds and divine truth, and learn what the Bi- 
ble says on this subject, one great cause of their 
infidelity would soon be removed, and they 
would find themselves prepared to make farther 
advances in the truth. 

They cannot believe that three distinct per- 
sons, eacn perfect and entire in himself consti- 
tute but ^e l|Bing ; nor can they possibly un- 
derstand how a son can be of exactly the same 
age with his father. The supposition, though 
not like thd foregoing, utterly abhorrent to every 
good feeling, is equsdly opposed to every dictate 
of that reason which God has bestowed upon 
his creature man. Tliree mean more than one^ 
and one less than three, the world over ; and on 
any other than a religious subject, every man 
ifho has any thing like common understanding 
WiSl adpiit that the father must exist before his 
$^, But a Q^ect knowledge of the divine 
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record would lead no man into the belief of any 
such manifest contradiction and absurdity. It 
teaches that '* there i^ but one God^ the Father, 
of whom are all things, and we in him ; and 
one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are aU things, 
and we by him." 1 Cor. viii. 6. And it re- 
quires us to believe no doctrine that stands op- 
posed to all that was ever thought to be reason, 
and which, however sincerely believed, no man 
can suppose that he ever understood ! 

They cannot see the justice of punishing the 
innocent for the sins of the guilty-— of visiting 
fierce wrath and vengeance upon one who never 
sinned, and in whose mouth there was no guile, 
to satisfy legal demands upon tfallsgressors. 
Such procedure is altogether incompatible with 
our natural sense of right and wrong, and would 
be condemned in man as the very climax of in- 
justice and wanton cruelty. This notion formed 
one of the chief objections of Paine to the truth 
of the Bible and its moral influence in the world. 
He could see neither justice nor good example 
in visiting the inflictions of a broken law upon 
the unoffending, instead of the guilty. Yet the 
Scriptures declare God to he just, and command 
us to be his imitators. All this seems as con* 
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tradictory as it is unlovely. And with such a 
confusion of ideas in the mind, it is no marvel 
that some men should rashly condemn what 
they conceive to be the source of such a doc- 
trine. But here,, again, the want of discrimina- 
tion is apparent ; and creeds and the Bible arc 
again found at issue. The scriptures declare that 
God " will by no means clear the guilty;" and 
though they speak of Christ's aujffhrings for us, 
i. e. in our behalf, they no^^here sa^ that he was 
ever punished in onr stead, or that ^le ever suf- 
fered in our stead. And^ good understanding 
of justwh9,tthe Bible dbes teach on this subject, 
would overcome and bear away another objec- 
tion that has long hindered men from believing 
what God has spoken by the prophets and by 
Son. 
Skeptics^ also rear an objection of no incon- 
lerable importance upon the mistaken notion 
it the Bible speaks of a most powerful evil 
ig, who disputes with the Almighty the go- 
iment of the world, and who will finally 
[e the contest with very great spoils, and 
eternally in his kingdom over untold my- 
^ subjects.. The question will arise in 
i, as it did with Crusoe's man Friday, 
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why will the Omnipotent Jehovah endlessly 
preserve in existence this arch-enemy of aU that 
is good ? ^^Why not kill him?'' If God really 
wiUs to bless all men in Christ, why not remove 
this only hindrance to so great and good a 
work ? But the Bihle gives us no i^orroation 
of any Devil, but such as we find ialhe carnal 
mind, and in wicked adversaries of truth and 
righteousness. And if skeptics would rightly 
inform themselves on this subject, they wouU 
very readily perceive that their objection is 
based in entire mistake, and is consel^uently of 
no force. 

All skeptics, so far as we have been able to 
ascertain their .views, suppose the Bible to teach 
the doctrine of endless, misery; and on dui 
ground they reject it. ''It is this doctrine alona 
(says Dr. Emmons) thsit compels them tpnr 
nounee a book, which bears so many signatoiei 
of divinity, and which they are constrained |{l 
acknowledge contains the most excellent iBi#i 
tutions, instructions and commands." And 
can deny that there is something inexp 
awful and abhorrent to the purest and best 
ings of every man, in the thpught 
ther of mercies and the G^* of 
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curse a part of his offspring, with all imaginable 
tortures, throughout the ceaseless duration of 
eternity ? And when such is declared to be the 
doctrine of that Book which proclaims ** good 
tidings of great joy <, that shall be to all people,'^ 
who can blame a man for pausing to inquire be- 
fore he believes ? Alas ! how many have been 
driven headlong into the vortex of Infidelity by 
that which " compels them to renounce** the 
glad tidings of peace and salvation to the world! 
How many have turned away from the Bible, 
becanse they supposed it to contain a doctrine un- 
surpassed in cruelty by any tiling ever conceived 
by pagan superstition or savage ferocity ! But 
if they had learned that the Bible is their friend, 
and announces eternal felicity to them and to all 
mankind," they would have embraced it with 
zeal and loved it with ardent devotion. 

Thus we find that the chief objections to the 
word of God result from the belief that it teaches 
certain doctrines of human creeds, to which in 
fact it gives no support whatever. This consi- 
leration should strengthen our faith in the Scrip- 
ntes ; an4 also increase our zeal in the work of 
sMvin|^ioMte)kind what God has spoken, and 
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should be diligently studied in perfect freedom 
from all restraints imposed by human means and 
authority. And if thus studied, with the aid of 
every useful help that can be obtained, it will 
make the mind wise unto salvation, and fill the 
soul with peace and joy ! 

One more consideration will bring us to the 
close of the present chapter: We should be- 
live no doctrine that cannot be expressed in the 
language of the Bible. It may well be con- 
cluded that God intended his word to be under- 
stood according to the language in which that 
word has been spoken to man. Figures and 
parables should be interpreted in accordance 
with the known usage of language, and in the 
light of clear and unambiguous testimony. But 
every essential item of Christian faith should be 
found expressed in words so plain and easily 
und6rstood, that the wayfaring man, though a 
fool, need not err therein. And such is indeed 
the case. "V^ho can fail to comprehend such 
declarations as the following? — "The Lord ii 
good to all ; and his tender mercies are over all 
his works." — " There is but one God." — " God 
is love." — He ** will by no meaiHS clear the 
guilty." — He ** will have all men to j|:^^^i»ve^' 
—He is the " God and Father of aOl.**— " 'IIT 
living God, who is the Sav\oi o^ ^ m^w." 
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Such language expresses truths involving 
the highest interests of man in time and in 
eternity ; and it is commended by its very sim- 
plicity to the comprehension of every man. But 
the reader will find that the doctrines which 
com^l men to reject the Bible against their own 
feelings and convictions of its excellency and 
worth, thoiigh very plainly stated in the creeds of 
human devise, were never expressed in Scripture 
language. The Trinity, vicarious atonement, to- 
tal depravity, substituted righteousness and sin, 
future judgment, and endless misery, are phrases 
that have never yet been found in Scripture ; ^ 
ipor have we been able to find any thing of a 
sihiilar meaning. Such things, therefore, should 
all be laid aside ; while the Divine Record is 
made the great standard and the only standard of 
our faith. 

Let all our inquiries be thus governed — let us 

cultivate a fondness for the study of divine truth 

«-4et Us habituate the mind to frequent and con- 

^ stant communion with God — and while we dili- 

-^rady avail ourselves of every means of instruc- 

which die Lord lias afiforded, let us humbly 

y that his Holy Spirit will en 

8 and guide us into all truth. 




CHAPTER VI. 

THE NATURE AND ATTRIBUTES OF «0D. 

Much as Christians of various denominations 
disagree in their respective systems of faith, 
there is a remarkable concurrence of belief among 
all in regard to «he essential /attributes of the 
Godhead. All believe ;that our Maker is a being 

. of infinite wisdom, almighty power, and perfecf 
and unbounded benevolence. These three ak 
tributes plainly comprise all that belong^fo the 
Divinity. And justice and mercy, holinees and 
truth are but varied manifestations of the same 
common nature. No conflicting principles abide 
in God — ^no opposing qualities emanate from 
Him. And if it be proper to distinguish be- 
tween his several attributes, it may well lie said, 
And now abideth wisdom, power and goodness, J 
these three ; but the greatest 6f these is gi^- 
ness. None deny that God possesses everfM" 

^ellency of character in the greateil posf^ 

perfection ; and all admit that if any 
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thrdivine nature may properly be distinguished 
above all the rest, that attribute is benevolence. 
Whether vfe direct our inquiries to the works 
and ways, or to the word of God, we everywhere 
behold the most striking and convincing mani- 
fesHtions of goodness. fSvery theological writer, 
of whatever belief, anaupon whatever subject he 
may bestow his labors, is constrained to acknow- 
ledge that the earth is full of the goodness of the 
liOrd; and that wherever the wisdom and 
power of Jehovah are displayed, there are cer- 
tain proofs of perfect and changeless benevolence. 
^ The great fundamental principles ofallreli- 
^gious truth are freely recognized by all profess- 
ing C'hristians ; and our diversities of belief are 
found in the different conclusions which we 
draw *from the same general premises. While 
ail believe that God is infinitely wise, powerful 
and good^ and perhaps also agree with respect 
to the desi^s and intentions of his will, the 
^i|rhtest progress of mind from first principles is 
,ed by contrariety of faith. And the fact 
strange and almost unaccountable, tha|;iB 
ifrom the same point and j[n reasonmg 
iacknowledged principles, we 
oiily different, but directly opposite 
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results. One is led to believe in the final de- 
struction of all sin and suffering, while another 
holds that these enemies of God and man ^iU 
be immortalized and continue to exist so long as 
eternity shall endure. Surely, one or the other 
must << gready err." And it cannot be cbnslder- 
ed a n^atter of indifference with any thinking 
being whether we know on which side 
the truth is found, or not. The subject relates 
to the highest interests of the souL And the 
individual who realizes no concern of mind in 
regard to the ultimate destination of the hnman 
race is unworthy the name of a man. On this 
subject every thought and feeling of the mind 
should be actively and earnestly engaged ; and 
the inquiry should be steadily and faithfully 
pursued, until every cloud is dispersed and'every 
doubt removed, and the soul enters fully into 
. rest in believing the whole truth of God. And 
although we claim no infallibility, we cannot 
doubt that God has placed within our reach the 
means of ascertaining to our perfect satisfaction 
what shall be the final destiny of the huinaii 
family. The whole plan of the divine econoo^ 
may not be understood — the unsearchable ju^' 
ments of God may not be fathomed by the feebta^ 
powers of man — the times and seasons wl 
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the Father hath put in his own power may not 
be known to thp dwellers on earth-^-and we may 
not clearly perceive all the means and instru- 
mentalities by which the worW shall be recon- 
ciled unto God and blessed in Christ Jesus. 
But from a good understanding of the nature and 
attributes of the Lord, and with the powerful 
aids derived from the clear light of revelation, 
we may ascertain the purposes of our Maker, 
and learn the great end for which we were 
spoken into being. 

Is the subject of religion dark and abstruse 
above all others, that men think and believe so 
differently on this subject? We cannot sanc- 
tion such a notion. And we are well persua- 
ded that such wide and essential differences of 
faith would be overcome and removed, if men 
would only reason as logically from cause to ef- 
fect and (torn proposition to conclusion on reli- 
gious subjects, as in matters of less importance. 
The true reason of such unreasonable diversities 
i)ief must be sought in the preponderating 
of religious feeling, and in the almost in- 
>Ie power of prejudice in sacred things ; 
4iot in the nature of the subject itself. Be- 
reUgion is so pre-eminently important to 
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man^ and feeling and desire are more strong and 
active than reason and judgment .on this subject, 
the mind is here less susceptible to the convic- 
tions of truth, than in reference to any other 
matter that invites investigation and claims be- 
lief. Liability to mistake is a common weak- 
ness of our race ; and error here seems to take 
the strongest hold, and is the least wiUing to 
yield to the persuasions of reason and the evi- 
dence of truth. On this subject, the best gift of 
God to man, even reason, has been denied its 
appropriate work, the voiqe of humanity has, 
been silenced, and eyery generous emotion of 
the soul has been stifled by the influence of fear 
and the arbitrary power of prejudice. And men 
of deep and vigorous intellect and the most dear 
and penetrating minds in 'most respects, have 
been so completely fettered in erroneous prepos- 
sessions on this subject, as to sanction and adopt 
a process of reasoning, that would meet tlw 
severest reprehension and even excite their lidi- 
cule in any matter of philosophical tnil 
It is painful to reflect upon the fact 
of high standing and great influence in 
avowedly support doctrines which ihefl\ 
never examined, and which they could iii 
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lieve if they were fully to investigate their claims 
to belief. They have been drawn into particu- 
lar chuj*ches by various influences — some by 
education and early associations, but more per- 
haps through the- desire to be considered fashion- 
able ; and they seem not to care what is preach- 
ed or what is believed. '* A theological system," 
says Dr. Jortin, *» is too often no more than a 
temple consecrated to implicit faith ; and he who 
enters^ in there to worship, instead of leaving 
his shoes, after the eastern manner, must leave 
his understanding at the door; and it will be 
well if he find it when he comes out again." 
Who that thinks deeply and reasons well, can 
actually believe that a God of infinite wisdom, 
power and benevolence, has ever formed a 
scheme involving infinitely unhappy consequen- 
ces, or a benevolent plan that will ultimately 
fail of success ? And yet men of capacious 
powers of mind and large benevolence of heart, 
are found in Churches^ where it is preached and 
that God, with all his benevolence to 
ii^ his wisdom to plan, and his power to 
iHe, will at last sufier a large portion of his 
»ring to groan in ceaseless and endless woe! 
^hen we meet such persons on their way to 
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places of worship, we cannot suppress the inr 
quiry, Have they ever fully examined the incon- 
sistent and merciless doctrines they heaf preach- 
ed, and do they believciwhat they hear? The 
silent answer within, is, they lea v6 aometiiing 
at the door of the temple before they enter,. and 
that something they are careful to carry with 
them in every other place ! , . 

The impression widely obtains, not orij 
among the meanly educated and illiterate, Jbntal^ 
so among sucli as ought to know, better and are 
"without excuse," that the powers of the hum^ 
mind should not be ^s freely exercised, and wi& 
the same determination to follow the truth wher- 
ever it may lead, in matters of a religious natiu% 
as on other subjects of inquiry. The sacredoeai 
and importance of the subject are made to insp|B 
a kind of superstitious awe ; and the mind fi^ 
to investigate. The policy of spiritual l^M^ 
in other days has been marked by studied eflS 
to trammel the minds of men, and thus re 
them subservient to their own selfish s 
and wishes. And we fear that the samel 
though perhaps dictated by better feeli; 
directed td more worthy ends, still has its, 
tical advocates and supporters. Investigatii 
crushed by the overpowering desire to sus 
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•ite dogma and preserve the public morals 
the contaminations of error. There is en- 
f too much constraint in, canvassing the evi- 
es of religious truths and too litde willing- 
to follow its directions wherever it may 
, and whatever may be the consequences, 
minds should be utterly divested of every 
. weak and unmanly feeling; and every 
r consideration should be completely absorb- 
n this one All-important inquiry, What is 
k ? The- truth is always safe ; and we have 
ing to fear from a knowledge of any thing 
God has ever revealed. 
Qiong such as diligently seek to understand 
truth of God, one great source of error is 
d in ihe manner in which many commence 
labor. Instead of first acquainting them- 
|8 with the great fundamental principles of 
\ as set forth in the Scriptures, and freely 
owledged by all reasonable beings, and 
ag them out in the light of reason and of re- 
ion, to their legitimate results, they begin 
e middle of the subject, and most zealously 
' to build up the superstructure, without 
)incr to examine the foundation. And some 
stian ministers seek to operate upon the 
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people, as a teacher would upon his scholars, if 
he should attempt to instruct them in the higher 
branches of education, before he has taught them 
the alphabet ! They commence their efforts by 
urging men to the important duty of repentance; 
but it seems not to occur to their minds that a 
man must have some knowledge of the Being 
against whom he has sinned, before he can lifo- 
derstandingly exercise repentance toward God. 
Even children are taught that they are sinnen 
before God, and in danger of losing their im- 
mortal souls, before they have ever ^stu^ied 
simplest rudiments of religion— before they 
know any thing of the nature of the soul or of 
the Being that created it ! And some person! 
commence, they know not where, and adTantf 
as rapidly as soon to imagine themselves 
acquainted with the great consummation ofOl 
moral government, and the final destinySI|^ 
human race ; when at the same time they 
scarcely bestowed a single thought upon 
knowledged foundation of all religious 
Such being the case, and considering 
yielding tenacity with which most men 
their opinions and prejudices, we need no 
marvel that the grossest errors in theol 




UNIVERSALIST BELIEF. 69 

aced arid advocated by those whose heads are 
, and whose minds are discerning and pen- 
ng on every other subject, 
it to return. There are, as we have already 
1, certain first principles or fundamental 
3 contained in the Scriptures, that should 
^ell defined and clearly understood, and 

the foundation of the entire superstructure 
r faith. And having laid a correct and per- 
snt basis, we may proceed from one degree 
lother until we arrive at true and satis- 
fy conclusions. First principles should 
rn our investigations on every subject; and 
ever stands opposed to acknowledged and 
7n truths, we may safely decide has no rea- 
3le claims to our confidence and belief, 
t do the Scriptures teach us concerning the 
Bme Being ? '^ God is love." In view 
tis simple declaration, which expresses a 

immensely important, we should carefully 
ide from our credenda every principle that 
Is opposed in its nature or tendency to love* 

is not divided against himself. His nature 
re and simple, as it is holy. And being love, 
ust be free from all absolute hatred. Is the 
f a Being of wisdom and knowledge ? The 
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same source responds, <* tKs understanding u 
infinite'' — ** Known unto God are all his worh 
from the beginning of the world.'' Nothing 
has ever been concealed from his clear and all- 
searching vision— every event, however remote, 
is present to his view. 

** Eternity, with all its years, 
Stands present in thy view ; 
To thee there's nothing old appears, 
Great God, there's nothing new." 

The destiny of every human being was as fully 
known to his mind before the earth was moulded 
into form, as it will be when the trump of the 
arch-angel shall arouse the sleeping dead, and 
time shall be no more ! 

And what is the character of God ? A mere 
manifestation of his nature, which is love. But 
his word answers, " The Lord is good to aUt 
and his tender mercies are over all his works'* 
— ^he «*{« kind to the unthankftd and evtL\ 
His benevolence and mercy extend not only to* 
the faithful and just, but even to the evil and 
wicked of our race. And if his mercy is over ^| 
all his works, there lives not a soul beyond th^ 
extent and influence of that boundless mere] 
So long as man has a being, and in whatti 
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world he may exist, he is a work of God, and 
therefpre lives within the sphere of divine good- 
n^, tender merciesy andloving-kindness. Does 
God devise any plans ip reference to the ends of 
his works, apd will the purposes of his will un- 
failingly be accomplished? A direct reply 
comes from the revelation of his truth. — «' He 
dpeth according 4o his tuill in the army of hea- 
ven, and among the inhabitants, of the earth^* — 
he " worketh aU things after the counsel of his 
own wiir^ — " declaring the ' end from the be- 
ginning^^^—ond " whatsoever God doeth, it 
9hall be f^^^f ' nothing can be put to it^ nor 
my thin^Kjfienfrom it,*^ 

Here thM are plain, but most essential truths, 
hat should be well understood in the outset. 
Phese things should be firmly fixed in the mind 
•efoir^l^ any progress is attempted in. the work 
f {^m|yring them to the various and discordant 
es that prevail in the worW. They have 
"tedst direct and important bearing upon 
item of faim to which we are required to 
ield the assent of the mind and to embrace 
Hlli the heart. They form, indeed, the only 
iriie foundation of rational Christian belief, 
ver fairfy and legitimately results from 
.acknowledged and undoubted premises,. 
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must be true; while that whiph contradicts one 
of these principles, cannot be otherwise than 
fcdae. Let the learner, t]:^eQ, begin where he 
ought, and steadily progress in that light whidi 
will beam upon his pathway from first prindpks 
and undeniable truths, ever remembering that 
error alone is inconsistent, while one truth never 
contradicts another ; and care|»illy avoiding all 
the jargon and subtleties of narrow-minded aad 
bigoted schoolmen, and he cannot fail to^eif* 
brace the great truth of Christian revelation, Ai| 
God "will have all men to be saved, andtl| 
come unto the knowledge of tl^i^thJ' Jfe 
other conclusion can be reasonaa^Bpf#ti tl0 
the nature, character and purpose^W^he 151 
God. Benevolence prompts his power— wii 
forms the plans of his will— and omnij 
will execute his designs, and carry intc 
completion every intention of his min(iy 
above all, and through all, andinall|^i 
power in the universe can evetptoy his 
hand, or defeat the accompBshment^ oC 
pleasure ! 
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CHAPTER VII. 

DESIGN IN THE CREATION OF MAN. 

In view of the foregoing, let us now endeavor 
to consider iht design of God in the creation of 
man. To say that a wise being never acts 
without design, is but to repeat a truism, that 
will not be disputed by any man who is capable 
of thougb^ And ap Gpd is a being of infinite 
wisdom^H^was the great purpose of his will, 
when he Iptke the world into existence by the 
w(urd of his power, and imparted the vital energy 
io man ? If ** known unto God are all his works 
&<»a|v|be beginning of the world," the ultimate 
of the human race must have been em- 
in this all-comprehensive knowledge, 
possible intentions could render the end 
mp certain. A^d if there be any difference 
between knowledge and design with God, the 
dittiii^on is so nice that we shall not attempt to 
lain it ; nor would the decision of this ques- 
afiect the nature of our subject. The Scrip- 
teach us that God both knows and declares 
7 
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the end from the beginning. And we are noi» 
concerned to ascertain for what 6nd the authoi 
of wisdom gave existence to man. He nd 
no experiment to test his power, to try hip! 
or to declare his greatness. He was inde^ 
dently glorious and perfectly happy ; amd nc 
possible advantage could accrue to himself frono 
the exercise of his omnific energies. He ^af 
certainly a being of immense beneficenct^ a 
illimitable goodness ; and if any principle 
ed the preponderating power in his min^ 
principle was LOVE. 

Who doubts that such was Croii^iiirheii^ 
smiling mom of creation dawned ii 
and the light of Heaven burst in glory iipi^ 
overspreading darkness of chaotic nighif 
could have harbored no ill will toward- 
offending creatures whom he intei^^ 
call forth into life from the unconsciouf ^ 
of nonentity. No feeling opposed ^j^ 
and love found place in his puiip anc 
There was no counsellor to instrdii^ 
power without to direct his will. Exiil 
in the plenitude of perfect glory and 
conceived the plan and began the wc^l 
the Qnly reasonable conclusion isf tba|^ 
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prompted his creative power, while the 
purpose "of his will was the communication 
>piness. In this conclusion, we rejoice to 
e, that nearly the whole Christian world 
leartily concur^^TT/The notion that the great 
aod God ever created a being with the in- 
n of making it endlessly miserable, is so 
Ijr repugnant to every natural feeling of the 
ti heart, and withal involves such unpro- 
1 and wanton cniel^, that few are so bUnd- 
r error and suflSiciently hardened against 
md their fellows, as to admit such a thought 
le artif^es of their faith. We know that this 
QniHpiful and horrible dogma is embody- 
a matiual which many still professedly re- 
the standard of their faith. But even 
generally deny this doctrine, or seek 
l^tts meaning by a species of reasoning, 
I^At once evinces their own deep and utter 
jlllQe of such blasphemous error ! 
p^^^mgpdling notion throughout Christen- 
b^^al God originally designed that man's 
0.0% should be a blessing — that all men 
jt tihimately be raised to immortal life and 
riy joys. This belief, which works like 
(^ and will yet purify the Church of mon- 
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sn^ous errors, has evea found ilq way into 
Churches still denominated Calvinislic. And 
the followers of the Genevan Reformer ud 
themBelves obliged no longer to proclaaPin 
" high places" what their Confession of F^th 
still declares, that God from all eternity elected 
some men to everlasting' life, and passed by and 
fore-ordained the remainder to dishonor and 
misery! A sentiment more destttnle of every 
characteristic of loveliness, and more replete 
with cruelty, never emanated from the blindness 
of superstition or the corruption of error; aud 
it is only befitting the fabled abodes of darkness 
and of demons '. We say nothing mPhe cbvK- 
ter of its believers — they are generally as good 
as other people, and perhaps far better than onr 
selves — but we speak of the sentiment ita^j 
aud pronounce it a libel upon the charaotet.ol 
God, a disgrace to the very name of rdigiqiii 
and a foul reproach to humanity itself! y/,t 
are not astonished that the advocates and be- 
lievers of this notion should so rapidly dwrbnt 
in number ; and we think the spirit o( prophec] 
ia not needed to divine that the period will sooi 
come when no man in civilized life will dia 
honor his Maker by giving utterance to such i 
thought ! 
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Proof of the position is no longer demanded, 
that God commf need the work of creation with 
''^^^design df rendering every man a gainer by 
mce. Nay, the fact is equally accredited 

Si 'he intended the vast family of man for a 
higher and happier — an immortal and heavenly 
existence beyond all the limits of change and 
decay. His designs stretched into the spiritual 
world; and he constituted man a living soul, 
and impressed him with his own divine likeness, 
with a view to his ultimate and unchangeable 
destiny, " Known unto God are all his works 
from thekpginnirjig of the worldJ*^ His know- 
ledge coffl|)assed the end, as well as the begin- 
ning of man. The present state of being is but 
the incipient stage of man's existence ; and his 
high destination as the child of God will be at- 
taia^d in that world where men and angels are 
equll, and share together the unspeakable bliss 
of li^ven. 

\\i ;WOidd be an impeachment of the wisdom 
4|ld benevolence of God. to suppose that his 
aetual ,^igns toward man extend no farther 
^SbasL the present life, and that our condition in 
Ihe foliire and permanent state of existence will 
• be determined by mere fortuity. Paul, in hig 

7* 
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eloquent address from Mars' hill to the Athenian 
people, after declaring the existence of that God 
innbom is the breath of all mankind, proceadld 
to testify of his designs toward our race, sa^f^^j 
" And hath made of one blood all nations of Dden 
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 
determined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation." This determina- 
tion of God, made of old, had respect to the 
places and limits of the habitations of men on 
the earth. And shall we suppose thai God 
would make such arrangeraeats with reference 
to the temporal existence of man, and yet have 
no certain determinations beforehand in his own 
mind in regard to the final and permanent life cf 
the heirs of immortality ? The Scriptures forbid 
the thought that God has any designs of limited 
extent, or tiiat any thing affecting our ultimata 
interests was ever with him a matter of tmcer- 
tainty. 

We read in tlK 46th of Isaiah, "I am God, 
and there is none like me, declaring the end 
from the beginning, and from ancient,^mes the 
things that are not yet done, saying. My cunn- 
sel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure." 
We do not affirm that this language was uttered 
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with particular reference to the final destiny of 
any man. But it plainly asserts the fact that 
tbe- purposes of God extend from the commence' 
ment of his works to the end which he designs 
to accomplish. And we think the spirit of the 
passage fully justifies the conclusion that the 
same is true in reference to the great end for 
which man was called iiito existence. The end 
of m^n is not here attained ; and the present life, 
compared to the future, is scarcely more 
than the shadow to the substance. We can 
think of no reason why man should form any 
exception to the works, of, which God declares 
the end frotti the beginning. But in view of the 
iuptructions of our Savior, that a man is much 
better^, than a i^eep, and that God will much 
more certainly feed and clothe his children, than 
supply the fowls of the air with food, we may 
regionably conclude that man stands pre-eminent 
among the works of God, of which the end was 
determined from ancient times by an immutable 
counsel! 

But we need. not dwell upon this point. It is 
certain, and the fact is not disputed, that God 
designed the end of man, when his sovereign fiat 
went forth, and the shapeless void of chaos gave 
place to the smiling face of creation. And the 
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fact is equally incontrovertible, and almos 
same extent certainly believed, that the < 
signed was compatible with goodness an 
and contemplated the immortal glory and * 
felicity of the human race. 

Keeping these things distinctly in vievi 
now endeavor to sum up the conclusior 
whole matter. The premises, which a 
versally acknowledged, jnay^ be consider 
futable. God is a Being of infinite w 
power and goodness ; and he designed i 
ultimate happiness. These are the pre 
and there must be a fault somewhere if w 
to opposing conclusions. And it will 
ceived that the grand difference between 
posers and ourselves is found in the diffe; 
suits at which we arrive in reasoning fr 
same general principles. 

The iihportance of the subject will ji 
slight repetition. God is perfectly wi8< 
erful and good. When he had comple 
handywork of creation, and pronounci 
whole " very good," he designed all n 
for a happy destiny. This truth is 
taught and most happily expressed, in t 
question and answer of the Westminster 
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bly's Catechism — " Q. What is the chief and 
highest end of man? A. Man's chief and high- 
est end is to glorify God, and fully to e^jjoy 
HIM forever." Such is the end for which man 
was designed by his Maker. And the grand 
question to be settled, is, will God's original in- 
tentions be accomplished ? or will his designs be 
defeated, and his purposes annulled? We 
maintain that God's counsel will stand, and that 
he will do all%is pleasure ; while others contend 
that some men will never reach the end for 
which God designed them ! 

Our view of the subject appears consistent 
with itself, and with the acknowledged princi- 
ples from which it is drawn — its opposite is at 
ntter variance with the premises agreed upon, 
and forma a strange anomaly in reasoniilg from 
{impositions to conclusions. If the infinitely 
v^f^ powerful and benevolent Jehovah at last 
fails in the execution of his holy designs, to 
what conceivable cause shall that deplorable fail- 
ure be attributed? Neither disposition nor abil- 
ity is lacking on his part. Why then, we ask, 
Wm his kind and gracious intentions never be 
fulfilled? Are we tqld that man is 2l free-agent 1 

But such an answer, though it has silenced many, 

?••' ' 
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gives no satisfaction to the thinking mind, that 
will not stop short of the truth. Suppose man . 
to be perfectly free — far more free than the 
winds of heaven, must the purposes and designs 
of the all-wise and omnipotent God, on that aC' 
coimt, be of doubtful fulfilment, and liable to ul- 
timate failure ? Haa man obtained any new and 
wonderful powers, of which God knew nothing 
when he formed the plan of creation, and de- 
signed our race to glorify their *Maker**flnrf 
fully to enjoy him forever 9^^ 

We cannot possibly perceive that the alleged 
fact of man's free-agency has any necessary con- 
nexion with our subject. Whatever agency 
man may possess, none will doubt that it has 
been derived from God, and was conferred for 
wise and benevolent purposes, compatible with 
the glorious and happy end for which man was 
designed. But to suppose that our Makei^ftii 
given his creatures a power, by which his own 
plans will be thwarted, and his best designs for- 
ever defeated, is certainly to charge him with 
great folly and improvidence ! And yet many 
seem to suppose that a mere assertion, touching 
the freedom of the human will, is abundantly, 
sufficient to- silence all inquiry and settle evei 
dispute ! 
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But must we believe that the fulfilment of 
God's designs depends upon the voluntary but 
QQcertain choice of man ? Shall our Maker be 
robbed of his glory, and his feeble creatures 
clothed with the attributes of divinity? And 
shall we abandon all the premises upon which 
we have agreed, and look to frail worms of the 
dast for the termination of works, commenced 
by the Sovereigti Lord ? We cannot sanction 
such reasoning. And we seriously doubt 
whether it really satisfies any candid, unpreju- 
diced and reasoning mind ! 

Are we asked, if God really designed all men 
for happiness, why are not all happy now ? 
We answer, men have not here attained to their 
final end — they are still subjects of divine disci- 
pUne — and though they are sinful and suffering, 
and now come short of the glory of God, the 

*e has been given and the purpose declared, 
in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are 
00 earth, even in him." Temporarys in and suf- 
firthg cannot defeat the divine intentions in re- 
to the end ofnnan. But when it is decla- 
4hat man's yina/ condition will be dishonor- 
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able and miserable, it is supposed that God will 
fail in his undertaking, and eternally behold the 
monuments of his defeat ! 

^\Knovm unto God are aU his works from 
the beginning of the world.^^ What he knows 
cannot be uncertain — ^what he has purposed can 
never change. And Paul speaks of the immu- 
tability of his counsel, confirmed by the oath of 
Him who cannot lie. The only reasonable t;on- 
clusion, then, is, that whatever may be the sins 
and sufferings of man, the pleasure of the Lord 
will at last be accomplished, ai^d the vast frater- 
nity of man exalted to that divine and heavenly 
life for which our Maker at first designed us. 
This glorious consummation is declared in the 
record of divine truth: for we are there certified 
that every kl^ shall bow, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father. And we are also assuredllkat 
when the last enemy of man shall be destroyed, 
and all men are made alive in Christ, this same 
God and Father shall be all in all. 
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> CHAPTER VIII. 

PATERNITY OF GOD. 

We have already considered the design of 
God in the creation of man. Reasoning from 
the acknowledored nature and attributes of the 
Supreme Being, the conclusion seemed una- 
voidably to follow that he originally intended all 
men for ultimate happiness, and also that his be- 
nevolent purposes cannot possibly fail in the 
end. These conclusions are the leo^itimate de- 
ductions ..of sober reason and plain common 
sense ; and no man who admits the correctness 
of the premises, can possibly avoid them, except 
by a Strang^ and unauthorised course of reason- 
ing, that would be utterly condemned by all in 
regard to any other subject. We consider the 
argument referred to unanswerable, except on 
supposition that there is chance in the eco- 

>tny of God. If nothing is certain in the divine 

id — nothing really known unto God from the 

Iff of the world — and if man's immortal 
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destiny depends upon. his own voluntary but 
very uncertain choice — then it must be admitted 
that no reasonable argument in proof of either 
universal or partial' salvation can be drawn 
from the nature and attributes of God, or 
from his kind intentions when he first in- 
spired man with the breath of life! If all 
is uncertainty, the clearest reasoner is as likely 
to be wrong as right; and according to this 
notion, even the Scriptures must be considered 
a very imperfect rule of faith. Investigation is 
no longer necessary; apd we need only wait 
patiently to ascertain the final issue of the 
strange and unaccountable workings of chance! 
But we ^have clearly proved that the Scrip- 
tures entirely disallow of any thing like uncet- 
tainty or chance in the mind of God; and 
certify us that all his works are known unto him 
from the beginning of the world — that he de- 
clares the end from the beginning — and that 
while his counsel shall stand, he will do all his 
pleasure. And our argument, which defies re- 
futation, derives all its stability and force from 
these manifest truths of the divine word, 
acknowledgment of the premises, no man ci 
ITavoid the conclusion that we have drawn, except 
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by a gross departure from Scripture truth,andfroin 
every principle of sound reason. We can never 
be driven from our position by the senseless cry 
of " Fatalism." We believe ttat Gop, and not 
"Fate,*' i» the Governor of all worlds and the 

• 

sovereign disposer of every event. We believe 
that no freedom or powpr in man can thwart any 
of his purposes or defeat any of his undertakings. 
And we believe that all his promises will be ful- 
filled — ^all his designs executed — and all his be- 
nevolent intentions accomplished in the eventual 
glory and happiness of all mankind. And if all 
this constitutes " Fatalism," we would rather be 
' " Fatalists" than believers in chance ! 

We shall now consider the parental character 
of the Divine Being, and produce the argument 
derived from this relation of God to man in proof 
of universal salvation. We have an interesting 
subject. And we hope to treat it in such a man- 
ner as to appeal at once both to reason and affec- 
tion ; that while the judgment is convinced, the 
heart may be improved. 

We find a most clear and beautiful synopsis 
Christian faith in the 4th chapter of Ephe- 
Ls. The whole substance of the matter is 
here brought distinctly into view within a very 



»«^ 



^mk 




88 UNIVERSALIST BELIEF. 

small compass. And al) that we are required 
to believe is comprised in the several fundamen- 
tal principles of doctrine here enumerated. 
** There is" (says the apostle) " one body, and one 
spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling : one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of all,- who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all." This " one body" 
is the human race. Jesus Christ is declared to 
" be the head of every man." All «ien, there- 
fore, are constituent members of a common body. 
This "one spirit" is the Holy Ghost, or the 
spirit of divine truth, that sanctifies and regene- 
rates the heart of man. This <* one hope" is of 
immortality, and is sure and steadfast as an an- 
chor of the soul upon the sea of mortal life. 
This " one Lord" is Jesus Christ " the Sop. of 
the^Living God" and ** the Savior of the world." 
" He is Lord of all," both the living and the 
dead. And of all that the Father hath given 
him he will lose nothing, but raise it up again 
at the last day. This *' one faith" is the faith 
of Abraham, which embraces all the nations, 
families and kindreds of the earth, and contem-.;| 
plates the final blessedness of all mankind in thi 
Heavenly nature of the second man, even the' 
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quickening spirit of immortal life. This "one 
baptism*' is that which was merely prefigured 
by the immersions in water of the Baptist, and 
it is the baptism of the soul into the spirit of 
divine truth, grace and love. And this " one 
God" is the Father of all spirits; and he "is 
above all, and through all, and in you all." In 
him is the breath of all mankind, and unto him 
belong the issues from death. All now live in 
him ; and when the Messiah's mediatorial king- 
dom shall be delivered up to the Father, this 
one God shall "6c all in alV^ 

Such is briefly the substance of Christian 
faith — of ihe faith that we cherish, and in which 
we rejoice with inexpressible joy. It embraces 
rfl that benevolence can require, and fully satis- 
fies every pure and good desire of the human 
soul. Nothing short of this faith can give per- 
fect rest and peace to the^eart. And while we 
richly enjoy its blessings, we would zealously 
labor to bring the votaries of error and the vic- 
tims of tormenting fear under its benign and 
happy influence. We know that Christian peo- 
Igle cannot be satisfied with the unmerciful dog- 
tea of endless woe. They cannot rejoice with 
a fblness of joy in the awful prospect of infinite 
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and ceaseless agonies for kindred and friends, or 
even for any soul of man. Many of them are 
seeking and feeling after a better—^a gospel faith. 
And we desire to assist them in their efforts, 
and to do them good. It is a pity that any man 
who has ever experienced the influence of a 
Savior's love, should feel obliged to believe in 
violation of every benevolent affection of his na- 
ture that God will doom some of hjs offspring to 
the suffering of endless and unmerciful torments! 
And we pray God to assist us in our endeavors 
to deliver our Christian brethren from the power 
of a wretched heathen dogma, and enable them 
to rejoice in that glorious gospel of t]je blessed 
God, which is good tidings of flj^at joy that 
shall be to all people ! 

We are informed in the 8(^BH|re record of 
the creaticm of the world, that itiim was created 
in the intage of Gml^ We are not taught that 
any other creature of earths received the impress 
of the divine likeness. All came into being 
through the same omnific energies, and were 
equally adapted to an earthly existence. As 
animals all may be considered the mere creatures 
or earth, and of a day. But in ascending the* 
scale of being from the meanest form of aoiupii^ 
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existence up .to the highest order of creatures 
that live on the earth, we find that immortal 
mind holds ccmnexipn with flesh and hlood, and 
that there are ties of kindred that hind man to 
angels and to God ! The divine image is not 
found in the form and fashion of the earthly 
man, nor in any thing that gives us alliance to 
the brutes that perish. If we were but earthly 
beings we should be no more than beasts of a high 
order. It was in reference merely to our animal 
nature that Solomon said, ** a man hath no pre- 
eminence above a beast." But we are creatures 
not only of intellect, but also of moral affections 
Sid religious sentiments. And the likeness of 
the invisiblek^ God is impressed upon the inner 
man ; andft ** iBie spirit of the Divinity that stirs 
within us.'* !^^Hiere is a spirit in man ; and the 
inspiration of ifhe Alnughty giveth them under- 
gtanding." ^ 

The Psalmist in speaking of the exalted dig- 
nity of our race among the works of creation, 
declares that God has made man a little lower 
than the angels, and crowned him with glory 
and honor. Ps. viii. 5. And our Lord and 
Savior hais certified us that in the resurrection 
We shall be equal unto the angels. Luke 
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XX. 35. In view of these declarations of divine 
truth, we feel authorised to affirm that there is 
in man a combination of earthly and of angelic 
existence. We are now lower than the angels, 
because we live in an incipient state of being, 
and are subject to the influences of the flesh, to 
temptations, sufferings and death. Even our 

Savior, in his humiliation, and during the time 
when he lived and died in the world, " was 
made a little lower than the angels." Heb. ii. 
9. He has ascended above all things, and the 
angels of God worship him. We shall in like 
manner ascend; but not to the same heig^jt 
with the exalted Prince of life and the Savior of 
the world. We shall become »* equal unto the 
angels" — ^he is greater than all, "and little less 
than God." 

We view man as the connecting liink between 
irrational existence arid aingelic nature — ^between 
earth and heaven. And though he is subject to 
feelings and passions that belong to brutes, there 
are principles in his nature th^give him kin- 
dred to the angels and aflini^. IJ^Uod. His re- 
ligious faculties distinguish /biin above ^ other 
earthly creatures ; and bis^powers of profar eagio n 
bear sufficient testUnon^ to the fact thut 
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tare is not only higher, but different from that 
which is possessed by any other inhabitant of 
the world. He possesses peculiar feelings and 
powers, of which there is not the slightest mani- 
festation in any other creature of earth. No 
possible limits can be assigned to his capabilities 
of improvement ; while progression' is a thing 
entirely unknown among all other creatures with 
which yre are acquainted. He naturally seeks 
after the Being that made him ; and " as the hart 
panteth after the water brooks, so panteth his 
soul after the Living God." And his intellectual, 
moral, and religious faculties abundantly attest 
his filial relation to " the God of the spirits of all 
flesh." , 

As man was created in the image of his Ma- 
ker, we find that the Scriptures speak of God as 
the Father of our race. The mere act of com- 
municating a revelation to the world, was a plain 
recognition on the part of the Deity of this rela- 
tion. He addresses men as his children ; and , 
requires of all that obedience and love which the 
filial obligationi^Ji^pose. To brutes he reveals 
nothing ; and ^e mere instincts of their nature 
are the rules of their lives. They are incapable 
jipiritaal communion with God ; mnd 
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could be profited by no new manifestation of the 
Power that gare them existence. But man has 
been visited with messages of truth and love 
from Heaven, and addressed as one bearing high 
and holy kindred to his Maker. That superi- 
ority by which man is thus distinguished, is the 
likeness or image of God. It is found in our 
affections, our powers, and our capacities. This 
image of the Divinity is the chief glory of our 
nature, and the only thing that constitutes us the 
children of God. It is an emanation fromi hea- 
ven, though dwelling in the flesh. And when 
it shall be delivered from the bondage of conup- 
tion, and clothed with an immortal body, it will 
rise to an equality with the angels, and be in the 
highest and most perfect sense, the child of God. 
The paternity of God was not clearly reveal- 
ed and fully realized by man under the dispen- 
sation of the Old Testament. He was received 
rather as a Sovereign Ruler and Judge, than as 
a Father ; and to a great extent rather feared 
than loved. He was clothed with majesty and 
terror, and his name was an aWful sound. Hifl 
worshippers approached him with feelings d 
dread, and not with the confidence and trust oi 
chifaren. For many ages so much as th^ 
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of Father seems not to have been applied by man 

to his Maker. Moses, we believe, first used 
this appellation in reference to the Deity, in his 
farewell address to the people of Israel. But 
the name appears to have been mentioned in 
that case with but little understanding of itp ho- 
ly and endearing charms. It occurs occasion- 
ally afterwards ^roughout the ancient scriptures ; 
and perhaps some of the Seers and Prophets en- 
joyed a tolerable understanc^ng of the paternity 
of God to the hitman family. But we think the 
mass of the Jewish people knew but very little 
of this relation of God, and had no thought of 
worshipping him as a Father. "For the law 
was given by Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ." 

When, therefore, we come to the better and 
more perfect revelation of the Gospel, we find 
that Ae object of our devotions is represented in 
the parental character. Jesus teaches us to 
, worship the. Father, and to pray to our Father 
who is in heaven. This relation of God to man 
is constantly and prominently set forth through- 
out the whole of the new covenant of promise ; 
aid every other relation meets in and harmo- 
nq^ frith the character of a Father. One of 
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the excellencies of the Gospel above the older 
Scriptures, is found in its clearer revelations and 
plainer instructions with respect to the relation 
that subsists between God and the human race. 
ThjB veil that formerly obscured the Deity frpm 
the vfision of man, has been rent in twain and 
taken away ; and he now appears in the full 
light of the Gospel'as the father. 

But an inquiry of vast importance is here sug- 
gested to the mind. How far does the paternal 
relation of God extend ? How many of our race 
are his children ? We desire to answer these 
questions in the spirit of candor, and according 
to the testimony of the Scriptures. And we 
need not say that a vitally important point of 
doctrine is involved in the answer. We are to 
inquire whether the relation of which we speak 
is really natural, or merely adventitious — whether 
it is similar to that which exists between pa- 
rent and child on earth, or something that grows 
out of certain conditions of the mind of man, and 
is uncertain in its continuance. 

A few passages of the New Testament may 
properly be introduced in this place. We are 
informed in the 23d chapter of Matthew, that 
otir Savior addressed a multitude of people, 
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among whom were his own discipleil, and the 
Scribes and Pharisees, saying, "But be not ye 
called Rabbi : for one is your Master, even 
Christ ; and* all ye are brethren. And call no 
man your father upon the earth ifor one is your 
Father, which is in heaven/^ In this place 
Jesu» certainly declared that his friends and ene- 
mies were brethren, and therefore members of 
the same family ; ' and that the same God was 

the Father of them all. • And if the Scribes and 

•if 
Phansees, who wereinflueftced by an evil spirit, 

and were estranged from truth and righteous- 
ness, were Teally the children of God, this re- 
lation could not have been the mere effect of cir- 
cumstances. They had performed no work 
sufficient to sefcure tKe patei'nity of the Lord — 
there was no coijformity of life in them to the 
requisitions of the Gospel, that could ever have 
merited or produced this relation. And yet so 
far as the actual relation was concerned, no dis- 
tinction was made between them and the obedi- 
ent disciples of the Master. They sustained 
different characters, it is true ; and i^ a certain 
sense, that all can understand, and which we 
shall hereafter explain, the enemies of Christ 
-were not the children of God. But if the whole 
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multitude addressed were not in reality the 
members of one family and the children of a 
common Father, our Lord employed language 
that did not express his meaning, and which we 
are unable to understand. 

Again, we learn from the 17th chap, of Acts, 
that when Paul preached the Gospel in Ath'ens, 
he found the men of that city exceedingly igno- 
rant and superstitious ; so mtich so indeed that 
they reared an altar and rendered devotions to a 
God, of whom they professed to have no know- 
ledge. The aposde declared to them the true 
and living God ; and also sanctioned the sublime 
sentiment of one of their own poets, that man, 
irrespective of circumstances or character, is the 
child of God. Paul said, " For in him [God] 
we live and move, and have our being ; as cer- 
tain also of your own poets have said, * For we 
also are his offspring.^ " The sentiment of the 
poet was thus confirmed, and sealed with the 
truth of inspiration. The Athenians had not 
become the children of God by the exercise of 
repentance, the performance of good works, and 
the adoption of the spirit of truth. They did 
not even know God ; but still they were his 
offspring. And surely if the Athenians in tlnl 
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State of mental bUndness an4 ignorance in which 
Paul found them, were the children of God, our 
filial relation to the Father of spirits naturally 
exists, and is not the mere effect of adventitious 
circumstances. What was it that constituted 
them the offspring of the Deity ? The posses- 
sion of that divine image which God impressed 
upon our race, and thus declared us a branch of 
that ** whole family in heaven and earth," of 
which he is the Parent ! And as they were 
Go4^ chy^ren, it may in truth be said in refer- 
ence to allmen, " for one is your Father, which 
is in heaven." 

Again, in the 8^h chapter of Romans, Paul 
says, "The spirit itself beareth witness liSWi our 
spirits that we are the children of God." The 
fact heie stated is worthy of particular attention. 
The spirit is declared to be a tvitness, and the 
testimony which it bore was that the Christians 
were the children of God. Truth must exist 
before the witness testifies; and the office of a 
witness is not to <^reate truth, but to make 
known that M^bich is true. If Paul and his 
Christian brethren had not been the actual chil- 
jnof God b^ore the witness testified, the wit- 
would hav« borne false testimony. But 
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they were the offspring of the Deity, and the 
testimony of the Spirit of truth fully acquainted 
them with this fact, and enabled ttera to enjoy the 
relation of children. If a man have . not this 
spirit within l^ira, he is a stranger from God ; 
and although he is in fact a child of the Fathei 
of the spirits of all flesh, he cantiot enjoy the 
blessings of sonship. The witness, therefore, 
makes no change in the truth itself; but simply 
acquaints man with that whicji is true. All the 
change takes plape in man hitnsflf; aiid ii 
coming to the knowledge of the truth, he re- 
joices to find in God a benevolent Parent. The 
spirit bears the same testimony to all who re- 
ceive it; and in every case it is equally true: 
for God is the Father of all. 

Once more, Paul is equally explicit ia decla- 
ring the universal extent of the divine paternity, 
in Ephesians iv. 6, where he testifies that there 
is ^^one God and Father ofallJ^ We find no- 
thing in the connexion of this pasi^age to limit 
its signification to any portion of the human 
race; but the nature of. the subject plainly re- 
quires that it should be understood in the fullest 
sense. As certainly as "there is one L( 
one faith, one baptism," there is " one God 
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Father of a//." This declaration is so plain 
and so manifestly expresses the universal pater- 
nity of the Suprenie Being', that we can offer no 
comment, and none is needed to elucidate its 
meaning. 

We are aware of the common opinion that the 
divine image has been lost in man by reasfon of 
sin. But upon what plausible grounds this 
opinion is foundedive have never been informed. 
The Scriptures declare that man was created in 
ihe image of his Maker; but we have never 
Ifoeen able to find t};ie passage which declares that 
ithki image has ever been lost. James declared 
iin hi« day that men were "made after the simi" 
litude of God." Jas. iii. 9. If men had not 
'«eased to be created in the image of God at that 
time, we should like to be informed when so 
great a misfortune befel our race. 

But this talk about man having lost the divine 
image is unworthy of notice. As well might 
ve say tthat man has^ ceased to be a man. If 
aay one of our race is not a child of God, that 
individual is perfectly free from all filial obliga- 
tions to his Maker, and owes no more obedience 

\ik a beast. He is lost from our race, and 
no fraternal connexion with the human 
9* 
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family. But the absurdity of such a notion is 
too glaring to require formal confutation. And 
it would seem that no man who is at all convert 
sant with the Scriptures, and who ever takes the 
pains to think, eould harbor a supjj^osition so 
meanly preposterous. 

We may, however, be reminded of the fact 
that the Scriptures speak of some men as being 
children, of the Devil. The fact is not denied ; 
but we fear that it has been strangely misunder- 
stood. Are we to suppose t^jat an evil being 
has created, and prfeielrves in existence, and sup- 
plies the wants of a part of the huinan race ? 
Were the Jews who were called serpents and a 
generation of vipers, the actual children of a 
reptile? And was Judas who was called the 
son of perdition, really begotton of destruction? 
In all these things the relation is not real, but 
figurative. A child of the devil is an evil and 
wicked person. The character exhibited is 
taken for the man himself. A generation of vi- 
pers means men full of cursing and bitterness — 
with the poison of asps under their tongues, and 
their hearts filled with murder. And a son of 
petdition means one doomed 1o destruction, 
actual child of God may in spirit and chan 
be a child of hell. But whatever man mai 
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in feeling and conduct-^in the principles that 
gevem their lives — and in the objects of pursuit 
&at engage their attention, no fact is more posi- 
tively affirmed in the Scriptures, than that there 
is *<one God and Father of all." 

When we reflect upon the nature of that rela^- 
tion which 'binds together earthly parents and 
&eir children, we are at once convinced that the 
relation which subsists between the immortal 
Father of spirits and the human race, is not the 
result of accident, or pf any thing performed by 
man. Your children are bound tO/ you by the 
ties of kindred before they know you, and what- 
ever maj be their character. There is a natural 
relationship subsisting between father and child, 
which cannot be created by obedience, nor de- 
stroyed by disobedienpe. If we are in reality 
the oflTspring of Gpd, we are so before we know 
him ; and whatever niay be our sinful wanderings 
and unworthiness of character, we still bear the 
same relation. In feeling, and spirit, and cha- 
racter we may be the servants of sin and the 
children of Satan. But the ties of spiritual kin- 
dred that subsist between the Father of spirits 
and ourselves can never be dissolved ; and if 
were, it is certain that all our filial obliga- 
would at once be destroyed. The relation 
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of parent and child is not the resnlt of advenii- 
tious circumstances. It exists independently oi 
any peculiar character in either party; and 
though they be estranged and know hot each 
other, the parental and the filial relation still ex- 
ist. And, indeed, we find that the Lord called 
to the Israelites, in their greatest sinfulness, say- 
ing, " Turn, O backsliding childrenJ^ 

Can we view the Deity as the " God and Fa- 
ther of all" mankind, and still fsupposethat'thdre 
is a portion of ou&;|?ace to whom he bears no pa- 
rental affection arii| love ? Will he ever, undei 
any conceivable circumstances, withdraw his fa^ 
therly goodness, and become hardened against 
any that were created in his image and bear his 
divine likeness ? The good father provides foi 
the wants of his children, and seeks to bless 
them ; and though he may be strictly just in his 
discipline toward them, he still bestows upoi 
them unnumbered favors that have never been 
merited. He is kind to his offspring before they 
knpw him ; and his love follows them through 
ev^y scene of life even unto death. The way- 
ward and disobedient are objects of his tendei 
compassion ; and he never ceases his efforts tc 
reclaim them from the ways of folly and ti 
gression, and to restore them to wisdoms 
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pe^ce. And the man who should become the 
foe of any of his children, and subject them to 
fierce curses without intending ever to do them 
any good, wduld forfeit the name and character 
of a parent, and stand before the world a monster 
in cruelty, and an object of universal execration 
and disgust ! No matter what might be the iri- 
gratitude and vileness of his offspring ;. if he were 
to treat them with revenge or maliciousness, or 
abatidon them to the worst imaginable fate, he 
■would be not only unworthy the name of a pa- 
rent, but a disgrace to humanity, and little less 
than a fiend incarnafe \ To impute such con- 
duct to any man that breathes, would be the 
greatest indignity, and the worst injury that 
could be inflicted upon his character. 

Shall we suppose that God's parental love to 
the children of men, is less constant than that 
which ah earthly parent cherishes for his off- 
spring ? Is it a thing to be lost or gained at 
pleasure by the fitful choice and uncertain 
efforts of man ?, Can God be the Father of men 
to-day, and their foe to-morrow ? Or, continu- 
ing the Father of all during all times and through- 
oat eternity, Ivill he contend forever and be al- 
wroth against any of his offspring ; and 
re them in existence merely that they 
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may endure ceaseless and merciless torm 
This is surely a serious charge to hrlng aj 
that Being who is declared to be Love— '"w 
good unto all — who is the God ajid Fi 
all — and who is without variableness 
the shadow of turmng. Such an 
should not be made on slight groum 
without the most weighty and irresij 
sons. If such be the character of G< 
that the morn of creation ever dawned, oi 
ever derived the breath of life from the 
Fountain of being ! 

But let us briefly notice the comparis< 
the Scriptures between an earthly parent ai 
Father of spirits. We may thus^asqertain i 
bears the strongest relation, and whose h 
the most enduring. Our Savipr said, Matt 
" What man is there of you, whom if hi; 
ask bread, will ye give him a stone ? Or 
ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?" 
waited for no answer to these questions; j 
knew full weU that but one could be giyc 
any man possessing a single feeling of hu 
ty; but he proceeded at once todra^ thecc 
rison ; — '• If ye then, being evil, know h 
give good gifts unto your cl^dren, how 
more shall your Father whli^ is in heavei 
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good things to them that ask him?" The com' 
parison here introduced is not between asking 
andnot aakiTfig ; but between an earthly parent 
and the Father of all spi]:its. If the former, with 
the little and inconstant love that man possesses, 
will ^pply the wants an4 regard the happiness 
of Ms needy and dependant offspring ; certainly 
the latter, who is the fountain of all benevolence, 
and whose love never changes, and who is the 
** God and Father of all," will ever continue the 
friend of the whole human race, and at last 
crown all with a parent's blessings. The differ- 
ence presented in the comparison, is all in favor 
of the superior, endless and changeless love of 
the Lord.. And in view of this testimony of the 
great Teacher, who can believe that Gofl^will 
adopt principles in his government of the world, ^ 
that would be odious and unmerciful in man ; 
and inflict tortures, or suffer his children to^en- 
dure agonies, that wiU nevej: cease, and never be 
designed to result in blessings ? Lord, forgive 
the isrnorance of the man who can thus believe, 
and grant him repentance unto life. 
The complffison is still stronger in the 49th 
faaiah, where we read, " But Zion said, The 
lath forsaken me, and my God hath for- 
me. Can a woman forget her sucking 
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child, that she should not have compassion on 
the son of her womb ? yea, they may forget, 
yet will I not forget thee.^^ Here the bare pos- 
sibility is admitted that the mother may cease to 
regard with fond affection her tender and help- 
less child. Such cases have occurred ; but to 
the honor of woman be it said, they have been 
rare indeed. But strong and deathless as the 
love of woman's heart is for her cherished in- 
fant, it is but as a drop to the ocean, compared 
to the immeasurable and immutable love .which 
the " God and Father of all" bears to his chil- 
dren ! God never forgets — ^ne'ver becomes, har- 
dened against his offsprings — and he will there- 
fore never abandon any soul of man to remedi- 
less ,^pe, and much less become himself the re- 
lei^^ and merciless tormentor ! 
.t;t^%e consider the comparisons of Scripture 
in regard to parental discipline, we shall find that 
the same conclusion follows, and that it is equal- 
ly honorable to the divine^^ character. Moses 
was instructed to say unto the children of Israelr 
** Thou shalt also consider in thy heart, that aff. 
a man chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God 
chasteneth thee." Deut. viii. 5. How does w 
man chasten his child ? and for what purpose js^ 
the rod applied? Does he make suffering 
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a^^ctf and aim to inflict an ultimate injury upon 

Ms pffspring? The man 'who should be guilty 

of such conduct, would forfeit all claim to the 

name of a parent ; and every human being with 

the slightest sensibility, would be shocked at 

such vile and worse than barbarous conduct ! 

And ought not men t6 stop and pause ^ before they 

presume to charge any such procedure upon the 

God and Father of all spirits ? If he chastens 

as a father and loves more than a mother, he 

will never inflict an unnecessary stripe, nor 

grieve his helpless creatures merely to cause 

&em pain. 

The comparison stated by Paul is far strong- 
er. He says, ** Furthermore, we have had fathers 
of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave 
them reverence : shall we not much rather be in 
subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live ? 
For they verily for ^ few days chastened us after 
their own pleasure ; but he for our profit, that 
trc might be partakers of his holiness. Now no 
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous : nevertheless afterward it yieldeth 
the peaceaWe' fruit of righteousness uiato them 
which are exercised thereby." Heb. xii. 
1. From this passage we learn that 
10 
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elthongh earthly parents are subject to passioOj 
and sometimes chastise under wrong influences, 
God is always actuated, by the same pure and 
benevolent feelings, and always has in view the 
same righteous aiid peaceful end. ' He may 
cause the foolish rotaty of vice to suffer griev- 
ously for a season; but that suffering will be 
beneficial to the creature, and worthy of the 
God of Love I There is an afterward to the 
sufferings of those who are chastened of the 
Lord. Aild when all punishment shall have 
done its work, t|ie fruits of righteousness and 
peace shall fill all hearts, the Lord shall rejoice 
in his works, and iall who have borne Ibc image 
of the earthy man shall al§o bear the image of 
the heavenly, and ** be equal unto the angels.'* 
Here then is our conclusion^ God is the fa- 
ther of all men — his parental love never fails 
nor changesy-he will consider the wants and 
provide for the happiness of his offspring — ^his 
chastenings ate designed for benevolent ends, 
and will ultimately result in happiness to the 
sufferer — he will be glorified in all his works— 
and through whatever scene|i of triaj and disci- 
pline man may pass, the time will (^me when 
every tongue shall swear, " In the Lord h 
righteousness and strength/* Amen. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE WILL OF GOD. 

In view of the arguments already presented in 
faror of Universalismj we feel justi^ed in assu- 
ming certain important positions without any 
additional proof. We have shown that God 
originally designed 'all mankind for ultimate 
glory aAd happiness. We have proved that he 
is the "Father of all;" and that the filial rela. 
tion which hinds man to him is not the result of 
any thing adventitious, nor liahle ever to he de- 
stroyed. And we may now view God as the 
universal and immutable Parent, eternally well 
disposed toward all his offspring. 

These facts are established by the united tes- 
timony of reason and Scripture. And as truth 
is always donsistent with itself, we have a right 
to assume that the divine word teaches nothing 
of a contrary nature. If God is the unchange- 
able Father of all spirits, his disposition toward 
cannot be otherwise than benevolent. And 
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being at first ** good unto all," his goodness can 
never experience mutation, neither become cir- 
cumscribed in its influence. God is far exalted 
above the possibility of. change; and passion 
finds no place in his infinitely pure and holy mind. 
Uninfluenced by any thing from without, his dis- 
position and all his acts, spring from the im- 
pulses of his own nature. With a perfect know- 
ledge of all his works from the beginning of the 
world, and with a certain understanding of all 
possible events, however rembte, no intention 
of his will can be lial?le to defeatT— no purpose 
of his mind can ever be frustrated. And if we can 
clearly ascertain " the determinate counsel" of 
God with respect to any particular end of his 
economy, the fact itself, will afford the strong- 

est reason for believing in the certain accom- 
plishment of that end. We may not understand 
all the means necessary for the '"completion of 
the work, nor be able to answer every objection 
and reconcile all seeming difficulties ; but we are 
still confident in the belief that God ' can never 
be disappointed in any undertaking. 

In considering any subject of Bible truth, it is 
highly important that we keep constantly in 
view the infinitely benevolent and immutable 
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nature of the Supreme Being. There is a jfrpne- 
ness in man to ascribe his own weaknesses and 
passions to the object of his devotions, and to 
view his God as a Being in too many respects 
like unto himself. The Psalmist speaks of per- 
sons in his day who thought that God was alto- 
gether such as themselves. Perhaps few in 
these days extend the comparison so far; but 
we fear that many are equally blinded in regard 
to the true character of the Divinity. All quali- 
ties in man that are good should be attributed to 
God, and considered in him- as infinite and 
changeless. Thus the Scriptures speak of the 
Lord as possessing parental affection, inconceiv- 
ably greater and more enduring than that of any 
earthly father or mother. But we should be 
qareful that we do not ascribe to the Living God 
any weakness, p^sion or change, that belongs 
only to imperfect beings. And, above all, we 
should guard ^(gainst the supposition that there 
is any thing like uncertainty in the Diving Mind. 
All is perfection with God. With him all time 
is present— all things are known — and the end 

is as clearly seen and as fi^lly understood as the 
beginning. 

Owing to the state of the Christian world, we 
Mre hitherto been obliged to perform a double 
< 10* 
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labor.* We hare first labored to disprove the 
doctrines of others, and afterwards to establish 
the truth of our own. No good reason c2Mihe 
given why we should always continue; this 
course of labors. We are justified in throw- 
ing the burden of proof, at least in some mea- 
sure, upon the opposers of God*s universal and 
efficient grace, instead of disproving all their as- 
sumptions. The essetitial truths of religiop, 
concerning which all Christians are perfectly 
agreed, are all in favor of the doctrine of universal 
salvation. And when a man asserts that God will 
fail in any undertaking, or thatsome men will final- 
ly be doomed to an end for which he never design- 
ed them, we have a right to demand proof of the 
awful disappointment. It is not for us to, sho^ 
that God never will be thus defeated m li^nten^ 
tions ; but it is the business of our oppofers to 
take hold of the affirmative of the question, and 
prove that God will at last be baffied in his pur- 
poses. Let fair and honorable rules of argumen- 
tation govern the disputants on both sides of the 
question, and w^ cannot doubt that the conclu- 
sion in all minds will be, that God wiUaXhe sal- 
vation of all men, and cannot fail at last to effect 
this desirable object. 

it 
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We now prppose to consider the wiU of God^ 
in reference tathe salvation of man. The main 
preposition that we shall endeavor to establish 
and illustrate, is, that €rod unlls the salvation qf 
all men. 

In prosecuting this undertaking, it seems ne- 
cessary that we should first clearly define what 
we mean by that salvation, of which we hold 
that all men will finally partake. The Gospel 
speaks of a salvation which is peculiar to be- 
lievers, and whiph is, in fact, the fruit of Chris- 
tian faith. It would be folly to pretend that all 
men enjoy this salvation. Faith belongs to the 
present world, where the believer in Christ 
walks by faith, and not by sight ; and that sal- 
vatioQ_j|y|^h comes through belief of the truth 
can b^iel^rienced by no man who does not be- 
lieve me record which God hath given of his 
Son. Peifsons dying in infancy can know no- 
thing of salvation by faith, because they never 
exercised faith ; and yet we believe that they 
will be^ subjects of **the common" or universal 
salvation. Salvation by faith is the special 
and present salvation, enjoyed by none but 
trae believers, and only in this world where 
faith is exercised. But we hold that the geno- 
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ral and final salvation will not be ^(^ faith, bat 
will be. enjoyed in full sight and perfect know*, 
ledge, Believing that there will be no faith in 
tbe spiritual world, we deny that there will be 
any salvation by faith in that abode of celestial 
light and glory. Faith will tliqre be lost in sight, 
and hope absorbed in the fruitioJi of knowledge. 

But we need not expatiate upon the subject of 
salvation by faith. It must be obvious to all 
who view the subject with any degree of candor, 
that though but a part of mankind partake of that 
present salvation which comes through faith, all 
may nevertheless be ^' saved and come unto the 
knowledge of the truth." And when we speak 
of universal palvation, we always refer to the 
final end of our race. With 8alvcUion%jf faith 
comparatively few of our race are b||)l^||h-io- 
fanis, idiots, heathens, and all unbelieverll^eing 
excluded. But the proposition which we have 
attempted to maintain, contemplates the ultimate 
blessedness of our race in the iramprtal state of 
being, and in the heavenly nature o/,. Jesus 
Chriit. This salvgLtion will deliver man from 
sin and sorrow, and the power 6f death and 
corruption, and introduce him into the glorious 
liberty of the resurrection state. And this sal- 
vation, we believe, will be conferred upon th«. 
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entire race of Adam. Paul very distinctly speaks 
of the two salvations, in 1st Timothy iv. 10, 
where he says, " For therefore we both labor 
and sufier reproach, because we trust in the living 
God, who is the Savior of all men, specially of 
tho^e that believe.*^ We are now concerned 
only with the universal salvation ; and shall at* 
tempt to prove that God wills the salvation of 
all men. 

A passage relating to this subject, that will 
readily occur to every mind, is found in 1st 
Timothy, 2d chapter. And that it may be seen 
in all its force, we will cite the connexion as 
well as the passage itself. *' I ^xhort, therefore, 
that, first of all* supplications, prayers, interces- 
sions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men ; 
for kings, and for all that are in authority ; that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all god- 
liness and honesty. For this is good and ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God our Sovior; who 
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God 
and one Mediator between God and men, the* 
inaD Chrjst Jesus ; who gave himself a ransom 
for all to be testified in due time." The fact is 
here ino^t explicitly affirmed that God *^will 
have all men to be savedJ*^ And the connexion 
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in which this declaration is found, inst 
weakening its force, plainly forbids any 
tion of meaniftg. The apostle declares i 
good and acceptable in the i^ight of 6 
prayers should be made in behalf of ali 
and the reason assigned, is, that God is g 
all men, and wills that all shall ^be sav< 
eome unto the knowledge of the truth. It 
added that the Mediator gave himself a i 
for all. Jesus tasted death for every man 
ii. 9, and is the propitiation for the sins 
whole world, 1st John, ii. 2. And, coos 
all the terms of the context, it. would see 
posterous to deny that the divine will in rei 
to the salvation of man embraces our 
race. 

A distinguished commentator^ has saic 
lation to the passage now under conside 
«<As God is the God and Father of all; fo 
is but one God, verse 5, and Jesus Chr 
Mediator of all ; so he gttve himself a i 
fur all : i. e. for ali that God made ; conac 
ly for every human soul ; unless we si 
that there are human souls of which God is i 
Creator ; for, the argument of the 
plainly this :-— 1. There is one God« 

» Clarke 
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one God is the Creator of all — a. He has made 
a reifielation of his kindness to all—- 4. He will 
have ail men to be saved, and come unto the 
knowledge of/the truth ; and 5. He has provided 
a Mediator for all, who gave himself a ransom 
for all. As surely as God has created all men, 
80 surely ^as Jesus Christ died for all men. 
This is a truth which the nature and revelation 
of God unequivocally declare." 

Again, oa^ Savior says, John vi. 38, 59, •* For 
I came down from heaven, not to do mine own 
will, but the vnll of him that sent me. ^ And this 
I? the Father's will which hatli sent me, that of 
all which he hath given melshould lose nothing, 
but should raise it up dgaiu at the last day.'* 
The object ol* Chrises riiediation between God 
and men is here stated, as well as the certain ac« 
eomplishment o/^ God's will through his agency. 
He has been appointed to perform what God 
has wiUed; and this will is that he should lose 
nothing of all that the Father hath given him, 
bat should raise it up again at the last day. The 
meaning seems plain that Jesus has been com- 
missioned ib effect the final reconciliation to God 
of all ||||^ have been given into his hands, and 
OTer WM|^be has received power. The object 
of his ilffltttt ai|d labors originated in the Di- 
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vine Mind, and is hence called the will of Go4f 
which he has undertaken to accomplish. Jesus 
has been highly exalted, and invested with all 
ihe adequate means for the completioa of this 
work. And if nothing will be lost of all that the 
Father hath given him, the 4ime will 'certainly 
come when all his ransomed subjects will bow 
in subjection and. obedience before him, and con- 
fess him Lord to the glory of God the Father ! 
We have now two important facts before us, 
and we desire that they may be carefully consi- 
dered. 1. Jesus, the; Sasrior of sinners, has en- 
gaged in the enterprise o^ doing the will of Ood$ 
and 2. That will ii, negatively, that he. should 
lose nothing of all that has been<,given hiift, and, 
positively, that he should raise it u'p again at the 
last day, and thus restore aU to God. The in- 
quiry that now suggests itself to the mind, is, 
how many of the humap race have been given 
Christ of the Father ? A correct answer to this 
question will determine the extent of \h^.i.ioill.of 
God, which our Redeemer has pledged himself 
to perform. We need not ask what men believe 
in regard to this subject — the answer- must come 
from higher authority, and the 8piri^|||inspira- 
tion shall declare it. We find, inlHHHPsalm, 
a prophecy in reference ^. .^^ ^^KKm^f that 
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will shed light upon this interestitig theme. The 
Lord speaks, saying, **Yet have I set my king 
upon my holy hill in Zion. I will declare the 
decree : the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art 
my Son ; this day have 1 begotten thee. Ask of 
me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost .parts of the earth 
for thy possession/' This language is in part 
applied to our Sstviour in the .New Testament, 
Heb. i. 5 ; and we there learn also that he has 
asked and -received the large gift of the heathen 
and the uttermost parts of the earth. . He says 
himself, John xvJl., '*• Father, the hour is come ; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee: As thou hast given him power over all 
fleshj that he should give eternal life to as many 
as thou hast given him.'' But the Messiah has 
t not only received pamer over all. He proceeds 
still farther and declares in language too plain to 
be misunderstood, .** 'I^he Fathet loveth the Son, 
ifnd hath given all things into his hand.*^ 
John iii. 35. And this fact receives confirmation 
from those passages which declare Christ to be 
"the head of eVery man," Ist Cor. xi. 3, the 
" Acts X. 36, and "the Saviour df 
St John iv. 14. As God intended 
universal Saviour, he delivered all 
is hand, gave hhn power over all 
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flesh, caused him to taste death for every mair, 
and to be the propitiation for- the sins of the 
whole world ! Aqd if all this does not express 
absolute universality, we are either ignorant of 
the meaning of language, or else the Bible is to 
us an uncertain rule of faith. ,' 

In view of the foregoing, it seems plain and 
eertain, that the will of God which Jesus came 
to perform, is, that all men m^y at last be saved, 
and come unto the knowledge of the truth. Such 
is the extent, and such the object of God^s will 
in relation to the salvation of our race. As it 
embraces all, it conteni places the same happy 
and glorious end for universal humanity. And 
the great question to be settled is, whether this 
will of God will to some'' extent fail, or 'at last 
be fully accomplished. 

Here let us inquire what we are to understand 
by the will of God. This phrase does not bear 
one uniform signification in all parts of the 
Scriptures where it occurs. In some places it 
refers to the commandments of God, or to the 
duty which his law requires of man. Thus 
Jesus says, Mark iii. 3.5, **For whosoever shall 
do the will of God, the same is my brother, and 
my sister, and my mother ;" by which he meant 
that whoever was obedient to the divine law. 
Blood in a raoat m\.\iu^\.e id^\AOYv\^\vvxft&^\^^-i!Cwd 
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ited to him by better and purer ties than 
f natural kindred. He expressed the same 
meaning, when he said, John vii. 16, 17, 
ioctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. 
man will do his will, be shall know of 
trine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
of myself." In these passages, and in 
ithers, the will of God is expressive of no 
inatioa of his mind in regard to any end 
economy ; but merely signifies that duty 
Ills holy law bbligates us to perform, 
it seems to us that the phrase in question 
be understood in a far different sense, 
t relates to any work ttrhich God himself 
to. perform. When he said concerning 
le Baptist,' **/ t^iV/ send my messenger," 
ni. 27 f we undersand that such was his 
7n; and we know that the Baptist was 
rtainly sent. And when he said, Isaiah 
, " For I will not contend for ever, nei- 
// 1 be always wroth : for the spirit should 
fore me, apd the souls which I have 
• he declared his determination not to 
always, but to produce at some time a 
le end, when the contention should cease, 
j^esus affirmed that he came to do the will 
l^bedid not mean that he came to be 
led in obedience to the divine commands ; 
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but he undertook to effect a particular purpose 
which originated in the mind of his Father. God 
willed or determfined a partioular end, and com- 
missioned his Son to aecumplish it. The will 
of God' in thid case is obviously' expressive of 
what he meant to effect, and seems equivalent 
to intention* And God*s will that ^11 men shal] 
be saved, and come unto the knowledge of the 
truth, means that such is his pleasure, and such 
the end that he designs. "^ ' 

The first and highest s^nse of the will of 
God, is thus given by several eminen^^lbolo' 
gians, neither of which held ihe perfect faith 
which we cherish. Cruden says, '* The will of 
God is taken, for his absolute will which nothing 
can withstand." Buck savs, the ** will of God 
is taken, for that which he has from all eternity 
determined, which is unchangeable, and must 
certainly come to pass/' And Calm^t says^ 
**lt is taken for the absolute' and immutable 
will of God, which nothing can withstand/^ 
These authors, it is true, speak of other senses 
in which the will of God must be understood ; 
and we have admitted, and attempted to show, 
that this phrase is not always expressive of the 
same meaning. But we have stated the first defi^M j 
nition which they offer, and which we suppos| 
io be tJie highest and mosx oWxov^^ %«wafc ^^ i|* 
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will of God, and perhaps the only sense when 
used in reference.lo any object which God means 
to effect. ' 

And why should it be thought that the will of 
God must be understood in some inferior sense 
when applied to, the salvation of mankind ? It is 
plain that this will* as explained by our Savior, 
is nothing l^^ss than a fixed determination. For 
He declares that he not only came to do* the will 
of his*Falher, but that this will is, that of all that 
the Father hath given him he should lose nothings 
but should raise it up again at the last day. If there 
was no intention in the divine mind, Jesus had 
no certain object in view, and was merely trying 
an experiment, or endeavoring to ascertain what 
could be done ! And if there is no purpose 
with God that all men shall be saved, we have 
no assurance that he really means to save one 
individual of our race ! But if God ever had any 
^* determinate counsel," it seems but reasonable 
to suppose that it would embrace the highest in- 
tetests of his moral offspring, and therefore in- 
clude the final destiny of the human family. 
And in view of all that has been said, we feel 
justified in conclading that God has willed the 
salvation of all men. 

Having shown that God has willed the final 
and glorious destiny of the whole Vvum«a t^^^^ 
f 11* 



126 UNIVERBALIST BBLIE^. 

we wish now to notice the schemes by which 
our opposers endeavor to evad«kthe just and rea- 
sonable conclusion resulting from this important 
fact. If such is the will of God, wby should 
we doubt that all men will finally be saved? 
The Arminian objector (and perhaps we shall 
have no other) will say that it is God's will of 
desire and of pleasure that airmen should be 
saved; or in other words, that he desires this 
end, and would be well pleased if all men would 
become holy and righteous, so tliat it could be 
accomplished. This is avcry common objection, 
but we are unable to perceive in it any force 
whatever. If man were the author of salvation, 
and our de»tiny depended upon, his efibrts, the 
result might be uncertain, and the author might 
have desires that would never be satisfied. But 
when any such language is applied to the infinite 
God, his nature and character seem not to be jun- 
derstood ; and if he is not considered altogether 
such a one as ourselves, he is at least supposed 
to possess some Wjeakness t)iat belongs to, hu- 
manity. 

What is meant by desire when applied to 
God ? This word is sometimes at least expres- 
sive of uncertainty. We may desire many things 
which we have no expectation of ever receiving. 
If there is a probaViVwy o^ ^^\xv\w^ \j£\«i vvVi^ecit de- 
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sired) hope is experienced in the mind. But 
God never Jwpes, and strictly speaking, he can 
have no desires. Ail things . are known unto 
him, and he sees the end from the beginning. 
No result of his government or grace can be with 
him an object of desire, because it must be pei^ 
fectly known^ and absolutely certain. Desire 
has reference to something/tz/t/re, but with God 
all things are present. P6rhaps the same may 
be said of will. But the^e is, nevertheless, a 
distinctioa between the two, that may easily be 
understood. Will in the divine mind, may be 
regarded as synonymous "with purpose ; but de- 
sire seems to imply that the object wished for is 
uncertain. And such is in fact the ground as- 
sumed by jthe Anninian objector. He admits 
that God desires the salvation of all men, but 
denies that he will finally save all men. Thus 
the thing desired is represented as being uncer- 
tain ; or rather it is declared to be certain of ulti- 
mate failuf-e ! Purpose is perfectly consistent 
with that which is known and present t6 the 
mind of God. But we cannot believe that he 
ever desires a thing, and much less a thing that 
Will never come to pass. 

Suppose we should admit that ii is merely God's 
will of (/csirc that all men shoulcfcl^e saved. Wi\o 
Hkn say that this desire will nev^r be sa>Aft^^V\ 
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The Scriptures declate, that ** the desire of the 
righteous shall be granted." Prov. x. 24. None 
need be told that it is God who grants the desire 
of the righteous. And allowing that he has de- 
sires himself, it would be strange indeed if hi 
wotild grant the desire of others, and not satisfy 
his own ! The objector, therefore, has a greatei 
labor before him, than noferely to show thai 
God's will to save all men means desire. He 
is required to prove that that desire will nevei 
be fulfilled ; or at least to offer some good reasons 
for believing that God will fail to effect what he 
has undertaken to perform. But neither of these 
points has as yet been established. 

As to the notion that God's will means his 
pleasure, this is far less exceptionable than the 
assumption that it signifies tfmr£. This word 
is used in connexion with the will and purpose 
of God, as we shall show, and may be regarded 
as a different term expressing the same idea. Il 
is admitted, then, that the pleasure of God is. 
that all men may be saved 1 Well, upon vrhi\ 
ground is it doubted that this pleasure will be 
acconmlished ? Flying from one word to anothei 
may enable a man to effect his escape out of i 
difficulty, provided he is not closely pursued 
But we mean to follow our opposers in aU 
wiadiDg8f and roul lYveui itota ^n^x-^ ic^Oif 
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until thej are brought to the acknowledgement of 
the truth. Let it be granted that tutll means 
pleasure. The Scriptures will then read, *• It is 
the pleasure of God to have airmen to be saved, 
and to coroe untp the knowledge of the truth." 

Do the Scpptures encourage us to hope that 
God's pleasure will be done? or do they give us 
reason to feat that it wilLnever be accomplished ? 
Two passages relating to this subject may here 
be introduced. Isaiah, xlvi. 9, 10, *^I am God, 
and there is none like me, declaring the end 
from the beginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done, saying. My coun- 
sel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure,^* 
This' passage, #lich we do not pay was spoken 
in reference to the final destiny of any man, 
shows that God*s pleasure is immutable and can 
never fail. The same truth is again declared in 
language equally positive and strong, in Isaiah 
liii. 10. After forkelling the sufferings and death 
of the Messiah for the redemption of the world, 
the ]irophet says of him, **he shall see his seed, 
he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in his hand.^* Aiui what 
is this pleasure of the Lord that shall Incceed 
and be accomfriiished in the hand of the Mediator? 

lat all men shall be saved ; and that of all V.l\^\. 

lb been given Christ, (and l\\e YaV\v^x \\si!^ 
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given all things into his hands) he should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up again at the last 
day! What, then,, does the objector gain by 
substituting the Word pleasure for nnll or pur- 
pose? Surely, nothing. The whole subject 
appears still the same : and 'the word of God still 
testifies that our Lord spoke the truth when ^he 
declared that he would draw all men unto him. 
self. John xii. 32. 

Again, when we quote the plain passage, God 
** will have all men to be saved*, and come unto 
the know;ledge of Ihe truth," we are tnet with 
such answers as the followiftg: — Rev. Josiah 
Hopkins says, in his •'* Christian Instructor," p. 
217, ^' From this passage it is obvious,* that 
God does as certainly will that all n^en should 
be brought to the knowledge of the truth, as that 
all men should be saved. This, however, is riot 
accomplished." And Rev. Stephen Remington 
says, in his ** Anti^-Universalism," page 125, 
'* Our opponents say that this text is a positive 
affirmation that God will save all men, and if 
any are finally lost, then his word must fail. I 
would jsk, does not God assert with equal posi. 
tiveness that he will have all meh come unto the 
knowledge of the truth ? And do all men come 
unto the knowledge of the truth ?" Now, we 
confess that the slalemeii\.%\\^x^TR'^^^'w^%v\v5xi^ 
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true. And the answers furnished are altogether 
in favor of Universalism. ' It is just as true that 
God wills all men to ** be brought to the know- 
ledge of the truth, as that all men should be 
^aVed." Knowledge of the whole truth of God, 
I and perfect salvation, are inseparably connected 
^'- togethetr; and the one is implied in the other. 
And as to the question, ** do all men ^ome unto 
the knowledge of the truth ?" we answer, this 
end%has certainly not yet been accomplished. 
We claim no honor for giving the answer, for it 
seems very plain !. And we cannot see the par- 
ticular object .of the question, unless it was 
merely to say something. As well might we 
ask a believer ila the universal resurrection of 
ii|B^kind, **Do all men live in the immortal 
world ?" None suppose that all men have come 
unto the knowledge of the truth. But does it 
hence follow that they never wiU \Lnxm the 
truth and be saved ? When arguments are di- 
rected against this points, they will deserve more 
conslkeration than any senseless questions. 

We never said nor believed that all men are 
now -saved, or now brought to the knowledge of 
the tfdth; but we are happy to believe with 
£a«i, that God *' wiU have all men to be saved, 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth," 
we think the Rev. John We8\ey aa.vi ^oxaa- 

in 
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thing of this truth, when he said, ** That general 
and unlimited promise which runs through the 
whole gospel dispensation, * I will put my laws 
into their min^ls, and write them in their hearts/ 
turns all the commands of God into promises^ 
and consequently that among the rest. *Iiet 
thii? n^ind he in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus.* The command here is equivalent to a 
promise, and gives us full reason to expect that 
he will tvork in us what he requires ofll»s»^ 
Again, he says, in the same connexion, ** The 
command of God givenT by St. P,eter, * Be ye 
holy as he that hath called ypu^ is hply, in all 
manner of conversation,' implies a promise that 
we shaU be thus holy. As G(^ has called us to 
holiness, he is undoubtedly willing, as well ;a8 
able, to work this holiness in us. For he can- 
not mock his helpless creatures, caHing upon 
them to receive what. he never intends to givt 
ihem.^* 

We believe that what God wilts he intends to 
accomplish. And , we find that his tviUim Te^ 
gard to the salvation and blessedness of all men 
in Christ, is so connected with his purpose ami 
good pleasitre, as to leave no rooih foiWoobt 
that^fese several terms are emp^^ed to e 
the same gospel truth. Paul, says of 
jEphesians i. 9, 10, \\ , ^^ Aiv^Vci^ \s\as5ka 
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unto US the mystery of his tvill, according to his 
good pleasure which he hath purposed in him- 
self: That in the dispensation of the fuhiess 
of times he might gather together in one all 
thingi^ in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth ; even in him : In whom 
also we have obtained an inheritance, being pre- 
destinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh,all things after the counstl of his own 
wilk^'* We are here instructed, not only that 
God has purposed the ingathering of all things 
in Christ, as certainly as he has willed this glo- 
rious consummation ; but also that the execution 
of the work belongs to him, and that he will 
complete it according to his own counsel. All 
uncertainty is excluded ; and though all things 
have beeH givfin into the hands of Jesus, he wi]l 
** lo^e nothing,^* but draw all men unto himself. 
Such is the conclusion that we draw from the 
will of God concerning the salvation of all men. 
And we find^that our opposers, though the truth 
is diiilded among them, teach together the same 
gospel doctrine. The Arminian Dr. Clarke 
saysy ** Because God wills the salvation of all 
men#%erefore he wills that all men should be 
)d for. ]^ the face of such a declaration, 
[can any Christian soul suppose that God 
unconditionally and elcruaWy ie\>toVd\£.^ 
7i? 
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any man! Those who can believe so, one 
would suppose, can have little acquaintance 
either with the nature of God, or the bowels of 
Christ.''^ And the Calyinistic Dr. Qill says, 
"The salvation which God wills that aU men 
should enjoy, is nota mere possibility of salva- 
tion, or a mere putting them iuto a salvable 
state ; or a proposal of 'sufficient means of it to 
all in his word ; but a real, certain, and actual 
salvation, which he has determined they shall 
have; and is sure from his owu appointment, 
from the provision of Christ as a Savior for 
them, from the covenant of grace, in which 
everything is secured necessary for it, and from 
the mission of Christ to effect it, and from its 
being effected by hiip: wherefore the will of 
God, that all men should jbe saved, is not a con- 
ditional will, or what depends upon the will of 
man, or on any thing to be performed by him, 
for then none might be saved; anddf any should, 
it would be of him that willeth, contrary to the 
express words of Scripture ; but it Is an abfK^ute 
and unconditional will respecting their salvation, 
and which infallibly secures it," &c. 

These statements we most heartily bi|^ve. 
They are perfectly accordant 3j|ith the 
which we have endeavored to dwend and 
trate. And, united toge\iict ^% iheY ought 
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they plainly show that we .hold all the truth be- 
lieved by both classes of our opposers. One 
says God really wilfs the salvation of all men ; 
and the other declares that this will respecting 
their salvation, ^^^ infidlihly secures it.^* The 
latter finds the will of God that all men should 
be saved, so determinate and absolute, as to de- 
clare that all men cannot really mean all men ! 
But with this assumption we have no concern. 
We are willing that our opposers should settle 
the controversy between themselves. In what- 
ever way it may be decided it will be favorable 
to truth. And if left undecided, all the truth 
held by both classes constitutes the whole coun- 
sel of God, and eiicourages the hope that he will 
not be defeated in his purposes, nor disappointed 
in the accomplishment of his will I 

When this will, purpose, or good pleasure is 
fulfilled by " him who worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will," the world shall be 
reconciled to God, through Jesus Christ; and 
the ransomed of the Lord (and he " gave him- 
self a ransom for all to be testified in due time.") 
** Yea the ransomed of Jehovah shall return : 
they^hall come to Sion with triumph ; and 
^tual gladness shall crown their heads. Joy 
Ifladness shall they obtain ; and a\^\im^ ^sA 
>w shall dee away." 
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CHAPTER X. 



ATONEMENT. 



Solomon says, Proverbs xvii. 15, " He that 
justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth 
the just, even they both are abomination to the 
Lord." The Book in which these words are 
found is what its name properly imports — a col- 
lection o£ proverbs. It contains but few pas- 
sages that may be used with propriety as direct 
proofs of any theoretical doctrine. But it abounds 
in maxims, involving the most important prin- 
ciples, both of moral and of doctrinal truth. 
4nd a judicious and careful investigation of its 
teachings, may be of the highest 'service in the 
discussion of subjects of a purely doctrinal cha- 
racter. While we are opposed to the introduc- 
tion of far-fetched and overstrained arcfuments 
for the support of any cause, we are willing to 
avail ourselves of every reasonable help to dis- 
prove errpr and elicit truth. And we tfifi^t^ it 
will be no difficult task to show that the ol 
sense of the passage cited, certainly stanc 
posed to, and utterVy lii)|&\^e^ ^xewfit^\fc^^ti 
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of human creeds, that shall hereafter he intro^ 
duced and examined. ' 

The justification of the \^icked, and the con- 
demnation of the just, are alike wrong in prin- 
ciple, and equally abominable in the sight of 
Him who is " a jusjt God." We understand 
the writer to mean that the wicked are justified, 
when they are entirely acquitted of all guilt, and 
condign punishment is all remitted. He would 
not surely consider it wrong and abominable in 
the sight of God that the wicked should be re- 
claimed from the folly and error of their ways, 
and restored to the wisdom and obedience of the 
just. But it would be a violatipn of all righteous 
and equitable dealing, to ^overlook the criminal 
faults and sins of the disobedient, and suffer the 
wicked to go unpunished. Such procedure, 
being opposed to every principle of the divine 
government as declared in the Scriptures, and 
in contravention to all that deserves to be called 
equity, is- an abomination to the Lord of hosts. 
Bighteousness and judgment are the habitation 
of his throne ; and while that throne securely 
stands, he can neither clear the guilty, nor sanc- 
tion th^ justification of man in wickedness. 

Condemning the just involves the same odious 
^^ciple of unrighteousness, and is therefore no 
Bbominable to Him who is ^^ T\g\\leo\x^ m-a^ 
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his ways." To visit upon the innocent and un- 
offending, punishment which none hut the guilty 
deserve, must surely he a detestahle thing in the 
eyes of a holy, just and benevolent Being. And 
any system of religion that approves such .con- 
duct and involves such principles, must be both 
false in fact, and pernicious in all its tendencies 
and results. It tends to destroy aH proper dis- 
tinction between justice and its opposite ; and it 
could not be practiced among men without pro- 
ducing the most deleterious effects, both to mo- 
rals and to happiness. It would remove all 
protection from the innocent, and offer a bounty 
upon crime. 

Consider for a moment the individual by 
whom the abomination of which Solomon speaks 
is practiced. Select, if you please, the Judge 
of a Court. Two men are apprehended and ar- 
raigned before him on the charge of murder. 
He hears the testimony of witnesses »id; the 
pleadings of counsellors; and after becomtng 
acquainted with all the facts in the case, he as- 
certains that one of the prisoners is guilty of 
the crime alleged, and the other innocent. But 
inseatd of pronouncing sentence according to tlfe 
evidence, and agreeably to equity and truthplie 
justifies the wicked matn, and condemns djp 
just person. The ^o\\\ m\«^«i«t *\^ V\. Vsw 
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«gam upon society with the stain of innocent 
btood upon his hands, to commit new depreda- 
tions upon the property and lives of virtuous 
•citizens ; while the unfortunate man who com- 
mitted no wrong, is slain as a malefactor ! 

In this case, the penalty of the law was indeed 
inflicted ; that is, a man was executed because a 
murder was committed. But supposing the law 
itself to be strictly just in requiring life for life, 
were the ends of justice really secured in this 
case ? Every man who has any sense of right 
and wrong, will answer that greater injustice 
was doiie, than if both the accused had been set 
at liberty. The execution of the penalty of the 
law has no possible connexion with justice, and 
violates every principle of right, unless the pun- 
ishment fall upon the guilty. If an innocent 
man should even voluntarily offer himself as a 
substitute for the atrocious murderer, he could 
not in justice suffer the penalty which none but 
the guilty deserved. And if the judge should 
justify the) wicked, and condemn the just, and 
then plead ia juslification of himself, that a 
rigl\teous man had freely consented to bear the 
punishment which another merited, his plea 
would be a vile abomination in the view of God, 
and of all good men ! Such a judge would he 
considered either insane, or else " dcs^e^x^Vs^^ 
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wicked ;" and certainly no man with any reason 
in his head or goodness in his heart, could either 
approve his decision or exonerate him from the 
crime of mutder ! ^ 

Both guilt and innocency are personal quali- 
ties, and cannot' be transferred from ope indivi- 
dual to another. If I were to commit a capital 
offence against the laws of my country, the in- 
fliction of penalties upon ten thousand persons 
could neither remoye my giaUt, nor satisfy th^ 
demands of law and justice. >/ should be the 
criminal, and upon me alone could the punish- 
ment of the violated law be jusdy inflicted. The 
language of Scripture on this subject is, God 
** will by no means clear the guilty." Exodus 
xxxiv. 7. ** Say ye to the righteous that it shall 
be well with him : for they shall eat the fruit of 
their doings. Wo unto the wickbd ! it shall be 
ill with him: for the reward of his hands 8bai| 
be given him." Isaiah iii. 10, 11. «* "J^ 
that sinneth, it shall die. The son slup 
bear the iniquity of the father, neither sli^ 
father bear the iniquity of the son : the rightebtus- 
ness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.% 
Ezekiel xviii. 20. ** But he that doeth wroii^ 
•hall receive for the wrong which he hath dox^: 
and there is no respect oi! petsona,^' CoL il^ 
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25. The same general truth is plainly recog- 
nized in the declaration that the justification of 
the wicked and the condemnation of the just, 
are both abominable to the Lord. And it is cer- 
tarn that this very abomination would be com- 
mitted, if a wicked man were acquitted, and a 
just person punished in his stead. 

Keeping the foregoing considerations and 
Scripture texts distinctly in view, let us now 
direct our ^attention to the doctrine of atonement. 
Let it be understood that we firmly believe, aye, 
and greatly rejoice, in* this doctrine as we find 
it set forth in the Scriptures of truth. But we 
are convinced that monstrous and dangerous 
errors have long been held by those who style 
themselves and one another orthodox and evan- 
gelical Qhristians. We do not know what it is 
that exclusively entitles them to these agreeable 
names; and we use these words merely to be 
vnd^^ilQiod, but as seldom as possible, because 
v^yM&ve been so abominably abused. We wish 
state the views of those who arrogate these 
Christian names, and deny them to others who 
have found " a more excellent way" and a better 
fkith, in regard to the subject of atonement. 
Such statement seems necessary ; and the con- 
trast that shall be drawn will assist the reader 
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to understand our views and the teachings of 
the divine word on the subject proposed for dis- 
cussion. 

It is belie ved» then, that all mankind, on ao 
count of the; sin of Adam, were 'made justly 
liable to the unmerciful wrath of Jehovah, and 
& the ceaseless torments of hell. This vast 
amount of Suffering and woe would all have been 
inflicted, but for the most gracious and merciful 
interposition in our behalf ^f the Lord Jesns 
Christ. Divine justice sternly demanded dl its 
claims, and the Father was inexorable in his 
determination to inflict the full and tremendous 
penalty of his dishonored and violated law. 
Vengeance he would have to the full, wherever 
it might fall ; and his righteous law must be vin- 
dicated and satisfied, whoever might suffer its 
fearful penalty. The Son, viewing th^ sad 
spectacle of woe and utter ruin, was 
deep and tender compassion. He 
feehle and guilty sons of men ; and n 
see his Father execute all his fierce axii 
less vengeance, and our whole race sink 
unceasing and hopeless wretchedness, he gene* 
rously and most disinterestedly consented lluil 
the uplifted sword of justice and of wrath mi{^ 
be bathed in his o^r blood ! God gracioiud|^'i 
accepted the offer v||i'%^^^ "^^ ^^^ ^svotojii^t 
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tunity to execute vengeance and be satisfied 
without losing the whole world ; and in order to 
obtain the desired satisfaction for his broken 
law, he smote in fury his unoffending Son ! Ur. 
Wa^ts says of this stupendous work : 

"How justice frown'd and vengeance 8tood» 

To drive me down to endless pain, 
But; the great Son proposed his blood, 

And heavenly wrath grew mild again. 

Once 't was p. seat of dreadful wrath, 

And shot devouring flaixie, 
Our God ap^ar'd consuming fire, 

And Vengeance was his name. 

Blch were the drops of Jesus* blood, 

That calm*d his frowning face, 
That sprinkled o*er the burning throne. 

And turnM'the wiath to grace. 

I 

^ In this manner, it is supposed, divine justice 
W,mi|p8fied« God became rcfqpnciled to the 
wrath was turned int<> grace, and he 
mr, consistently with the honor of his law, 
anS the dignity of his character, extend mercy 
and pardon to the penitent sinner. A vicarious 

' sacrifice having been made in behalf of the 
world, the sovereign judge relaxed his severity, 

A and was so far pacified as to accept the offering. 

^ And notwiihs^hding mankiiljl yrete mcked^'»A 
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Jesus juatf the former were justified, and the 
latter was condemned to suffer their punish- 
ment ! 

While some believe thaV all for whom Jesus 
poured out his. soul unto death, are forever ac- 
quitted from all guilt (because another has borne 
all their punishment) and will infallibly attain to 
the resurrection oi the just and the joys of the 
redeemed in glory; others hold that he gave 
himself a ransom for all without respect of per- 
sons, and thus made it possible fpr every man 
to be saved, on certain conditions, with which 
some will certainly never comply. The former 
of these opinions was hitherto yery generally 
believed; but the latter is now fai^ gaining 
ground and rapidly taking its place. The advo- 
cates of both these opinions, however,jcontend 
that all men were justly exposed to eternal 
and that Christ came and bore the pu 
which they deserved, and thu^'jusi 
tvicked b^the terrible condemnation 
And when a^^P^^^^ ^^ proposed in 
the justice of ^im in this supposed proce 
we are gravely cc^ified that Jesus freely con-^ 
sented to bear the punishment of the'miilty, and 
that the claims of justice are fully satisfied, b«t/ 
cause the penalty of the law has been inflictedP 
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t|ider, Is there any truth in such notions ? 
hey any more entitled to belief than heathen 
J ? We wish not to cast reproach upon 
who believe such things. But why should 
onnive at a mere medley of injustice, con- 
ation, and absurdity, because it is put forth 
le greatest beauties and excellencies of 
stian doctrine? We have no scheme to 
ote by an afibcted belief of any thing that 
ges reason and shocks humanity. And 
i we would refrain frdm any assaults upon 
haracter of our opposers, we have little pa- 
3 with gross errors that belong to darker 
I, and we are very much disposed to speak 
Uinly, and call things by their right names. 
It the reader may desire an expression of 
octrine in question iiv the language of its 
vers tliemselves. The desire is reasonable, 
ihall be gratified. We feel no disposition 
^present this doctrine ; and surely it is 
enough when presented in ihe best 
which it has ever appeared. We prefer 

the language of others in stating what they 
jre. Would that our opposers were thus 
rned in their attacks upon the faith which 
herish.*If we really understood each other, 
iifierences of belief would be materially les- 
i. The receivers of our docluxve ^x^ ^«w^- 
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rally well acquainted with both sides 

question, having been educated in, one fai 

are now believing another ; while such as 

us, are commonly ignorant of the reaso 

proofs of our fswth. 

In the latest and amended edition 

Westminster Assembly's Catechism, v 

the following article' of faith : — ** The 

Jesus, by his perfect obedience and ofFe 

himself, which he throug^l the eternal 

once offered up unto God, hath fully Si 

the justice of his Father; and purchai 

only reconciliation, but an everlasting 

tance in the kingdom of heaven, for all th 

Father hath given unto him." That is, 

really suffered the punishment that was 

sinful men, effectuaHy liquidated the cla 

divine justice against them, restored then 

forfeited love of God, and thus secur^ t| 

timate glory and salvation. The sai 

is also contained .in the Articles df 

the Episcopal and of the Methodi 

in both of which we find it stated that 

"truly suffered, was criicified, dead, and 

to reconcile his Father to w«, and to be j 

i 
fice, not only for original j^ilt, but also 

tual sins of men." » 
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Hence, it appears, according to the doctrine 
in question, that Christ was punished instead 
of the sinner ; and that by his sufferings and 
. death, vindictive justice was satisfied, and God 
was rendered propitious to his creatures ! *< God, 
in his indnite wisdom, (says Watts) did not 
think fit to pardon sinful m^n, without some 
compensation for his broken law ; for, 1 . If the 
great Ruler of the world had pardoned the sins 
of men without znf satis/action, then his laws 
might have seemed not worth the vindicating, 

2. Men would have been tempted to persist in 
their rebellion, and to repeat their old offences. 

3. His forms of government among his creatures 
might have appeared as a matter of little impor- 
tance. 4. God had a mind to make a very il- 
lustrious display of both his justice and of his 
grace among mankind.; on these accounts he 
would not pardon sin without a satisfaction.^* 

«l Such is the doctrine of atonement, as now 
held by most professing Christians around us. 
We have stated it in the very language of its 
believers, and our statements have been drawn 
from the highest authority within our reach, and 
we may add, the highest authority that has ever 
sanctioned this doctrine. Its utter falsity and 
dangerous tendency may be shown in a few mo- 
ments, r 
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A considerattion of the character and go 
ment of God, in the light of the Scriptures 
go far toward exploding this unreasonable 
ma. No truth of the Bible is more clearl 
pressed, than that God will by no means 
the guilty, but will render unto every ma 
cording to his deeds. We need not s{ 
chapter and verse to prove this fact, for it 
nerally admitted, and none doubt that it ap 
prominently both in the Old and in the 
Testaments. 

But we now ask, if the guilty are not ch 
and the wicked justified, >when deserved pi 
ment is removed from them, and inflicted 
the innocent and just in their stead ? And 
the principle here involved pronounce 
'< abomination to the Lord?*' And sha] 
charge God with practicing himself that 1 
is unjust and hateful in his creatures ? I 
avail nothing to assert that Jesus volui^ail 
curred the penalty which was our due, A 
ing the statement to be true, the same^i^ 
is still imputed to God. He is represent 
seeking vengeance to compensate his b 
law, without caring whether it fell upoi 
guilty or the innocent. His justice require 
infliction of a certain amount of punishmei 
matter who might be xYie sviSct'et^VKxA^ 
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red to have been well satisfied, and recon- 
to man, not because he rendered unto his 
ires according to their works, and thus 
ted righteousness and justice ; but because 
licted that punishment which none but the 
" could deserve, upon aii innocent person ! 
all this, we are told, was done, that God 
t ** make a very illustrious display of both 
isTicE and of his grace /" 
ppose the Judge of a Court should make 
an illustrious display of his justice, and 
srate the foul culprit from all guilt, and in- 
the punishment which he alone deserves, 
a peaceful, virtuous, and innocent citizen, 
would be so vile — so lost to all sense of 
y and right, as to pronounce such conduct 
ustrious display of justice and of grace ? 
attribute such procedure to Him whose 
e is built upon righteousm&ss and judgment, 
who abominated the justification of the 
;d and the condemnation of the just, is 
preposterous and shocking to all the moral 
jilities of our nature ! 
ain, th^ doctrine under consideration de- 

from the loveliness of the Divinity, and 
>es to Jesus Christ far greater benevolence 
liis Father. It maintains that God was in- 
le in his determination lo sm\\ft \)tv^ Xv^xkcmn. 
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race with a deadly curse, and consign then 
masse to interminable ruin; but that Je 
overpowered with compassion, flew upon 
wings of love to interpose between an offer 
Judge and guilty man, and received the 
blow upon his own innocent head ! Jesus 
all tenderness and mercy; but God mus 
reconciled to us, before he would grant 
pardon; and **it is here alone, (says Wa 
that we can find the solid principle of reconc 
lion to an offended God.^^ The Father 
angry, and disposed to injure ; but the Soi 
moved his wrath, tui-ned it into grace, 
caused him to eieercise pity ! 

If, then, God was offended and meant t( 
us harm, and Jesus came to appease his wi 
and procure for us his pardoning mercy, J 
was certainly better disposed toward the hu 
race than was his Father. And in view of i 
a notion, to say that the Father and the Son 
after all, but one Being in reality, though e 
ing in different persons ; and that they eqi 
loved mankind, notwithstanding the lormer 
filled with burning indignation against us, 
jargon of mysticism and absurdity, that w< 
unable to understand ! Whatever may be 
In denial of the fact, l\v^ docttiivQ before us 
J'epreafent Jesus aa to moT«\^ti\«tw\.«cA xm 
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than his Father. And this hdt alone is sufficient 
to show that the doctrine is unscriptural and 
without foundation in truth. In all his instruc- 
tionS) Jesus never gave a hint that has come 
down to US, that he came into the world to save 
men frond the wrath pf his Father, by suffering 
the punishment which was their due, or by any 
other means. But he invariably taught that God 
loved the world, and that he came to do the will 
of God. -^ 

Again, The moral precepts of the gospel re- 
quire ns to be imitators of God, and be perfect, 
even as he is perfect. But who does not per- 
ceive that an imitation of his character according 
to the doctrine now under consideration, would 
entirely violate all righteousness and justice, 
and subject the innocent to the punishment of 
the guilty? Let the believer in this doctrine 
exemplify it in his family, and in his intercourse 
among men. If he has ten children, and nine 
of them are vile and graceless wretches, and the 
other a virtuous and obedient child, let him 
vindicate the honor of the parental law, and 
make an illustrious display of his justice, by 
inflicting all the punishment due to the rebels, 
upon his dutiful and unoffending child ! True, 
he must first obtain the consent of his innocent 
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^hildv and then he will show his faith by his 
works, and make an illustrious display of justice 
and grace ! 

Can such a doctrine be practiced among men, 
and carried out into all the concerns of life, and 
produce the fruits of righteousness required of 
the Christian disciple ? It surely cannot. And 
we think it high time that all such notions were 
set aside, and others introduced that shall be 
more compatible with the spirit of justice, and 
better calculated to promote the morality of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The doctrine of atonement is very plainly 
taughf^n the Scriptures ; and it there appears 
consistent with reason^ truth and justice. In 
directing our minds to that source of knowledge, 
we find nothing said of Christ's expiring upon 
the cross to placate the vengeance of his Father, 
and to reconcile him to man. But we are plainly 
certified that God commended his love toward 
U8p in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. Romans, v. 8^ Jesus came not to 
save man from the }\i8i punishment of his sins ; 
for the New Testament, as well as the Old, de- 
clares that God will by no means clear the 
guilty, but render unto every man according to 
his deeds. But he came to reconcile the world 
unto God, and to dtVi^ex \xti Ixom^^ ^wmtt ^\ 
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sin, that we might no longer suffer its unhappy 
effeets. And although he avffered for us, or in 
our behalf, we nowhere read that he was ever 
punished, and much less that he devised some 
means by which to clear the guilty. The inno- 
cent may sttffer in behalf of the guilty, but none 
except the guilty can be punished. Our fathers 
suffered for their country, to obtain blessings 
which we now enjoy ; but they were not pun- 
ished in our stead. Jesus also suffered for us 
in the flesh, the just for the unjust ; but he was 
never the victim of punishment. Though " he 
was a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
griefs," he suffered no penalty. And though he 
•* gave himself a ransom for all," it was not to 
reconcile God to man, but the world to God. 

The word A:a/a//age, variously rendered recon^ 
ciliation and atonement in rthe New Testament, 
means, a restoration to peace, union and concord, 
where enmity had before existed. But it should 
be understood that this word is translated atone- 
ment but once in all the New Testament ; and 
even in that place all will allow that it should 
be reconciliation. The particular passage to 
which we refer, is Romans v. ii., ** And not only 
so, but we also joy in God through our Lord 
Jesun Christ, by whom we have now received 
the atonement* *''^ihe marginai xeadAU^\s tet^u- 
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hiliation. But the received veirsion is quite un- 
exceptionable, pravided the word- atonement be 
understood according to its true meaning. Cal- 
met says, •* We have evidently lost the true im- 
port of this word, by our present manner of pro- 
nouncing it. When it was customary to pro- 
nounce the word one as own (as in the time of 
our translators) the word atonement was resolv- 
able into its parts, at-one-ment, or the means of 
being at one, i. e. reconciled, united, combined 
in fellowship." Such is plainly the meaning of 
atonement. And thus viewed, it is seen to be 
entirely synonymous with reconciliation. 

Now the supposition that the work of atone- 
ment was all completed by tlie one offering of 
Jesus Christ upon the cross, and that he died to 
aatiafy divine justice, and reconcile his Father 
to us, is certainly at variance with Scripture and 
truth. In the dying cry, ** It is finished," he 
knew that he had drank the bitter cup of death, 
and that his suflferings were «nded. But his 
death, so far from completing the work of atone- 
fMnt, was only one of the means of reconcilia- 
tion, and no more essential to the acconiplish- 
ment of that work, than was his resurrection 
from the dead. Hence Paul says of Jesus, Ronl. 
iv. 25, ** Who was delivered for our offelp^s, 
ofid was raised again for out 3u^t\jwiat\<ktv." 
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Is it not plain from this passage that our justifi' 
cation unto life depends as much upon the rc- 
surreciion as upon the death of Christ? No 
person will question the fact that justification is 
included in the work of atonement. And if this 
work was all completed by the sufferings of the 
cross, why should it be affirmed that he '* was 
raised again for our justification?" 

After speaking at considerable length of the 
death of Christ, Paul says, 1st Cor. xv. 14, 
"And if Christ be not risen, then is our preach- 
ing vain.^* Although Jesus had offered himself 
upon the cross and endured the sufferings of 
death, all was vain, -and the gospel of none ef- 
fect, if he was not risen from the dead. His 
death was not sufficient : for we receive the as- 
surance of final justification unto life through his 
resurrection. Reconciliatiori is a progressive 
work, and all the labors and sufferings of Jesus 
are but me^ns to. its accomplishment. He has 
undertaken to reconcile, not God unto the world 
— ^for God never needed to be reconciled — but 
the world unto God. And the work will be fully 
consummated when all things are reconciled to 
God, and every knee bows, and every tongue 
confesses that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 
of %)d the Father ! 
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The subject of atonement or reconciliation, as 
well as the extent of the work, is most clearly 
exhibited in the following testimonies of Scrip- 
ture. ''AH things are of God, who hath recon- 
ciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation ; to 
wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling> the 
world unto himself^ not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them." 2d Cor, v, 18, 19.*** For it 
pleased the Father that in him (Christ) should 
all fulness dwell ; and having made peace through 
the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all 
things unto himself, by him, I say, whether they 
be things in earth, or things in heaven." Col. 
i. 19, 20. It was the purpose of God to recon- 
cile sinful and suffering man to himself; and he 
appointed his Son, whom he has exalted to be a 
Prince and a Savior, to effect this graciou§ work. 
Jesus received a name which is above every 
name, and was invested with all power in hea- 
ven and earth, that he might be enabled success- 
fully to prosecute and complete this merciful 
reconciliation. The sins of the world will not 
be so imputed to man, as to render the work in- 
effectual. And although it is not yet finished, 
the promise of Him who cannot lie, has been 
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given, that he shall prosper in the undertaking, 
and at last see of the travail of his soul, and be 
satisfied. 

It is a mistake to suppose that Jesus Christ 
died to purchase divine mercy for the sinner, or 
to .turn the^wrath of God into grace. His death 
>vas a manifestation of divine favor and compas- 
sion in behalf of the world. He died to abolish 
the whole law of sacrifices, and to open unto 
man a new. and living way of constant access to 
the Father of mercies. And he arose from the 
dead to bring life and immortality to light ; to 
give us the sure pledge of our resurrection ; and 
to impart to us the full assurance of faith and 
of hope, that we shall through him, in the better 
world be reconciled^ united, and combined in 
fellowship to his Father and our Father, his 
God and our God. 

And it is also an error to suppose that the en- 
tire work of atonement was. finished in the mere 
death of our Lord and Savior. It is indeed con- 
summated in the purpose of God, and was be- 
fore the world began ; but it is not yet actually 
accomplished. Nay, the work is now prose- 
cuted no farther than men have really become 
reconciled to God. It is still in progress ; and 
when it shall be completed, "the whole fam^vlY 
in heaven and earth," shalWie ^^aXSojet^^YCiNa ^ss^a 
^ 14 
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fold — the subjects of the resurrection shall be 
equal unto the angels — and God shall be all in 
all! Nothing will be left imperfect— nothing 
will fail of all thai God has promised — ^but the 
whole world will be reconciled to the owner of 
all souls, and ** the Savior of all men." 

"Thou hast (says Paul) put all things in sujj- 
jection under his feet. For in that he hath put 
all things in subjection under him, he left no* 
thing that is not put under him. But now we 
see not yet 2l\ things put under him. But we 
see Jesus, who was mfade a little lower than the 
angels for the suffering of death, crown^ *with 
glory and honor ; that he by the grace of God 
should taste death for every man." Hdb. ii. 8, 
9. We ** see not yef^ the end, ** but believing, 
we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory." We trust that God will be glorified in 
ail his works ; and we hope, without doubting, 
that every man will finally reach his ** chief and 
highest end^^^ which is to ^^ glorify God, arid 
fuUy to enjoy him forever.^* 



CHAPTER XI. 

REPENTANCE. 

* We are sometimes accused of not preaching 
repentance and forgiveness ; and on this ground 
we have been denied the evangelical name and 
character. The accuser, however, is mistaken. 
These things run through all our public minis- 
trations of divine truth ; and we cease not to ex- 
hort men to exercise repentance toward God and 

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, with the assu- 
me -^< 
ra^e of remission of sins to all who turn to the 

Lord with full purpose of heart. But it must be 
confessed that we do not handle these subjects 
after the manner adopted by many of our Chris- 
tian brethren. We have different views of hu- 
man nature, and of the proper instrumentalities 
to reclaim men from vice and destruction. We 
apply different metos, and appeal to other mo- 
tives of the heart. And in the way which we 
juige to be right, we constantly teach and enforce 
the very things, which others suppose that we 
utterly discard. But the misunderstanding ori- 
ginBtes with themselves. They c\a.\m\o\it^^^ 
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the doctrines in question just as they are taught 
in the Scriptures ; and hence suppose that all 
who differ from them must consequently be at 
variance with the instructions of the divine word. 
But they would soon perceive the injustice of 
their charge against us, if they would only con- 
sider that a diiferent manner of preaching the 
same doctrine, does not necessarily imply that 
either party denies and rejects such doctrine. 
We should not feel justified in accusing others 
of failing to preach salvation/because they view 
this subject in a somewhat different light from 
that in which it appears to our own mii|ib»i And 
we feel unwilling to be accused ourselviw^n any 
such grounds. j^- 4 

All who profess to be Christians, ofwery 
name, preach repentance and forgiveness. And 
it is no mark of a just and charitable spirit for 
one denomination to charge any other with a 
denial of, or a failure to proclaim, these impor- 
tant doctrines of the Gosj^el. If any suppose 
that our views on these subjects are erroneous, 
or that we are unfaithful m urging them upo^ 
the attention of sinful men ; let them candidly 
state what we believe, and fairly expose our 
errors ; and let them also reprove our negligence 
of duty. We claim no infallibility of belief, r^* 
biamelessness of ptaeXVce. kxA ^^ V^^^^nx^^ 
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sake our errors when they a^e made known ; 
and also to profit by friendly admonitions to 
more faithfulness ih the cause of our Master. 
But unfounded accusations against us, neither 
tend to enlighten our understandings and correct 
us in righ^ousness, nor to impress our minds with 
very favorable opinions of ^e character of the 
accuser. 

No subject within the whole range of Chris- 
tian theology is more frequently made the theme 
of discourse than repentance ; and perhaps upon 
no other is so much said with little understand- 
ing, ig'iphe word itself seems to be freely used 
by coxoinon consent, without sufficiently consi- 
deiilg its true an(%^criptural import. But there 
is roftson to believe that if it be constantly re- 
peated with great warmth of feeling and ealrnest- 
ness of mmper, m^ij^ill at once conclude that 
the preac^g miiOT oe highly evangelical in its 
character, and of tl^ most desirable tendency. 
And it is quite possiible' that some persons rest 
satisfied with the qp^e sound of the word, with* 
out caring to seelrTot Jthe^ real sense intended 
Because we do not ppbetually reiterate this 
word, is one great reasw^y superficial think- 
ers, who regard sound ntelthan sense, charge 
us with not preaching repentance. 
14* * • 
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Like, many other theological terms, repmt- 
ance is used in a vague and inde&nite sense, and 
in accordance with established opinion and gene- 
ral prejudice. And the same is true of " bom 
again," "regenerated," "converted," etc. These 
several expressions are all used no^-a-days to 
express the same general idea ; but the thing 
signified, though most people suppose they un- 
derstand it, is not easily explained. There is a 
darkness and mystery about the common accepta- 
tion of these terms.. And the operation and 
change supposed to fee effected in the mind by 
repentance, are so badly defined and imperfectly 
understood, that conimon prejudice and t^con- 
firmed habits of thought "^th ' the P6<>H^^ 
made to determine the jjleaning inlendeH^f iof 
deed real meaning Se considered. 

Now we are willin^^^mit jff^ there are 
subjects embraced in the Christian revelation, 
which appear not to be |^eajrly explained in all 
respects, and concerning which there must con- 
sequently be some indetf^^eness in the mind of 
the believer. Fdl iilptaiice, the preciJ| time 
when all the dead shaU be raised, mA the king- 
dom of Christ shall be delivered up tohis Father, 
is not really stated ; and in reflecting upon di 
particular topic, it *\s tivoV ^\x«s\.'^>3oal ve shoill^ 
form various opimoxva xVvaX. 'sSm waN. 
satisfactory exp\atva\ioTV «sA ^\ool. 




UNIVERSALIST BELIEF. 163 

may be said of the mode of our existence beyond 
death,! and of the employment of man in the 
future state of being. But repentance is a thing 
that immediately affects our interests and hapjpi- 
ness, and there need be no diversity of opinion 
concerning what it means. It seems to be em- 
braced in the very first principles or rudiments 
of the gospel of Cl^rist. And we regard it as 
one of the most simple subjects, and the most 
easily understood, of any presented for our ac- 
ceptance and belief in the word of God. In our 
view it signifies no mysterious operation of 
mind' — no supernatural change of human nature 
— ^but is all en^braced in the simple word, refor- 
m. We do pot mea^ that every change in 
for the better; should be considered repent- 
ance in the fullest and highest sense of the word. 
The gos|^ of Chifkft requires something more 
than the cold moi^alily of heathenism ; and the 
repentance which he preached was far different 
from any reformation of life ever proposed by 
the sages and mor^sts of the world. But gos- 
pel repentance is ^'till a very plain subject — the 
Hieans by which it is produced are easily under- 
stood — and the happy effects which it yield* 
are felt and enjoyed by every true-hearted 
Christian. 
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It should, however, be understood in the out- 
set, that there are two words of very different 
signification, uniformly rendered repent in the 
common version of the Niew Testament — mcfc- 
noeo and metamelomia. Of these words Dr. 
Campbell says, 6th Pre. Diss, part 3d, '' It has 
been observed by some, and' I think with reason, 
that the former properly denotes a change for 
the better; the latter barely a change, whether 
it be to the better dr to the worse ; that the for- 
mer marks a change of mind that is durable and 
productive of consequences ; the latter expresses 
only a present uneasy feeling of regret and sor- 
row for what is done, ^without regard either to 
duration or to effects ; in fina. that the firs^ay 
properly be translated into lEnglish, I r^mi 
the second, I repent^ in the familiar accigptation^ 
of the word." The sarajj author a^gin jays, in 
the same Dissertation, ** WvSy one wbo reforms, 
repents ; but every one who repents, does not 
reformJ*^ ^ 

A reference to a few pa^^ges will sufficiently 
explain the real differenced meaning betwj 
the two words in question. Paul sa^e, 
vii. 10, "Fo]p;godly sorrow worketh ^l^^enldMiNr 
to salvatiwi not to be repented of." Here wif 
£nd in Itie common version the word repentaaoft 
i5rst used to signify ^ ^eximx^fe %\^TOML^t^^ 
heBTt and life ; and aiXetvy^T^a \Jcv^ ^««v^ ^^^^ 
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employed • to show that such reformation need 
not 'be repented of, regretted, or changed. The 
words, here used are different in the original 
text; and ^eir real dissimilarity of meaning is 
made obvious from the very construction of the 
passage. Godly sorrow produces a desirable 
change, that is well expressed by the word 
reformation. It would, hojcrever, be absurd to 
say that such a change is not to be reformed ; 
but all can understand that it need not be re- 
pented of, or regretted, 

Wheil John 'the Baptist came preaching in 
the wilderness of Judea, he called upon men to 
reform. But when Paul said, Rom. xi. 29, 
** F^^ihe gifts and callings of God are without 
rgj^^ance," he had not allusion to any refor- 
mation of life, or to any kind of change in man. 
He mea^t merely to assert the fact, that the gifts 
and callings of God are irrevocable, that is, not 
to be changed or reversed, and not to be repented 
of. The same sense of the word repentance 
also occurs in the passage relating to'lBsau, 
Heb. xii. 17, " For he found no place of repent^ 
a^l^f though he sought it carefully with tears." 
It was not personal reformation of character that 
this m^ sought, but a mere change or revoca- 
tion of^^at had tal^qn place. '* This change 
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was what he found no possibility of effecting, 
however earnestly or movingly he soughfcit." 

We now use the word repentance^ not Record- 
ing to the sense which it bears as applied to the 
change that Esau desired to e'fiect ; but as it w^ 
employed by our Savior and his apostles in their 
constant and earnest calls upon men to forsake 
theif sins and refori^ their lives. Both the har- 
binger of Jesus and the Master himself com- 
menced their public ministry in the world, with 
the emphatic command for men to repent, be- 
cause the kingdom of heaven was at hand, and 
about to be established in the earth. They 
would have deluded and sinful men turn from 
their follies and vices, give a listening eil ,and 
an understanding heart, and thus be reamed to 
the wisdom of the just and the joys of obedience 
to God. * The repentance which theyipreacbed 
was reformation — a turmng fiom Vanity to the 
counsels of wisdom, and from the service of sin 
to the love and practice of godliness and virtup. , 
But it implied no mysterious and undefinable 
emotions of soul — no miriculotas transfoi 
of human nature — but the call 'w^M^^i 
the fruits of genuine repentanctjjpj^ghl 
and enjoyed, when men were inT 
influence of good principles to bn 
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sins by righteousness, and' their iniquity by 
turning to the Lord. 

The work of repentance which our Sayior 
and his apostles labored :4o produce in those to 
whom they ministered, was of a somewhat 
different character from that which we now 
strive to effect. At least it was intended to be 
more deep, thorough and radical than any change 
that is really necessary in the sphere of our la- 
bors. They did not preach a religion in which 
the people had been educated, and seek to revive 
in their minds a recollection of the lessons of 
duty received in childhood. They endeavored 
to break up the very foundations of existing 
society ; and to introduce not only a new code 
of morals, but also to establish a hew and better 
dispensation of religion. They required men 
to forsake all that they had been taught and pos- 
sessed: — to begin life again as new-bom infants — 
to be transformed in the spirit of their minds — 
and to walk in newness of life. 

The world was wedded to false doctrines, and 
jfllilered miserable by the practice and influence 
<j| ^^rrup ^jg inciples. It was the business of 
til^Bapti^R^ call men away from their follies 
and sins ; and it was the object of the greater 
teacher and the chosen ambassadoit^ o{ \v\& ^xvi^!cv 
io give them spiritual birth into the Veviw^'^ 
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kingdom. John prepared the way ; and Christ 
led forth the captive from bondage, and con- 
ducted the wandering into the paths of wisdom 
and peace. And . so great was the ^ change 
wrought by the ministry of truth, that such as 
received the gospel and were made subject to 
its influence, were represented as h.aving died in 
one state, and been made alive in another. 
" Wherefore, my brethren, (says Paul to the 
Romans,) ye also are become dead to the law 
by the body of Christ; that ye should be married 
to another, even to him who is raised from the 
dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God." 
The same change cannot be produced in any 
man who has been educated a .Christian, l^ 
such a case it is not necessary that the individual 
should leave all that he has been taught ; but he 
should rather be made sensible of his early les- 
sons, and reminded of the good counsels which 
he has rejected. 

But though we live in a Christian community^ 
where the gospel is taught even to chil^en, and 
blended with common educalfe>n, it is 
important that men should rep 
the remission of sins now, th; 
Jesus lived on earth. The sam' 
respects cannot be efiected; but tJ^IT^nieJ^ 
never been known in iW vjotWv«\v^^ t«^«^fc!«^ 
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was unnecessary to man. The best of men are 
sinners against God, and subject to faults that 
need correction. And surely when we cast our 
eyes over so.dety, and behold the prevalence of 
sin, and its dreadful consequences, we cannot 
suppose that repentance has yet done its work. 
There is among iis a fearful disregard of God. 
His name, is blasphemed in the streets, and vice 
walks abroad at noonday unrebuked. Intempe- 
rance, avarice, and selfish ambition have almost 
become the ruli9g powers of our country. And 
these dangerous evils, and others less alarming, 
have spread their poisonous inflmence tliroughout 
all the ramifications of society, so that there are 
none among us that rightly f6ar God and faith- 
fully keep his commandments. Privileges have 
been abused and mercies despised, until as a 
people and as individuals we stand condemned 
in the sight of righteous heaven for our mean 
progress in religious knowledge and reforma- 
tion. 

What must be done to promote the necessary 
of repentance ? Men must be brought to 
e eviLof their doings, and to lenders tand 
ce]|^H|l:of that Being against whom they 
ha"^ ipo^Rsiaerately transgressed. Apprehen- 
sioBd of danger from sin, and the sorrow of mind 
thus produced, cam lead to no woiftv^ ^w^ ^^\^ 
15 
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reformation of life. Man may mourn over past 
transgressions, and tremble in view of future 
consequences, and still experience in his soul 
no deep and salutary change. His outward con- 
duct may seem more accordant to the requisitions 
of the Gospel, but the principles within are still 
the same; and ** the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts," ^till lives and 
rules. But let the real evil and malignant natute 
of sin be seen and felt ; let it be known that the 
law to which God commands obedience "is 
holy, just and good;" and let the mind be 
brought to loathe the wrong and to love the 
right, and man's repentance will bd sincere, ef- 
fectual, and lasting in its happy effects. Such 
is the repentance which the gospel aims to pro- 
mote. It presents ** the goodness of GoiT^ as 
the foundation of reformation; «nd urges an 
imitation of the divine rectitude and benevolence 
as the only acceptable course of life. And when 
men behold the beauty and excelleticy,,|f godd- 
ness as displayed in the God of Love||t^||r will 
realize the unspeakable importance oil 
to his character, and delight i\ 
the inner man." ^ 

Mr. Shinn, of the Methodist' 
and eloquently says, in his late w< 
Benevolence and 'Rec\\\xx^^ ol ^^%v>3^t«ftfc%p 
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ing," •' The essential character of God is a sub- 
ject of primary importance to the whole intelli- 
gent universe. On this depends the reformation 
of 'the sinner, the perseverance of the saint, the 
consolation of. the afflicted and dying, and the 
perpetual tra&q[uillity of all the hosts of heaven. 
A sinner may be terrified by mere apprehensions 
of punishment ; but a true aiid sentimental re- 
pentance will never take place in his mind, nor 
a genuine reformation, in liis life, till he shall 
have some tolerably correct views concerning 
the excellency of the Divine nature. The good" 
ness of God must lead him to repentance. For 
it is opposition to a good Being, and to a good 
law which has rendered his own character a bad 
one. Thifiievil of his heart and life, the penitent 
honestly acknowledges; which implies a full 
admission m his intelligence, that the Being 
against whim he has been standing in opposi- 
tion, is as excellent as he is himself vile^ With* 
out suotx a conviction, ^^e can be no sentimen- 
tal re|>0niance ; and if JiPsntance be not aentu 
h^off can it be sincere P pp. 11, 12. 
|ever Jlfcg^we heard any thing more perti- 
zndJ^^pile on the subject of repentance. 
dell ofTil^^pvs of the subject are here clearly 
and-Aiity expressed. And the desire of our heart ^ 
and the abject of our coTiala.Ti\.\«iJoot%*'a!^^^^'«s»R^ 
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of Christ, is, to exhibit that divine goodness, 
which Paul declares, "/earfe^/i to repentana^^ 
to show the hateful nature and ' unhappy conse- 
quences of opposition to this goodness — and thus 
to lead men awav from folly axiii^fin into the, 
wisdom and obedience of the GJfnstian charac- 
ter. In this way we cease not to preach repen- 
tance. The whole course of our ministry tends 
to promote the work of reformation. And in 
proportion as men ar^ brought to see their own 
vileness in contrast with the goodness of God, 
they will abhor themselves, and strive to become 
god-like in feeling and practice. ** Opposition 
to a good Being" is thus removed — God's ex- 
cellency appears glorious and lovely, and man's 
vileness more and more abominableT— the heart 
and affections are enlisted — and '* sentimental 
repentance" and " genuine reforno^pn" of life 
follow as the happy and permanei^^result. 

In this view of the subject it is easily per- 
ceived that the word MOfintance may b(^ loudljr 
and frequently reiterSfc, without tJiBjictual 
preaching of gospel repentance, Ai 
plain to be seen that this impoi 
our holy religion, may be zeal( 
tively proclaimed, without so mucl 
word by which it is commonly exprei 
rifying sinners " by ttvet^ ^Y^x^^Tk&vst^ ^ 
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punishment," is not preaching repentance. And 
although great apparent Effects may be produced 
by such means, and men may thus be measura-* 
bly restrained from^ open acts of transgression, 
no man can l^e led to repent as God requires, by 
any such i]w||:&ations. John the Baptist and 
our Savior exhorted men to repent, because the 
kingdom of heaven, which manifests the favor 
and love of God, was at hand. Peter urged the 
Jews to the same duty, by the assurance that 
the promise of God was to them and to their 
children, and that they were all Embraced in that 
covenant of redemption, which proposes to turn 
away every man from his iniquities. See Act* 
3. And Paul is no less explicit in his instruc- 
tions on this subject, in thus reproving man'» 
sinful perverseness and blind ** opposition to a 
good Being:" — «*0r despisest thou the riches 
of his goodness, and forbearance and long-su^ 
fering ; not knowing that the goodness of God 
leadeth thee to repentance?^' Rom. ii. 4. 

In like manner we judge it right to preach re* 

p^ntjance. We are not concerned to produce 

ty a present uneasy feeling of regret or sor- 

for Mrijil is done," but we would strive to 

h ** Ippinge of mind that is durable an4 

productive of consequences." And we humbly 

trust that our feeble labors in Bome me^«vix^ Y^^- 
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dtice tHilf desirable result. We know that ac- 
ceptable obedience must spring from love; and 
we are sure that God must be seen in the loveli- 
ness of his character, before he can be loved 
with all the st)ul. And hence our constant ex- 
hibitions of the supreme exceUeniiHR the Divine 
goodness. We know that the evH of sin must 
be seen and felt before it can be abhorred- in the 
mind. And we cease not to declare and to prove 
that vice is the parent and cause of misery, the 
destroyer of peace, and the enemy of all happi- 
ness. We know that the commandments ol 
God "are not grievous," 1st John, v. 3, and 
that "in keeping of them7Aerc is a great re- 
wardJ*^ Ps. xix. 11. And we therefore laboi 
to convince men that God requires of us a " rea 
sonable service," intended for our own good 
and that peace and pure enjoyment can be founc 
only in the path of obedience. Thus we con- 
stantly preach repentance. And if the Scripture 
truths here presented, were but believed vM 
the hearty by all who profess to know and serve 
the Lord, Zion would appear in all her beajj^ 
garments, and every waste place in gftc 
of Immanuel would become rich 
holiness and peace. 
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CHAPTER XII, 

FORGIVENESS. 

We come to speak of forgiveness. The 
Prince of life, who was exalted with the right 
hand of God, was to give remission of sins, as 
well as grant repentance unto life. But we main- 
tain that God never swerves from strict justice 
in his dealings with mankind, but certainly ren- 
ders unto all the full recompense of their doings. 
Many are ready to conclude that such doctrine 
precludes the very possibility of any forgiveness, 
because, say they, if all sinners are punished to 
the full extent of their guilt, there can be no room 
for* the exercise of pardoning mercy. We con- 
fess that this objection is highly plausible ; and, 
considering tl^e more common religious instruc- 
l^jis of the day, we think it not strange that 
iy should regard it as unanswerable. 

I^jat our appeal is to the word of God. We 
have no concern with the judicial pardons that 
are extended to the transgressors of human laws. 
Such is not the subject o( livi\v\\x^ . "^ ^ ^^i>x^ 
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to show^mat kind of forgiveness God grants to 
sinful men, and to ascertain whether he remits 
the punishment demanded by justice, or merely 
forgives the sins of his creatures. 

The Scriptures speak a language on this sub- 
ject that need not be misunderst^?^. In the 
same passage we find the declaration of full and 
adequate punishment , and also of abundant par- 
don — thus showing that the same individual may 
receive for '* every trangression and disobedience 
a just recompense of reward," and at the same 
time receive the forgiveness of all his sins. Let 
a few such passages be introduced, and they 
will assist us to a right understanding of the sub- 
ject before us. Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7. '* The Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and tmth, keeping mercy 
for thoussxids^ forgiving iniquity, and transgres- 
sion and sin, and that will by no means clear 
the guilty, ^^ Here it is plainly affirmed that 
God ia forgiving ; and also that he will not, by 
any possible means, or in any cfise, suffer the 
guilty to be cleared. Shall we say that ther;^ 
here a manifest contradiction ? If fbrgivi 
as applied to God and in the Scriptt|||||8ei 
the word, means a remission of cona^pui 
ment, there was never a more gross and palpi* 
ble solecis^i than vre &Tv^m^}^v& ^^&«a^e. ^( 
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we deny that such is the meaning of forgiveness. 
And we shall yet show that the most rigid justice 
and free pardon harmoniously work together in 
the economy of God. 

Again, we read, Psalms xcix. 8, " Thou wast 
a God that forgavest them, thou tookest ven- 
geance of their inventions." The Psalmist 
speaks of God's treatment of Israel in the dayis 
of Moses and Aaron, and shows that notwith- 
standing he punished that rebellious people for 
their wickedness, he zho forgave them. But a 
still stronger passage is found in the 40th chap- 
ter of Isaiah. *' Comfort ye, comfort ye my 
people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably 
to Jerusalem, and say unto her that her warfare 
is accomplished, that her iniquity is joare/one J; 
for she hath received of the Lord's hand double 
for all her «ms." All the sins of Jerusalem are 
here mentioned. They were all punished to the 
fuU; and to give peculiar forqe to the fact, the Pro- 
phet introduces a hyperbole^ declaHng that she 
had received double for all her sins J Surely 
thcpre was no limitation of the operations of jus- 
tk^tn this case — no remission of the punishment 
d#irved by sin. Still the people were pardon- 
cc^their sins were al\ forgiven. 

" How then," says one, " shall we understand 
this subject of forgiveness, fox eNer^^vw^^^^ 
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real pardon seems to be excluded.** We an. 
swer, earthly rulers remit punishment, because 
their judicial dicisions are not infallible, and such 
procedure is in some cases supposed to be pro- 
per and even necessary. The work of God is 
perfect, and his judgments never need to be re* 
versed. And the fact is worthy of particular no- 
tice, that although we read in the Scriptures of 
the forgiveness, pardon and remission of sinSi 
transgression and iniquity, we do not find a 
passage in the whole Book that speaks of die 
forgiveness or remission of punishment , In two 
of the passages which we have cited, it is posi- 
tively declared that the punishment was inflic- 
ted, but sin pardoned* After the transgressors 
had suffered the righteous chastisement of their 
evil deeds, they were received into the favor of 
God and graciously ybrgiVen. 

The word aphiemi, rendered) for give in the 
New Testament, is defined by Parkhurst, Don- 
negan, and Greenfield, and we presume by all 
other lexicographers, to mean, "to send away, 
dismiss, to emit, send forth." Bemissioh, wfaj^jh 
signifies sending away, is more expressii 
the meaning intended than the word fargivi 
God will by no means clear the guifiy, 
when man truly repents of his sins, that i8« 
forms his life as l\io ^Bi\^i\ix^^i^s\vivt^^QtV54s* 
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pardon or remit all his iniquities, and treat him 
as though he had never sinned. In this consists 
the forgiveness or remission that is promised the 
penitent. God punished Jerusalem for all her 
sins ; but when the warfare was accomplished, 
the word of comfort was spoken, and her iniqui- 
ty was pardoned. It has been said that if man 
is punishcfd to the full extent of his guilt, he may 
come forth and demand the favor of God and 
even the bliss of heaven as his right. But upon 
what ground ? " Because," says one, ** he has 
suffered all that he deserved." Very well, this 
setdes the account, but what claim does all this 
give man to further blessings from God? Surely 
none at all. He stands as the subject of grace, 
and whatever good he receives must be the mer- 
ciful gift of " the Father of lights." 

The justice of God claims the obedience of all 
the subjects of his moral government, and em- 
ploys such means as tend to secure this end. All 
punishments inflicted by the hand of the Deity 
are intended by him to be thl^ means of satisfying 
the demands of his own justice. And after pun- 
ishment has done its work, and repentance unto 
life has ensued, God blots out from the book of 
hif remembrance all the faults of the sinner, 
sends away his iniquities, and receives him as 
ape who bad never known the "wt^j^ o^ w\w-— 
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The prodigal son bitterly suffered the conse- 
quences of his follies and crimes, and feared to 
ask the forgiveness which his father delighted 
to bestow. In this case there would have been 
no forgivenegs, if the father had been unwilling 
to remit and forget 'the former transgressions of 
his child. But he forgave all— welcomed the 
returning prodigal to his home — and rejoiced 
over him more than over the elder brother who 
had not gone astray. 

All sinners are prodigals from God. While 
estranged from him by wicked works, they must 
ever bear that punishment of which the guilty 
cannot be cleared. But the disposition of God 
toward them is subject to no change — he still 
loves them with a parent's affection — and when 
by the manifestations of his goodness, they are 
led to repentance^ sin is not imputed, but abun- 
dant pardon is granted. '* God (says Paul, 2d 
Cor. v. 19,) was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them." Notwithstanding the sinfulness of men, 
they were ^ill the objects of divine Iovib. And 
although theyjuust suffer the unavoidable conse- 
quences of their wickedness, God will not allow 
either sin or its effects to hinder the great work 
of universal tecoudUatiou to himself.^ Because 
man has siuaed, G^^%xtfA>Jc^^\^W^Vi&N^^ 
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sin and misery eternally upon him. His pur- 
poses are all favorable to human happiness, and 
aim at the ultimate blessedness of all his moral 
subjects. Nothing can separate man from his 
love, nor make him the absolute enemy of any 
of his creatures. The principles of his nature 
and government will not allow the return of evil 
for evil. ^ The exercise of his justice (which is that 
of love) is designed to secure him the obedience of 
his creatures, and bring man into communion 
with his Maker. And when the ends of justice 
are secured, man will no longer be the subject of 
penal retribution. Whatever he has done amiss 
will be kindly forgiven ; and in Christ Jesus all 
that have sinned will at last find the blessings of 
grace, and the joys of deliverance from every 
evil ! Then shall ungodliness be turned away 
from Jacob, and the sins of Israel taken away^ 
' Rom. xi, 26, 27 ; and then shall it be known 
and acknowledged of all, that Jesus Christ is in- 
deed " THE LAMB OF GrOD WHICH TAKETH AWAY 
THE SIN OF THE WORLD !" 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

: REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS. ^ 

All Christians yield a willing assent to the 
doctrine of human accountability ; notwi|hstaDd«> 
ing many of them hold notions that seem to be 
quite irreconcilable with this plain doct^bof 
reason and of revelation. The Calvin ist,' the 
Necessarian, nay, even the Fatalist will not de- 
ny the responsibility of man. Who ever urged 
man to the performance of his duty toward God 
with more earnestness and zeal than Dr. Priest- 
ly ? And yet' he believed that every thing in the 
world is controlled and determined by a philo* 
sophical and irresi4|4>l6 necessity. The charge 
of an utter denial of all accountability in man 
was J|Rdeed warmly and repeatedly preferred 
aj^aiHilUm by his adversaries ; but nothing[ of 
the kml was ever asserted by himself. We 

' 4 

shall attempt no defence of his peculiar noti<nls 

on this subject ; but we are willing to award him 

honesty and sincerity of heart in^ the avowal 

biB belief. And w« WirnVVvV^ «.we fully p«^i 
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the utter impossibility of entirely divesting the 
mind of all feelings of responsibility to God. No 
theory can effectually destroy this feeling ; for 
it seems to forn\ a part of our common nature ; 
though it must be admitted that jt may be greatly 
weakened and sadly perverted by the pernicious 
influence of false and (Corrupt doctrine^. And >ve 
are impressed with the belief that the doctrine of 
philosophical necessity, as taught by Df . Priest- 
ly, is not true, and therefore not well adapted to 
the^Piomotion of virtue and righteousness. Still 
it^buid be an act of gross injustice to charge 
him with a negation of man's accountability to 
his Mak^r. 

But though all christians freely admit the ab- 
stract doctrine th^t man is an accountable being, 
we find that very dissimilar not'ons are entertain- 
ed in regard to this subject. We ^U^ve that 
whatever freedom man may posses^and how- 
ever responsible he may be for his conduct, God 
is the sovereign ruler and final disposer of all 
things* We hold that man's ultimate destiny, 
instead of being a thing of unncertainty^ was de- 
termined in the counsels of Heaven before the 
handy work of creation was begun. T)ie Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world, 
being Blaxn from the foundatien of the world, 
L%e work ofhumHn redismpuon awdi \\.« ^Tk'dS.'«&>^ 
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glorious consunvnation, were ^een and known to 
the mind of God, ere the pillars of the earth 
were reared, and the breath of life breatl;ied into 
man ! And while we fully believe that man is 
an accountable creature, and that God *' will ren- 
der unto every man according to his deeds," ^e 
hold that the consequences of our action3 can in 
no case extend so far as to defeat the original 
designs of our Maker, or alter the nature of that 
ultimate destiny for which he always intended 

Others, however, make human responfi^py 
infinite in magnitude, and ej^tend it throughout 
the ceaseless duration of eternity. And they sup* 
pose that the actions here done, and the charac- 
ter here formed, will have the most important 
bearing upon our state and condition sa long as 
existence in any form is continued, anid will in 
fact detenmtie our ultimate happiness or mis^. 
One great point of difference between us relates, 
therefore, not to the existence of accountability 
in man, (for this doctrine is admitted by all,) but 
to the extent of our responsibility. 

We have been, and still are, charged with an 
utter denial of all responsibility in man. This 
charge, however, is unfounded — we will not pro- 
nounce it slanderous, for we are well person 
that in most cases al\eaL%X \\. ot\^w^\»s^ mva 
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tire mlfunderstaniiiDg of our real views on this 
subject. Our accusers would be enabled to speak 
more understandingly in reference to this matter, 
if they would only acquaint themselves with the 
f^ct, that we believe as firmly as they do, in the 
fact that man is accountable to his Maker ; and 
that the ppint of difference between us relates 
merely to the ma;;uitude and extent of this ac- 
countability. The idea appears to us tremendous 
and appalling, that man's endless happiness or 
misery should in any way depend upon his own 
fitAl doings, or upon the character which he 
himself voluntarily fornis in this transitory state 
of existence. We believe that man is limited in 
all his powers aivd capacities — that the conse- 
quences of all his actions ^ve finite in their nature 
and duration — and that his final and immortal 
destiny can be determined by no other than Him 
**[lubo only hath immortality,^' However last- 
ing, whether happy or miserable, the effects of 
9ur conduct may be, we believe that our ultimate 
and permanent existence in the resurrection state, . 
will have no connexion with^ either reward or 
punisbinent, but will be the free gift to all our 
race of the unpurchased grace of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord ! 

In view of the foregoing considerations, it 
•eems proper that we should mc^xute cxnye«t\vvc\5^ 
J6* 
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what God requires of man. The requisitions of 
the divine law as declared in the Scriptures, are 
all comprised in two great commandments, which 
obligate us to love God with all the heart, and 
our neighbor as ourselves. But in.considerii^ 
this subject we should not rest satisfied with a 
bare repetition of the word love. The duties 
required ofus are indeed expressed by this word; 
but the true test and fruits of our lore mast be 
exhibited in acts of obedience to its requisitions. 
To love God with all the soul, implies that ve 
are faithful to the full extent of our knowUile 
and ability, in the performance of such services 
as he has required at our hands. It implies thai 
we are sincere and honest in our intentions, obe- 
dient to the best motives that are presented to 
the mind, and disposed in alt things to employ 
our means and exert our powers according to onr 
best convictions of right and duty. The min 
who thus acts, whatever may be the me^ure of 
his capacity, and his opportunities for the acquis 
sition of knowledge, is a true lover of Grod,: and 
a faithful doer of the law of righteousness. '< For 
(says the apostle Paul) if there be first a wilUng 
mind, it is accepted according to that a man hatbt % 
and not according to that he hath not." 2d Cor* 
yiii. 12. J , 

To love OUT neigVhoi ^ oxxx^^^vtA^ m^U 
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that we are disposed to I'espect his rights and to 
proi^ote his happiness ; or in other words, that 
we do unto him as we desire that he should do 
tinte us. We are bound to make the best use of 
all our means of instruction, and to seek an ac- 
quaintance with all the obligations which^ we 
owe to our kindred race. And in every stage of 
knowledge, and with every grade of ability, we 
are obedient to the second command, and stand 
justified in the view of God, when we render . 
our neighbor the best services in our power. 
The heathen, as well as the , Christian, may 
work righteousness. And if he is but faithful to 
the light within, and obedient to the best instruc- 
tions that can be obtained, that Being who is ^* no 
respecter of person^," will approve his conduct 
and bless him in his deeds ! 

** To do justly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly before God," are declared to comprise 
all the duties that our Maker requires of man 
These duties are urged in a variety of ways in 
the Scriptures, and presented in every form of 
expression ; but they are still the same. Justice 
to man, and mercy to the erring and suffering, 
and humble obedience toward God according to 
our knowledge of what he requires, make up the 
whole sum of every man's duty. We are aH 
^alld eoiistaiillj obligated to Tender ^\xO[v^:^^^\^Xi^^ 






18S UNIVKR9ALI8T BELISF. 

to the law of God, whether that law be learned 
by the testimony of natuial conscience, or made 
known by the spirit of revelation. The Bible if 
our code of morals, and the highest gui^^ of our 
lives. And though every part of its instiuctions 
may not be easily comprehended, no man of 
ordinary capacity need. fail to understand the 
simple duties which it requires. And our obedi- 
ence is fully rendered, when we govern our feel- 
ings and thoughts and actions, according to the 
standard of rectitude, mercy and humility fu^ 
nished in the word of God. 

Let us furthermore inquire, what recompense 
is conferred upon man for his obedience to tt8|^ 
things which God has commanded ? Dpes the 
reward bear any intimate and immediate connez* 
ion to duty ? Or will it be rendered after the 
last duty of life shall have been performed ? An- 
swers to these queries may be drawn from' two 
sources*— the Scriptures and our own experience. 
The apostle James says, 1, 25, '* But whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and eon- 
tinueth therein, he being not a forgetful h^er* 
but a doer of the work, this man shall beMiessed 
in hii deed^ The Psalmist expressed the same 
sentiment, when he says, «peaking of the diWoe 
oommandments, ^^ In keeping of them ^ere ^^^ 
great reward,'* Fs. x\x.. W. kxA^^w^VA^il 





;^k^ 



UNIVERSALIST BELIEF. 189 

" Great peace have tljey which love thy law : 
and nothing shall offend them." Ps, cxix. 65. 
These are but a small specimen of the passages 
that migi^t be cited to prove that the recompense 
of virtue and righteousness, is ever present with, 
and enjoyed by the man who walks in the ways 
of divine wisdom, which are pleasantness and 
peace. 

The Scriptures give us no intimation that the 
reward of our good deeds here will be conferred 
upon us in another world. Nor do they instruct 
us to believe that our enjoyment of the reward 
will depend upon our feelings and character just 
when we breathe the last mortal breath, and close 
l^ur eyes in death ! But they declare that in the 
way of duty there are peace and joy, and great 
recompense of reward. It is not for being obe- 
dient to the divine law of love that we are to be 
blessed of God, as though the recompense were to 
be rendered q/)fer all duties have been discharged. 
Qat the reward of righteousness, is. promised 
man while he sustains a righteous character ; and 
iie is blessed in his deeds. 

And does not our own experience corroborate 
this pldin doctrine of the Scriptures ? Who ever 
withstood the power of temptation, and dealt 
justly and honorably with his neighbor, without 
feeVwg la, his soul a stveet consdoxMWve^^ oInw- 
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tue and innocence, which is a prize more to be 
desired than all the riches and honors of the 
world ? Who ever had compassion upon the 
unforiunate, and as a ministering angel of mercy* 
wiped the tear from sorrow's eye, and poured 
gladness and joy into the suffering heart, without 
experiencing in the very act, a recompense, 
great beyond all expression ? And he that daily 
walks in humility before God, is enabled when 
he retires to his nightly repose, to reflect with 
feelings of unutterable satisfaction and delight 
upon his faithfulness in duty ; and his happiness 
is not only immensely greater, but far more illf 
nified and refined, than any thing ever known b|v 
the lover of worldly pleasures. Virtues priw^ 
is *' the soul's calm sunshine and the heartfelt 
joy." All that can minister to the higher povVers 
of our nature — all that can secure happiness that 
is worthy the dignity of intellectual and morale 
beings, must flow from- the' cultivation of ^se 
exalted virtues enjoined upon us in the word of 
God. And we may safely affirm that nOj» man 
ever rendered true obedience to the great cotn^ 
roands of our Maker, without havihg the witness 
in himself, assuring him tfi|tt thetloer of the law 
ia blessed in his deeds. 

It should also be niidergtood that the tendi 
o/* righteousness is l#ciiiii\A« \o^^^vcs*»cttrti 
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of human life. Nations and communities, as 
well ' as individuals, are rendered truly prosper- 
ous and happy only in proportion to their ob- 
servance of the duties enjoined by the law of 
God. <* Righteousness exalteth a nation ;'* and 
the community over which virtue presides is the 
dwelling-place of happiness anid peace. The 
practice of justice, mercy and humihty is in 
every respect advantageous to man. He thus 
secures the good will of all his fellows ; and 
even his secular affairs are ordinarily rendered 
prosperous. And in more ways than we can 
mention, and to a far greater extent than many 
|ui>ve ever conceived, does God judge in the 
MBiTih^id give a reward to the righteous. 

BuMnother inquiry here claims our attention. 
The Scriptures declare that all men have sinned 
and co^me short of the glory of God. And what 
^are we to understand by sin ? The apostle John 
has furnished the true answer in these words :— 
** For sin is the transgression of the law." Ist 
John iii. 4. And it may not be improper to re- 
mark that we know ^f no other sin than that 
which implies action^ and results from a violation 
of law. We hear much said of original sin, 
and inborn sin. , But it seems to us that if man 
18 born with a bad nature, it is his misfortune, 
and not hia/atdt. Nor can ^e ^x^\k^ >a:Q^%v- 
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stand how a man can be a^sinner before he 
sinned. If "sin is the transgression oi 
law," common understanding would appei 
decide that no man can be -a sinner until he 
transgressed. Others, however, profess to V 
all about this subject ; and we leave them t< 
plain its difficulties. 

All men arq in son^ way the subjects of 
as we have before shown* One has consc 
for his guide/ as in the case of the Gentil 
whom Paul speaks, while another has rec 
in addition to his natural sense dfrigh 
wrong, the instructions of divine revel: 
When we go counteV lo what we know 
right, from whatever source our knowMl^ 
be derived, we transgress the law, and^lfft 
fore sinful. Adam became sinful when he 
gressed the command of his Maker. Cai 
into 191 similar condemnation, when, in violai 
all fraternal obligation, he rose up and sle 
righteous brother. The people of Israel s 
in disregarding the commands of God given 
by Moses, and in thus corrupting their wi 
the earth. And we now commit sin in fore 
the law which God has instituted for our gc 
ment, and in doing such things as he has £ 
den. All have in some way sinned, ati 
guilty before God. 
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What, then, is the punishment which God has 
denounced against the transgressor ? And where 
shall that punishment be eodured ? We may 
here query as we did in regard to the recom- 
pense' of virtue. Has, punishment any necessary 
connexion with sin itself? Or will it be inflict 
ed aftet all the sins of lif^ shall have been com- 
mitted? We are. thrown back to the same 
sources whence we have derived answers to 
other questions. The Scriptures declare that 
God executes judgment in the earth — that here 
the righteous tre recompensed, and the wicked 
lished — tliat the wicked are destitute of peace 
rest, and subject to continual troubles — ajl^ 
fat thewoay of transgressors is hard. See Ps. 
Iviii. 11; Prov. xi. 31; Isa. Ivii. 20, 21; Prov. 
xiii. 15. 

From these representations it plainly appears 
that man is punished in his sins — that suffering 
and crime are indissolubly united together — and 
Fthat man must unavoidably endure the recom- 
pense of his transgressions, while, and so long 
aif he continues in rebellion against the com- 
mands of his Maker. As soon as Adam had 
transgressed, a change came over his mind; fear- 
foi dread seized upon his soul, and he instantly 
sought to conceal himself from ihe n\^\» ol V^<5>\» 
The horrors of guilt and ihe V^exv ^^Uxvi^ ^^ ^ 
17- 
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condemning conscience, were immediately and 
bitterly felt ; and the painful truth was real- 
ized that death shdiild come in the very day of 
transgression. Cain, in view of his enormous 
offence, and the dreadful retribution t6 which he 
was doomed ** in the jearth, " and with no reve- 
lations of the future life, was led to exclaim in 
the bitterness of his grief, ** My punishment is 
greater than I can bear !" The law of Moses 
denounced punishments for sin only M this 
world. And in the new and better eotrenant, 
which has brought **life and iipni^rtality to 
light," it is deiclared that in the resurrection si 
^^ who shall have died in Adam sh^ be 
i^ve in Christ. '^ 11^^ 

We therefore conclude that the punismdent 

sin is in the same state of being where men 

transgress the law of God. And we cannot doubt 

that if men commit sin in the future world, di^ 

will there be the subjects of punishment. Sdo- 

mon says, *' Though hand join in hand, thj 

wicked shall not be unpunished." Prov. xi. 21* 

But he also says, "Behold, the righteous b1^ 

be recompensed in the earth ; much more 

wicked and the sinner." God has so 

the affairs of the world, that vice must) 

bring with itself arv equitable punishment. 

of our sins may be uuaeeii\>^\v\x\»:M3L«^^\ 

% 

'I 
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punished by human law ; but they are all known 
to Him who is acquainted wijji the secret inten- 
tions of our hearts, and he ma declared that he 
will bring every work into judgment, whether 
good or bad. If one evil action is suffered to 
pass unpunished, the principle of justice is at 
once violated in the divine government ; and it is 
folly to talk any longer about the inflexible jus- 
tice of Jehovah 1 And if injustice takes place 
in one instance, it may also occur in another ; 
and justice in God may be a mere inconstant 
passion ! 

But it becomes us to guard against deception, 
not suffer ourselves to be enticed into the 
foolish and hurtful notion that sin tzn in any 
case be committed with impunit^r. The Scrip- 
tures are very explicit on this subject. God 
«* will by no means clear the guilty. ^^ Exodus 
xxxvii. 4. *^Buf he that doeth wrojj^ shall 
receive for the wrong that he hath done : and 
there is no respect ofpersons^ Col. iii. 25. 
And the experience of life teaches the same im- 
portant and salutary lesson. The sure tendency 
of vice is to misery and destruction. We always 
iiQi}are'fl%r own happiness by wilfully doing that 
4itMCTp Vc know to be wrong. And while we 
fiee proofs of the fact that *• the vi^^ ^^ Nx^xva.- 
gressors is hard," in viewmg aoc\eV^' ^\\w^^^^^^^ 
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in studying the whole history ofouriac 
may come home individuallj'^ to ourselves 
we shall find overwhelming evidence of the 
truth running through our wl^ole experienc 

But there is. still another inquiry to whi< 
must devote some attention before we close 
have seen that the present life is a state of 
pline ; and that here both rewards and p 
ments are adn;|inistered by the Judge of a 
earth. Men may call this life a state..di 
bation^ but we shall ask in vain' fo 
authority upon which this notion is ass 
Judgment is here executed and the r 
pense of human conduct administered, 
if all this means that this life is a^jBt 
probation^ we have no knowledge of Uife^ 
and need say no more on the subject. 

The subject of our present inquigj is 
gard tojiie ultimate design of God infiis 
plinary^ealings with mankind. Wbajt;€m 
he mean to accomplish ? Willa st&^a c»f n 
be the final destiny of any maalip^ill '< 
of punishment be the ultmiate ddciifli* of ai 
man soul ? Or will discipline at aoqiifi lime 
and the human familv be blessef^tirlth rei 
tion, and brought into fellowship jruhti 
in heaven I * 
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Some persons suppose that God has in view 
two directly opposite'results in his treatment of 
mankind. They hold that he administers re- 
wards for the purpose of securing the final and 

^ endless beatitude of a portion of his creatures ; 
and that theii^ present happiness, though not dis- 
regarded, is considered an object of small mo- 
ment, compared to the last and permanent state 
of felicity into which their rewarder designs to 
bring them. But they suppose that in punishing 
the wicked, God intends to produce the very 
opposite result, and will, immortalize sin and 

I misery^ and give them an endless existence. 

1 '" According to this doctrine, the government of 
God aims to accomplish two different ends — the 
one good, and the other evil. And he is repre- 
sented as pursuing such a plan as will infallibly 
produce these results. Now equitable and right- 
eous governments among men aim to accomplish 

ijbut one end, which is good. iThey are never 

vradministered for the purpose of producing evil 

as the final ^n^ML But every thing human 

bears the stamp of imperfection ; and the wisdom 

df man is not adequate to the work of establish- 

^^ing a government that shall in all respects and 

^Q l^ery instance secure the good designed. 
W^ have, however, been accustomed \a WCves^ 
tb$t the work of God is perfecl^ «aA ^-aXV^ ^"^^ 
17* 
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never fail to accomplish the purposes of hi: 

4nd if we suppose that his government wi 

duce good and evil results as its ultimate ol 

the conclusion cannot well be avoided, th{ 

administered upon the most opposite princ 

and is partly good and partly evil. Wi 

that the tree is known by its fruit. The 

acter of a government is determined by t 

ucts which it aims to accomplish. And ii 

signs to produce happy and miserable r 

the inference is plain and inevitable that 

braces principles of the most discordant ] 

We believe that the principles of jGo( 

vemment are all of the SFms ratura 

that whatever raiay be thoir separa-3 o 

they all aim to accomplish the as me bene 

end. We hold that nothing is absolutely i 

save God himself, and that to which fae i 

a portion of his own nature. And tho 

mty employ different means for the accoi 

ment of certain ends, we believe that i| 

act his ultimate designs are ^||L«ame. 

may exist as means; but the finSTcnrf of 

^ vine government must be compatible w 

' nature of God himself. And when, accoi 

the Scriptures, God " shall be all in a 

and suffering, and every thing oppose< 

nature must cease lo exv^V. 
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In this view of the subject we see no clashing 
of objects in the administration of God's govern- 
ment. He rewards the virtuous because their 
conduct is right, and with a view to their happi- 
ness. And he punishes the wicked because their 
gins deserve it-^that he may thus secure the 
ends of justice— ^and that the sutferer himself, 
though a loser by his misconduct, may be 
brought into obedience and righteousness. 
Means are employed as ihe case requires, but 
the great end in both is the same. The good 
parent rewards bis dutiful, and punishes his dis- 
obedient child. And yet he loves them both, 
aiKJl his only object is to do them good. God is 
a Father. And while he renders unto every man 
according to his deeds, he means to produce in 
all ^^ the peaceable fruit of righteousness, ' ' See 
Heb. xii. 5-11. 

Thus believing, we are enabled bj faith to 
look beyond all rewards a^nd punishments, and 
to contemplate with joy that glorious period fore- 
told by the Prophet, when " every knee shall 
bow, and every tongue shall swear, surely shall 

say, IN THE LORD HAVE I RIGHTEOUSNESS AND 
t^RBNGTH." 




CHAPTER XIV^ 

THE RESURRECTION. 

In considering the subject before us, it should 
be underjstood that ihe word resurriction does 
not mean the same thing in every place where it 
occurs in the Scriptures. By attaching to this 
word one uniform signification, the mind will, be 
strangely misled, and the doctrine of life and im* 
mortality sadly misapprehended. And indeed 
this wrong use of the word is one of the chief 
causes of the gross errors that are entertained iti 
regard to the condition of our race in the spirit- 
ual and immortal life. Our Savior spoke of ** the 
resurrection of damnation ;*' and he also declared 
that the children or subjects of the resurrection 
shall be ** equal unto the angels," And if we 
suppose that in both places he had reference to 
the same thing, we must conclude either that he 
has contradicted himself, or else that his lan- 
guage does not convey to us the real meaoing 
intended. An equality with the angels in l|p- 
ven cannot suteVy be «l «\^\.q Qi^ coivdemnation to 
any soul of man. Xxv^ '\^ '' ^^^^ ^XvvOo. ^-^^Nft 
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accounted worthy to obtain that world, [the future 
life,] and the resurrecticAi of the dead,^^ shall be 
*« equal to the angels,^^ how can it be said of any 
one of the number that he shall come forth to "the 
resurrection of damnation ?" It is readily per- 
ceived that these things present an insuperable 
(difficulty, on the supposition that the word re- 
surrection must be considered as bearing but one 
meaning. But give to the word its proper signi- 
fication in each place, and the whole difficulty will 
at once disappear. 

Speaking of the term rendered resurrection in 
the New Testament, Dr. Campbell says ; *'The 
word anastasis^ or rather the phrase anastasis ton 
nekjron, is indeed the common term by which 
the resurrection, properly so called, is denomi- 
nated in the New; Testament. Yet this is neither 
the only, nor the primitive import of the word 
anastasis: it denotes simply, being raised from 
inactivity to action, or from obscurity to emi- 
nence, or a return to such a state after an inter- 
ruption. The verb anistemi has the like latitude 
of signification ; and both words are used in this 
extent by the writers of the New Testament as 
iliell as by the Sevejity. Agreeably, therefore, to 
jriginal import, risdng frc^-a seat is properly 
led anastasis; so ii%waking out of sleep, or 
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promotion from an inferior condition. The 
word occurs in this last sense, Luke 2 : 34. In 
this view, when applied to the dead, the word 
denotes, properly, no more than a renewal of 
life to them, in whatever manner this happen.'* 
Note on Matt. xxii. 23. This author, distinguished 
alike for his profound learning and Christian 
candor, maintains that the word resurrection pri- 
marily means simply rising. The passage in 
Luke to which he refers was spol^en by Simeon 
with Reference to the ii^Apt Jesus. ''Bejiold, 
(said the aged man,} thi^hild is set for the fall 
and rising again of many in Israel ; and for j 
sign which shall be spoken against." None c^ 

;. suppose that a rising from literal death into an 
immortal life is taught in this passage. It mere- 
ly referred to the promotion of the remnant of 
Israel who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and to the /a// of the remainder, who stumbled 
at the stone laid in Zion. 

In accordance with this ** primitive import" of 
the word resurrection, Paul says io the £nhfc« 
sians, chap. ii. verse 1, *^ And you hath JUgun^ 
ened, who were dead in trespasses anS^si^ 
Wakefield rende»Mtt|e pla^e ; *' And y< 
brought to life jJRrCbj^t.'' Here ti 
addressed are tepxeseiile^ ^» Vv^nvdl^ xi 

new existence, being qulclteiaed Ixwa. 

/ 
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a state of life. Ha\Hng died to their old sios, 
ihey were brought to life with Christ. John 
says, 1st. Epis. iii. 14, " We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, [i. e. experienced 
a resurrectioni] because we love the brethren." 
And a great number of passages of similar mean- 
ing will readily occtlr to every reader of the 
New Testament. 

Parkhurst says of the word rendered resurrec- 
tion, ** In the Ixx. [or Greek translation of the 
Old Testament] it is twice used, Lam. iii. 62. 
Z^ph. iii. 8 ; in boi|^ which texts it answers to 
the Heb.— 'Which means to stand up, rise^ and 
in the former is opposed to sifting.^* On refer- 
ring to the passages here named, we find that the 
former is a part of the Prophet's complaint, and 
feads ; ^* Thou hast heard their reproach, O 
Lord, and all their imaginations against me; the 
lips of those that rose up against me, and their 
devise against me all the day." The enemies of 
Jeremiah's people had risen up against them ; 
and this rising was caUed a resurrection. The 
latter passage is applied to God himself. 
«| Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the Lord, 
imtil the day that 1 rise up to the prey : for my 
jdetermmtion $ii to gather the nations,"&c. This 
^'fj^rrection •* is opposed to sitting." jji God is 
presented in human 8peec\i widi Vs\ ^ \'a.\s\^\'«. 
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way, as rising up to execute judgment u 
kingdoms and nations of the eartii. J 
which is very clearly understood, woul( 
ever, appear very absurd, if we were to s 
that the word resurrection wherever it oc 
the Scriptures, means a rising from liters 
into a new state of existence ! 

In view of the foregoing, all can perce 
importance of carefully examining the cor 
and subject of discourse in which the w 
surrection is fnund. The meaning intendc 
entirely upon the nature of Ae ^bjefct to 
it is applied. Like the word raise or n 
in one place it may signify a mere comin 
from obscurity ; and in another, man's ei 
into the immortal state of bein^r. It is % 
Dan. xii. 2, *' And many of them that si 
the dust of the e^rtli shall awake, some 1 
lasting life, and some to shame and ever 
contempt." On investigating the chapter 
contains this text, we find that the f 
speaks of a particular time ; and it i 
a time that has been determined by oui 
and is now past. This rising^ was to tak< 
when there should ^' be a ti|tt|ip tn 
as never was since there was la^atioo] 
that same time" — ^'^axvd {torn lUe tii 

prophesied) thai iVie da\\^ %vit\^<i^^\^' 
away, ani^ ^/ic abominttllon iHol 
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9et up, there shall be a thousand two hundred 
and ninety days." 

Now let the reader direct his attention to the 
24th chap, of Matt., and it will be seen that our 
Lord referred to this very prophecy of Daniel, 
and declared its speedy fulfilment. Speaking of 
events that were shortly to ^ come to pass, he 
said ; •* When ye therefore shall see the abomi- 
nation of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the pro- 
phet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth 
let him understand :) Then let them which be in 
Judea flee into^he oiouutains : Let him which is 
on the house-top not come down to take any 
thing out of his house : Neither let him which 
is in the field return back to take his clothes. 
And wo unto them that are with child, and to 
them that give suck in those days ! But pray 
that your flight be not in the winter, neither on 
the sabbath day : For there shall be great tribu- 
lation, [mark the language of Daniel,] such as 
was not since the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall 6e." And after show- 
ing the near approach of these things by the pa- 
rable of ^e fig tree, and declaring that the time 
was ne^, ''even at the doors," Jesus said, 
** Verigr I say unto you, this generation shaU 
not pass till all these things be fulfilled.^* The 
time of the rising tip or «pwttec\A<5xv «^^v^xv k^S. 
18 ^■< f^ 
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by Daniel the prophet, took place, therefore, 
when, ' according to his own prediction, it was 
" accompliBhed to scatter the power of the holy 
people," when the daily sacrifice was taken 
away, and when the abomination that made des- 
olate was set up and stood in the holy place. 

The Son of Mati having received authority to 
execute judgment, there was then a general 
coming forth to judgment. Men were represented 
as being dead and even in their graves^^s in 
the days of Ezekiel it was declared that the houise 
of Israel were in their graves, when they were in 
bondage and degradation ; and when it was pro- 
mised that they should be brought up out of 
their graves, and reinstated in their own land. 
See Eze. xxxvii. 12-14. The word resurrection 
is used m the same sense in the 5th chapter of 
John, where, asserting his ** authority to' tzecnte 
judgment, because he is th6 Son of manj»*f Jesm 
speaks of a ** resurrection of damnatioiiy'"^! 
rising up to judgment. He says, ** Varfly, 
]y, I say unto you, the hour is coming, akd^ni 
IS, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Sonf 
of God : and they that hear shall liv# For J|b 
the Father hath life in himself; <^#d^y|^ gi^^ 
to the Son to have life in him?elf;^d 
^iven him authotUy \o execute judgment 
because he is the ^u ol m«5^ ^^^^\>s!f 
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this : for the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth ; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil 
unto the resurrection of damnation. I can of 
mine own self do nothing : as I hear I judge, Sic. 
The subject of discourse in this instance is tlie 
authority of the Son of man to execute judgment 
—and not the future state of being. The time 
of the judgment was declared to be at hand — 
" the hour is coming, and now is." Maii^s 
immortal state of existence is not so much as 
hinted at in the whole connexion. And without 
attempting to pursue the subject any farther, we 
feel justified to conclude that both of the passages 
last named refer to the same evept and time, 
which were detej^mined by our Savior, and wliich 
occurred, according to his own word, before the 
close of the very generation in which he himself 
li%«ed <^n earth ! 

Having thus cleared the way, and perhaps re- 
moved the difHcuhies from some minds, we 
are prepared to proceed at once to a conside- 
r|tion of the resurrection of man unto the future 
and immortal life, as taught in the gospel of Je- 
sus Christ. Our Savior himself did not frequent- 
ly discourse on this subject, nor at great len^lh^ 
The reason ia obvious. Hva ^\scA^fc^ ^^.^^^ 
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knew but little of the nature of his kingdom, and 
were but slowly inducted into a knowledge of 
his doctrine. He declared when on earth that 
he had many things to say unto them, which 
they were not then prepared to receive. And 
he assured them that after his departure he would 
send the Comforter, even the spirit of truth, 
which should lead them unto all truth, and bring 
all things to their remembrance, whatsoever he 
had said unto them. When he spake of his own 
death and resurrection, they uj^derstood not what 
he said. And after he was raised from the dead, 
" he appeared to the eleven as they sat at meat, 
and upbraided them with their unbelief and hard- 
ness of heart, because they believed not them 
which jfkzd seen him after he was risen." Mark 
xvi. 14. Seeing the state of the disciples' niinds, 
and knowing that they would in due time receive 
the gift of th« Holy Ghost, and thus be enabled 
fully te understand •* all the counsel of Gmf,** 
Jesus left them in comparative ignorance. Boi^ 
according to the promise which had been given,'^ 
they afterwards received large portions of the 
Divine Spirit, and proclaimed upon this house- 
tops and in the streets the glad tidings of a pe^ 
feet Gospel, and the blessings of a free and Qoi« 
versa] salvation. 
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In the course of our Savior's ministry on 
earth, howei^, he was particularly questioned 
in regard to his doctrine of the resurrection. The 
Sadducees, who utterly denied man's future life, 
as well as the existence of angels and spirits, 
thou^t to puzzle him by referring to the case of 
a certain woman who had been the wife of seven 
husbands, and demanding whose wife sKe should 
be in the resurrection. Here there can be no 
mistake as to llie subject of discourse. It was 
the st|te of man h^ond death of which the cap- 
tious Sadducees inquired^ Their, question fully 
admitted the doctrine of life and immortality, and 
in view of this admission^ they insisted upon 
knowing to which one of her husbands the de- 
parted woman should be wedded. Notwithstand- 
ing this query betrayed their entire ignorance of 
the whole subject — of the Scriptufes and of the 
power of God — it afforded a fit opportunity for 
our Lord to declare his doctrine touching the im- 
mortal life. *' And Jesus answering said unto 
them, the children of this world marry, and are 
given in marriage : But they which shall be ac- 
counted worthy to obtain that world, and the re- 
surrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage : Neither can they die any 
more : for they are equal unto the aw^^\& \ %:s>s^ 
^re the children of God, being xYve c)cC\^\ ^v ^^ 
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the resurrection. Now that the dead are raised, 
even Moses showed at the bush, M^en he calleth 
the Lord the God of Abraliam, and the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For he is ndt a God 
of the dead, but of the living ; for all live unto 
him." ^ \.^ 

There are several things contained in this an- 
swer of bur Lord that deserve to be particularly 
noticed. 1. By such as shall obtain that world 
of which he speaks, he evidentl}^ means all who 
shall be raised from the dead into the immortal 
state of existence. He speaks of such as shall 
obtain that world and the resurrection from the 
dead. What he says of one subject or child of 
the resurrection, may therefore be said of all 2. 
It is not said that any man ever was or evgr will 
be, really worthy of thf TjBsurrection to helfvenly 
and divine li^. But^ the answer treats of such 
as shall thus be accounted. The Pharisees be^ 
lieved that but a part of the human race wouIH be 
raised from the dead. It was perhaps in view o 
this notion that our Lord spoke of such as shall be 
accounted worthy, or **honored, to share in the 
resurrection," as Dr. Campbell has translated 
the passage. 3. But the answer before us shows 
that all men shall be raised from the dead ; and 
the fact is abundatvl\y ^toNev\ vw <5tl\er parts^rf 
the New Testamewl. W^ \\?cq^^«i^^^*< 
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view or the resurrection, Jesus declares of** the 
Father of spirits," »' For he is not a God of the 
dead, but of the living ; for all live unto him." 
All, therefore, shall be accounted worthy to ob- 
tain the resurrection from the dead and the future 
world. 4. The continuance of man's existence 
beyond the death of the body was shown by Mo- 
ses at the bush, when he called the Deity the 
God of persons \yho had passed away from this 
world. The patriarchs of whom he spoke were 
still in existence ; for the Lord, who was still 
their God, is not a God of the dead. But this 
proof of future life was not well understood until 
explained by our Savior. Hence it is said that 
.Tesus Christ " hath brought life and immortality 
TO LIGHT through the GospeV^ And 5. The 
CONDITION in which man shall be raised from 
the dead is aho mostclearlv taught in the answer 
of our Lord to the Sadducees. He declares tlvat 
the subjects of the resurrection shall be the child- 
ren of God, free from the power of deatli, and 
equal unto the angels. Such is the condition in 
which man shall live when raised to immortality. 
And hence it is truly said, *^ The last enemy 
shall be destroyed, death." No foe will remain 
after the final resurrection of the human family. 
And while Jesus the Savior of ihe >NotVl> ^''^Vx'^ii^^ 
see of the travail of his 90\A, ^w^ ^V'zXWi'i. ^-xvx^- 
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fied," God himself, rejoicing in his works, shall 

be *' AI4L IN ALL." 

Cuiicerning the subject of which Paul treats 
in l8t Cor. xv., there is no difierence of belief. 
All agree that his subject is the resurrection of 
man into ihe future and immortal state. His 
testimony perfecly coincides with that of our 
Savior on the same subject. And it is a remark- 
able fact that in his extended discourse on this 
subject — the longest and fullest contained in the 
whole Bible — he says nothing about judgment, 
and speaks of no suffering J He contemplates 
the same happy and glorious end for all men: 
and declares that our whole race shall be made 
alive and blessed in the same Redeemer and 
Lord. After asserting and proving the resur- 
rection of our Lord by a ** great cloud of witness- 
es," he proceeds to say, ** But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the first fruits 
of them that slept. For since by man came 
death, by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. But every man in liis^' 
own order : Christ the Jlrst-fruils ; afterward 
ihey that are Christ's at his coming. Then; 
cometh the end, when he shall have deliverelf 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father ; |^he«|*^ 
he tiliiill have piU AoNWU ^W tvJ^a ^xA^«aJ^^^|^; 1 
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and power. For he must reign till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy shall 
be destroyed, death. For he hath put all ene- 
mies under his feet. But when he saith, all 
things are put under him, it is manifest that he 
is excepted which did put all things itnder him. 
And when all things shall be subdued unto him, 
then shall the Son also himself hQ subject unto him 
th-at did put all things under him, that God may 
be all in aUJ*^ 

Whatever may be meant by the order of time 
here mentioned, it is perfectly plain that all men 
are finally to be made alive in Christ, and to be- 
come subject to him even as he himself will be 
subject unto God. And it is furthermore obvi- 
ous that when this universal subjugation shall 
have been accomplished through ** the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world," 
there will be no foe in existence to torment man, 
and God will be the life of every soul ! 

After showing that the animal body, which is 
sown in corruption, dishonor and weakness, shall 
die and return to the dust from which it was 
taken ; the apostle declares that man shall rise in 
incorriiption, in glory y in power^ and in ''a 
$piritual body.** And he speaks not only t)f an 
immortal life ; but of an existence i^ tu^ ^^w- 

VENLY NATURE OF JeSTJS ChRIWI \ ^>ii^ ^'^'^" 
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coursing of all who live and die in the earthy 
nature of Adam, and with no intimation that he 
speaka in a limited sense, he says, ** And as we 
have borne the image of the earthy^ we shall al- 4 
80 bear the image of the heavenlt/.^' He de- 
clares that " we shall all be changed," raised 
incorruptible," and ** put on immortality." And 
when all shall thus be delivered from the power 
of death, and made alive in a spiritual body and 
a heavenly nature^ the last enemy will be de- 
stroyed, the Messiah^s mediatorial labors will be 
finished, and he will then resign his kingdom to 
the Father, *• that God may he all in allJ*^ 

Such, then, will be the final and glorious.con- 
dition of the hum^n family— oi all who belong 
to the race of Adam— and such will be the ulti. 
mate and happy result of the work of redemp- 
tion through him who is the Mediator between 
God and man, and ** the savior of the world/' 
We know not the precise time when man shall 
be exalted to the bliss of immortality, ** to glorify 
God and fully to enjoy him forever"— we ask 
not to know. ^J^heiher he is to rise as soon as 
the spirit departs from the cold tenement of clay, 
or at some more distant period, is with us a mat- 
ter of no concern. It is sufficient for us to know \ 
that he whom lV\e ¥aXVv\ix ^ewt to be •* the Sav»/^w 
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all men into himself, and assured us that all 
shall be raised from the dead and become equal 
unto the aiigels, will finally destroy the last 
enemy of man, and bring all into the same sub- 
jection in which he himself will bow to that 
*' God who is the Savior of all men.^^ 

In view of this great and glorious consumma- 
tion of the economy of ditine grace through the 
Redeemer, we rest satisfied, and rejoice with un- 
speakable joy. And in conclusion we need only 
«»ay, in .the language of the Methodist Commen- 
tator, Clarke, ** Thus we find, that the salvation 
from sin here, is as extensive and complete as 
the guilt and contamination of sin ; death is 
conquered, hell disappointed, the devil confound- 
ed, AND SIN TotALLY destroyed. Here is glo- 
rying, to Htm that loved us and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, and has made 
us kings and priests junto his Father ^ be glory ^ 
mid dominion, f0r ever and ever. Amen! 
Hallelujah ! The Lord God omnipotent reign- 
eth ! Amen, and Ai^en.'' 
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